
Many Are Called; Few Aren’t Swept 

And why aren’t they swept? 

v 1.01 

 

President Russel M. Nelson, Hear Him April 2020: 
We live in the day that “our forefathers have awaited with anxious expectation.”(Doctrine and 

Covenants 121:27) 

 

Doctrine and Covenants 121:15 

15 And not many years hence, that they and their posterity shall be swept from under heaven, 

saith God, that not one of them is left to stand by the wall. 

 

 

TPJS Section One 1830-34, p.17 

And now I am prepared to say by the authority of Jesus Christ, that not many years shall pass 

away before the United States shall present such a scene of bloodshed as has not a parallel in the 

history of our nation; pestilence, hail, famine, and earthquake will sweep the wicked of this 

generation from off the face of the land, to open and prepare the way for the return of the lost 

tribes of Israel from the north country. The people of the Lord, those who have complied with 

the requirements of the new covenant, have already commenced gathering together to Zion, 

which is in the state of Missouri; therefore I declare unto you the warning which the Lord has 

commanded me to declare unto this generation, remembering that the eyes of my Maker are upon 

me, and that to Him I am accountable for every word I say, wishing nothing worse to my 

fellowmen than their eternal salvation; therefore, "Fear God, and give glory to Him, for the hour 

of His judgment is come." Repent ye, repent ye, and embrace the everlasting covenant, and flee 

to Zion, before the overflowing scourge overtake you… Remember these things; call upon the 

Lord while He is near, and seek Him while He may be found, is the exhortation of your 

unworthy servant. 

 

Doctrine and Covenants 121:16-18 

16 Cursed are all those that shall lift up the heel against mine anointed, saith the Lord, and cry 

they have sinned when they have not sinned before me, saith the Lord, but have done that which 

was meet in mine eyes, and which I commanded them. 

17 But those who cry transgression do it because they are the servants of sin, and are the children 

of disobedience themselves. 



18 And those who swear falsely against my servants, that they might bring them into bondage 

and death— 

 

Doctrine and Covenants 109:29-32 

29 We ask thee, Holy Father, to confound, and astonish, and to bring to shame and confusion, all 

those who have spread lying reports abroad, over the world, against thy servant or servants, if 

they will not repent, when the everlasting gospel shall be proclaimed in their ears; 

30 And that all their works may be brought to naught, and be swept away by the hail, and by the 

judgments which thou wilt send upon them in thine anger, that there may be an end to lyings 

and slanders against thy people. 

31 For thou knowest, O Lord, that thy servants have been innocent before thee in bearing record 

of thy name, for which they have suffered these things. 

32 Therefore we plead before thee for a full and complete deliverance from under this yoke 

 

 

Heber C. Kimball First Counselor in the First Presidency, May 

1868, in Deseret News, 23 May 1931; see also Conference Report, 

Oct. 1930, p. 58-59 

… the Saints will be put to a test that will try the integrity of the best of them. The pressure will 

become so great that the more righteous among them will cry unto the Lord day and night until 

deliverance comes. 

Then the Prophet Joseph and others will make their appearance and those who have remained 

faithful will be selected to return to Jackson County, Missouri and take part in the building of 

that beautiful city, the New Jerusalem.  

 

TPJS Section Four 1839-42, p.156: Do Not Betray the Brethren 

O ye Twelve! and all Saints! profit by this important Key--that in all your trials, troubles, 

temptations, afflictions, bonds, imprisonments and death, see to it, that you do not betray heaven; 

that you do not betray Jesus Christ; that you do not betray the brethren; that you do not betray the 

revelations of God, whether in Bible, Book of Mormon, or Doctrine and Covenants, or any other 

that ever was or ever will be given and revealed unto man in this world or that which is to come. 

Yea, in all your kicking and flounderings, see to it that you do not this thing, lest innocent blood 

be found upon your skirts, and you go down to hell. All other sins are not to be compared to 

sinning against the Holy Ghost, and proving a traitor to the brethren. 

 



Doctrine and Covenants 121:19 

19 Wo unto them; because they have offended my little ones they shall be severed from the 

ordinances of mine house. 

 

President Nelson from The Future of the Church: Preparing the 

World for the Savior’s Second Coming: 

"The time is coming when those who do not obey the Lord will be separated from those who do 

(see Doctrine and Covenants 86:1–7). Our safest insurance is to continue to be worthy of 

admission to His holy house. The greatest gift you could give to the Lord is to keep yourself 

unspotted from the world, worthy to attend His holy house. His gift to you will be the peace and 

security of knowing that you are worthy to meet Him, whenever that time comes." 

 

Doctrine and Covenants 121:20 
20 Their basket shall not be full, their houses and their barns shall perish, and they themselves 

shall be despised by those that flattered them. 

 

JST Matthew 25:5-11 

5 And at midnight there was a cry made, Behold, the bridegroom cometh; go ye out to meet him. 

6 Then all those virgins arose, and trimmed their lamps. 

7 And the foolish said unto the wise, Give us of your oil; for our lamps are gone out. 

8 But the wise answered, saying, Lest there be not enough for us and you, go ye rather to them 

that sell, and buy for yourselves. 

9 And while they went to buy, the bridegroom came; and they that were ready went in with him 

to the marriage: and the door was shut. 

10 Afterward came also the other virgins, saying, Lord, Lord, open unto us. 

11 But he answered and said, Verily I say unto you, Ye know me not. 

 

Isaiah 28:14-18 

14 Wherefore hear the word of the LORD, ye scornful men, that rule this people which is in 

Jerusalem. 

15 Because ye have said, We have made a covenant with death, and with hell are we at 

agreement; when the overflowing scourge shall pass through, it shall not come unto us: for we 

have made lies our refuge, and under falsehood have we hid ourselves: 

16 Therefore, thus saith the Lord GOD, Behold, I lay in Zion for a foundation a stone, a tried 

stone, a precious cornerstone, a sure foundation; he that believeth shall not make haste. 



17 Judgment also will I lay to the line, and righteousness to the plummet: and the hail shall 

sweep away the refuge of lies, and the waters shall overflow the hiding place. 

18 And your covenant with death shall be disannulled, and your agreement with hell shall not 

stand; when the overflowing scourge shall pass through, then ye shall be trodden down by it. 

 

2 Nephi 28:8-9, 11-14 
8 And there shall also be many which shall say: Eat, drink, and be merry; nevertheless, fear 

God—he will justify in committing a little sin; yea, lie a little, take the advantage of one because 

of his words, dig a pit for thy neighbor; there is no harm in this; and do all these things, for 

tomorrow we die; and if it so be that we are guilty, God will beat us with a few stripes, and at last 

we shall be saved in the kingdom of God.  

 

9 Yea, and there shall be many which shall teach after this manner, false and vain and foolish 

doctrines… 

 

11 Yea, they have all gone out of the way; they have become corrupted. 

12 Because of pride, and because of false teachers, and false doctrine, their churches have 

become corrupted, and their churches are lifted up; because of pride they are puffed up. 

13 They rob the poor because of their fine sanctuaries; they rob the poor because of their fine 

clothing; and they persecute the meek and the poor in heart, because in their pride they are 

puffed up. 

14 They wear stiff necks and high heads; yea, and because of pride, and wickedness, and 

abominations, and whoredoms, they have all gone astray save it be a few, who are the humble 

followers of Christ; nevertheless, they are led, that in many instances they do err because they 

are taught by the precepts of men. 

 

1 Samuel 8:7-8 
7 And the LORD said unto Samuel, Hearken unto the voice of the people in all that they say unto 

thee: for they have not rejected thee, but they have rejected me, that I should not reign over them.  

8 According to all the works which they have done since the day that I brought them up out of 

Egypt even unto this day, wherewith they have forsaken me, and served other gods, so do they 

also unto thee. 

 

President Nelson The Temple and Your Spiritual Foundation 

“Current adjustments in temple procedures, and others that will follow, are continuing evidence 

that the Lord is actively directing His Church. He is providing opportunities for each of us to 

bolster our spiritual foundations more effectively by centering our lives on Him and on the 

ordinances and covenants of His temple. When you bring your temple recommend, a contrite 



heart, and a seeking mind to the Lord’s house of learning, He will teach you.” 

 

Doctrine and Covenants 121:21-23 

21 They shall not have right to the priesthood, nor their posterity after them from generation to 

generation. 

22 It had been better for them that a millstone had been hanged about their necks, and they 

drowned in the depth of the sea. 

23 Wo unto all those that discomfort my people, and drive, and murder, and testify against them, 

saith the Lord of Hosts; a generation of vipers shall not escape the damnation of hell. 

 

 

Matthew 18:5–10. A Warning Not to Offend Little Ones 

Though Jesus was speaking to leaders of His day when He issued a stern warning not to offend 

little ones, the message recorded in Matthew 18:5–10 applies to all of us (see D&C 50:40–41 for 

a broader definition of “little children”). We must not cause anyone seeking greater 

understanding of the gospel plan to stumble in their faith, nor should we do anything to block 

their progress toward eternal life. Elder Bruce R. McConkie taught about this warning: 

“Few crimes are as gross and wicked as that of teaching false doctrine and leading souls away 

from God and salvation. … If eternal joy is the reward given those who teach the truth and bring 

souls to salvation, shall not those who teach false doctrines and lead souls to damnation receive 

as their reward eternal remorse? (D. & C. 18:10–16.) 

“… It is better to die and be denied the blessings of continued mortal existence than to live and 

lead souls from the truth, thereby gaining eternal damnation for oneself” (Doctrinal New 

Testament Commentary, 1:420). 

 

Doctrine and Covenants 121:24-25 

24 Behold, mine eyes see and know all their works, and I have in reserve a swift judgment in 

the season thereof, for them all; 

25 For there is a time appointed for every man, according as his works shall be. 

 

2 Nephi 27:24-27 

24 And again it shall come to pass that the Lord shall say unto him that shall read the words that 

shall be delivered him: 

25 Forasmuch as this people draw near unto me with their mouth, and with their lips do honor 

me, but have removed their hearts far from me, and their fear towards me is taught by the 

precepts of men— 



26 Therefore, I will proceed to do a marvelous work among this people, yea, a marvelous work 

and a wonder, for the wisdom of their wise and learned shall perish, and the understanding of 

their prudent shall be hid. 

27 And wo unto them that seek deep to hide their counsel from the Lord! And their works are 

in the dark; and they say: Who seeth us, and who knoweth us? And they also say: Surely, your 

turning of things upside down shall be esteemed as the potter’s clay. But behold, I will show 

unto them, saith the Lord of Hosts, that I know all their works. For shall the work say of him that 

made it, he made me not? Or shall the thing framed say of him that framed it, he had no 

understanding? 

 

2 Nephi 28:9-10 

9 …and shall be puffed up in their hearts, and shall seek deep to hide their counsels from the 

Lord; and their works shall be in the dark. 

10 And the blood of the saints shall cry from the ground against them. 

 

Doctrine and Covenants 112:23-26 

23 Verily, verily, I say unto you, darkness covereth the earth, and gross darkness the minds of 

the people, and all flesh has become corrupt before my face. 

24 Behold, vengeance cometh speedily upon the inhabitants of the earth, a day of wrath, a day of 

burning, a day of desolation, of weeping, of mourning, and of lamentation; and as a whirlwind it 

shall come upon all the face of the earth, saith the Lord. 

25 And upon my house shall it begin, and from my house shall it go forth, saith the Lord; 

26 First among those among you, saith the Lord, who have professed to know my name and 

have not known me, and have blasphemed against me in the midst of my house, saith the 

Lord. 

 

Doctrine and Covenants 121:26-32 

26 God shall give unto you knowledge by his Holy Spirit, yea, by the unspeakable gift of the 

Holy Ghost, that has not been revealed since the world was until now; 

27 Which our forefathers have awaited with anxious expectation to be revealed in the last 

times, which their minds were pointed to by the angels, as held in reserve for the fulness of 

their glory; 

28 A time to come in the which nothing shall be withheld, whether there be one God or many 

gods, they shall be manifest. 

29 All thrones and dominions, principalities and powers, shall be revealed and set forth upon all 

who have endured valiantly for the gospel of Jesus Christ. 



30 And also, if there be bounds set to the heavens or to the seas, or to the dry land, or to the sun, 

moon, or stars— 

31 All the times of their revolutions, all the appointed days, months, and years, and all the days 

of their days, months, and years, and all their glories, laws, and set times, shall be revealed in the 

days of the dispensation of the fulness of times— 

32 According to that which was ordained in the midst of the Council of the Eternal God of all 

other gods before this world was, that should be reserved unto the finishing and the end thereof, 

when every man shall enter into his eternal presence and into his immortal rest. 

 

Doctrine and Covenants 128:18-19 

18. … for it is necessary in the ushering in of the dispensation of the fulness of times, which 

dispensation is now beginning to usher in, that a whole and complete and perfect union, and 

welding together of dispensations, and keys, and powers, and glories should take place, and be 

revealed from the days of Adam even to the present time. And not only this, but those things 

which never have been revealed from the foundation of the world, but have been kept hid from 

the wise and prudent, shall be revealed unto babes and sucklings in this, the dispensation of 

the fulness of times. 

19 Now, what do we hear in the gospel which we have received? A voice of gladness! A voice of 

mercy from heaven; and a voice of truth out of the earth; glad tidings for the dead; a voice of 

gladness for the living and the dead; glad tidings of great joy. How beautiful upon the 

mountains are the feet of those that bring glad tidings of good things, and that say unto Zion: 

Behold, thy God reigneth! As the dews of Carmel, so shall the knowledge of God descend 

upon them! 

 

 

JSH 1:38-39 

38 And again, he quoted the fifth verse thus: Behold, I will reveal unto you the Priesthood, by 

the hand of Elijah the prophet, before the coming of the great and dreadful day of the Lord. 

39 He also quoted the next verse differently: And he shall plant in the hearts of the children the 

promises made to the fathers, and the hearts of the children shall turn to their fathers. If it 

were not so, the whole earth would be utterly wasted at his coming. 

 

The Sending of Elijah TPJS Section Six 1843-44, p.330 

The Bible says, "I will send you Elijah the Prophet before the coming of the great and dreadful 

day of the Lord; and he shall turn the heart of the fathers to the children, and the heart of the 

children to the fathers, lest I come and smite the earth with a curse." 



Now, the word turn here should be translated bind, or seal. But what is the object of this 

important mission? or how is it to be fulfilled? The keys are to be delivered, the spirit of Elijah is 

to come, the Gospel to be established, the Saints of God gathered, Zion built up, → and the 

Saints to come up as saviors on Mount Zion. 

But how are they to become saviors on Mount Zion? By building their temples, erecting their 

baptismal fonts, and going forth and receiving all the ordinances, baptisms, confirmations, 

washings, anointings, ordinations and sealing powers upon their heads, in behalf of all their 

progenitors who are dead, and redeem them that they may come forth in the first resurrection 

and be exalted to thrones of glory with them; and herein is the chain that binds the hearts of the 

fathers to the children, and the children to the fathers, which fulfills the mission of Elijah. And I 

would to God that this temple was now done, that we might go into it, and go to work and 

improve our time, and make use of the seals while they are on earth. 

 

TPJS Saints Have Not Much Time Section Six 1843-44, p.330 

The Saints have not too much time to save and redeem their dead, and gather together their living 

relatives, that they may be saved also, before the earth will be smitten, and the consumption 

decreed falls upon the world. 

I would advise all the Saints to go with their might and gather together all their living relatives to 

this place, that they may be sealed and saved, that they may be prepared against the day that the 

destroying angel goes forth; and if the whole Church should go to with all their might to save 

their dead, seal their posterity, and gather their living friends, and spend none of their time in 

behalf of the world, they would hardly get through before night would come, when no man 

can work; and my only trouble at the present time is concerning ourselves, that the Saints will be 

divided, broken up, and scattered, before we get our salvation secure; for there are so many 

fools in the world for the devil to operate upon, it gives him the advantage oftentimes. 

 

 

TPJS, Section Two 1834-37, p.83: Righteousness to Sweep the Earth 

But to proceed. In the letter alluded to, the principles of repentance and baptism for the remission 

of sins were not only set forth, but many passages of scripture were quoted, clearly elucidating 

the subject; let me add, I do positively rely upon the truth of those principles inculcated in the 

New Testament, and then pass on from the above-named items, to the item or subject of the 

gathering, and show my views upon this point. It is a principle I esteem to be of the greatest 

importance to those who are looking for salvation in this generation, or in these, that may be 

called, "the latter times." All that the prophets that have written, from the days of righteous Abel, 

down to the last man that has left any testimony on record for our consideration, in speaking of 

the salvation of Israel in the last days, goes directly to show that it consists in the work of the 

gathering. 



First, I shall begin by quoting from the prophecy of Enoch, speaking of the last days: 

"Righteousness will I send down out of heaven, and truth will I send forth out of the earth, to 

bear testimony of mine Only Begotten, His resurrection from the dead (this resurrection I 

understand to be the corporeal body); yea, and also the resurrection of all men; righteousness and 

truth will I cause to sweep the earth as with a flood, to gather out mine own elect from the four 

quarters of the earth, unto a place which I shall prepare, a Holy City, that my people may gird 

up their loins, and be looking forth for the time of my coming, for there shall be my 

tabernacle, and it shall be called Zion a New Jerusalem." (Moses 7:62, 1902 edition.) 

Now I understand by this quotation, that God clearly manifested to Enoch the redemption which 

He prepared, by offering the Messiah as a Lamb slain from before the foundation of the world; 

and by virtue of the same, the glorious resurrection of the Savior, and the resurrection of all the 

human family, even a resurrection of their corporeal bodies, is brought to pass; and also 

righteousness and truth are to sweep the earth as with a flood. And now, I ask, how 

righteousness and truth are going to sweep the earth as with a flood? I will answer. Men and 

angels are to be co-workers in bringing to pass this great work, and Zion is to be prepared, 

even a new Jerusalem, for the elect that are to be gathered from the four quarters of the earth, 

and to be established an holy city, for the tabernacle of the Lord shall be with them. 

 

Doctrine and Covenants 121:33-35 

33 How long can rolling waters remain impure? What power shall stay the heavens? As well 

might man stretch forth his puny arm to stop the Missouri river in its decreed course, or to turn it 

up stream, as to hinder the Almighty from pouring down knowledge from heaven upon the heads 

of the Latter-day Saints. 

34 Behold, there are many called, but few are chosen. And why are they not chosen? 

35 Because their hearts are set so much upon the things of this world, and aspire to the honors of 

men 

 

 

Doctrine and Covenants 105:35-37 

35 There has been a day of calling, but the time has come for a day of choosing; and let those be 

chosen that are worthy. 

36 And it shall be manifest unto my servant, by the voice of the Spirit, those that are chosen; and 

they shall be sanctified; 

37 And inasmuch as they follow the counsel which they receive, they shall have power after 

many days to accomplish all things pertaining to Zion. 

 

Brigham Young, JD 15:4, 18:263 

"They have not learned 'a' concerning Zion; and we have been traveling now forty-two years, and 

have we learned our a, b, c's? . . . I will say, scarcely. Have we seen it as a people? How long 



shall we travel . . . how long shall God wait for us to sanctify ourselves and become one in the 

Lord, in our actions and in our ways for the building up of the kingdom of God, that he can bless 

us?"  "How long, Latter-day Saints, before you will believe the Gospel as it is? The Lord has 

declared it to be his will that his people will enter into covenant, even as Enoch and his people 

did, which of necessity, must be before we shall have the privilege of building the Center Stake 

of Zion." 

 

Elder Bruce R. McConkie, Millennial Messiah, 554–55, 560 

“We live in a day when the whole social structure is dividing itself into two camps. This is a day 

of the polarization of all people. In the Church the faithful members are perfecting their lives and 

drawing nearer to the Lord and his way of life. In the world wickedness is increasing and the 

rebellious and carnal among men are sinking to lower levels of evil and depravity than has been 

the case in any past days. These trends will continue unabated until the Lord comes. When he 

arrives there will be, on the one hand, a people prepared to meet him, and, on the other hand, 

there will be greater wickedness and carnality than has ever before been known. As time goes on, 

fewer and fewer among men will remain aloof from one or the other of these camps. 

“Then when the Lord comes, he himself will both cause and complete the division among the 

people. Then there will be a great day of separation in which the wicked will be consumed and 

the righteous will be rewarded. … 

“… The Lord does not delight in the destruction of the wicked. His bounteous mercy and grace 

and goodness are available for all men in all ages, but they are poured out only upon those whose 

works merit the receipt of such a wondrous boon. ‘For behold, the righteous shall not perish; for 

the time surely must come that all they who fight against Zion shall be cut off.’”  

 

Doctrine and Covenants 1:14 

14 And the arm of the Lord shall be revealed; and the day cometh that they who will not hear the 

voice of the Lord, neither the voice of his servants, neither give heed to the words of the prophets 

and apostles, shall be cut off from among the people 

 

2 Nephi 28:32 

32 Wo be unto the Gentiles, saith the Lord God of Hosts! For notwithstanding I shall lengthen 

out mine arm unto them from day to day, they will deny me; nevertheless, I will be merciful unto 

them, saith the Lord God, if they will repent and come unto me; for mine arm is lengthened out 

all the day long, saith the Lord God of Hosts. 

 

Doctrine and Covenants 43:24-25 



24 O, ye nations of the earth, how often would I have gathered you together as a hen gathereth 

her chickens under her wings, but ye would not! 

25 How oft have I called upon you by the mouth of my servants, and by the ministering of 

angels, and by mine own voice, and by the voice of thunderings, and by the voice of lightnings, 

and by the voice of tempests, and by the voice of earthquakes, and great hailstorms, and by the 

voice of famines and pestilences of every kind, and by the great sound of a trump, and by the 

voice of judgment, and by the voice of mercy all the day long, and by the voice of glory and 

honor and the riches of eternal life, and would have saved you with an everlasting salvation, but 

ye would not! 


