
UNDERSTANDING JEREMIAH 

CHAPTER 10 

V. 1.00 

Learn not the way of other nations—Their gods are idols and molten images—The Lord is the 

true and living God. 

 

1 Hear ye the word which the LORD speaketh unto you, O house of Israel: 

2 Thus saith the LORD, Learn not the way of the heathen, and be not dismayed at the signs of 

heaven; for the heathen are dismayed at them. 

3 For the customs [TG Traditions of Men] of the people are vain: for one cutteth a tree out of the 

forest, the work of the hands of the workman, with the axe. 
 
Footnote (a) customs 
Isaiah 40 

19 The workman melteth a graven image, and the goldsmith spreadeth it over with gold, and 

casteth silver chains. 

20 He that is so impoverished that he hath no oblation chooseth a tree that will not rot; he 

seeketh unto him a cunning workman to prepare a graven image, that shall not be moved. 
 
Vain Trees: Jeremiah 10:1–3 opens with a clear warning from the Lord for His covenant people 

to avoid the false religious practices of surrounding nations. He commands Israel not to “learn 

the way of the heathen” or to fear the “signs of heaven,” reminding them that eclipses, comets, or 

other celestial events are natural creations under His control, not omens to dread. The Lord calls 

the customs of these nations “vain,” describing how they cut down a tree and shape it with an 

axe to fashion an idol—a powerless object made by human hands. From a Latter-day Saint 

perspective, these verses echo the Book of Mormon’s repeated cautions against the “traditions of 

men” (Mosiah 1:5; Alma 31:27) and align with modern counsel to avoid idolatry in any form, 

whether it be worship of material possessions, status, or habits that displace devotion to God (see 

Doctrine and Covenants 1:16; Spencer W. Kimball, “The False Gods We Worship,” Ensign, 

June 1976). Together they emphasize that faith and trust must rest on the living God rather than 

on man-made rituals or superstitious fears. 
 
Jeremiah’s image of felling a tree, shaping it, and adorning it as an idol can invite thoughtful 

reflection on how some modern Christmas customs can drift toward materialism or empty 

tradition if Christ is forgotten. The Bible does not forbid celebrating Christ’s birth, but the 

warning against “traditions of men” (Mosiah 1:5) reminds believers to keep the holiday centered 

on the Savior rather than on commercial excess, vanity, or superstition. President Dieter F. 



Uchtdorf observed that “sometimes we get so caught up in the busyness of Christmas that we 

lose sight of the simple beauty of the season” (Ensign, Dec. 2010). Decorating trees or 

exchanging gifts can resemble the “vain customs” Jeremiah condemned.  

 

Isaiah 40:19–20 continues the prophet’s message about the emptiness of idolatry. He describes 

how a craftsman melts metal to form an image, overlays it with gold, and adorns it with silver 

chains—yet it remains only a man-made object. Even someone too poor to offer an expensive 

sacrifice still searches for a durable piece of wood and hires a skilled artisan to carve a figure 

“that shall not be moved.” Isaiah highlights the irony: people exert great effort and spend 

resources to fashion a god that cannot speak, move, or save. 

 

From a Latter-day Saint perspective, these verses echo the recurring scriptural warning against 

worshiping “the work of men’s hands” (Psalm 115:4–8; Mosiah 12:36). Modern prophets 

likewise caution that idolatry is not limited to carved statues but includes anything—wealth, 

reputation, habits, or even cultural traditions—that displaces trust in the living God (see Doctrine 

and Covenants 1:16; Spencer W. Kimball, “The False Gods We Worship,” Ensign, June 1976). 

Isaiah’s vivid imagery invites believers to examine their own lives and ensure that their devotion 

is directed toward the true and living Lord rather than toward material or man-made substitutes. 
 

Jeremiah 10 (cont.) 
4 They deck it with silver and with gold; they fasten it with nails and with hammers, that it move 

not. 

5 They are upright as the palm tree, but speak not: they must needs be borne, because they 

cannot go. Be not afraid of them; for they cannot do evil, neither also is it in them to do good. 
 
Footnote (a) borne  
Isaiah 46: 7 

6 They lavish gold out of the bag, and weigh silver in the balance, and hire a goldsmith; and he 

maketh it a god: they fall down, yea, they worship 
7 They bear him upon the shoulder, they carry him, and set him in his place, and he standeth; 

from his place shall he not remove: yea, one shall cry unto him, yet can he not answer, nor save 

him out of his trouble. 
 
Dumb and Motionless: Jeremiah 10:4–5 expands the picture of lifeless idols that began in the 

previous verses. The prophet notes how people decorate their carved trees with silver and gold 

and then secure them with nails so they will not topple. These idols may stand tall and 

impressive—“upright as the palm tree”—but they cannot speak, move, or act. Jeremiah reassures 

Israel not to fear such objects: they have no power to harm or to help. 



 
Jeremiah’s image of an idol “fastened with nails and hammers, that it move not” becomes an 

unsettling metaphor when paired with Captain Moroni’s rebuke to the complacent Nephite 

leaders in Alma 60. Moroni condemned their failure to act in defense of liberty, asking if they sat 

“upon [their] thrones in a state of thoughtless stupor” while others bled for the cause of freedom 

(Alma 60:7). Likewise, Jeremiah warned those who chanted “The temple of the Lord” as if the 

holy building alone could save them (Jeremiah 7:4). In a grim twist of irony, when disciples 

cling to outward symbols or comfortable positions instead of living covenant faith, they mirror 

the very idols Jeremiah described—glittering yet motionless, unable to speak or move toward 

God. Such warnings urge us to rise from spiritual paralysis and let the living Christ, not lifeless 

traditions, animate our devotion and action. 
 
Isaiah 46:6–7 delivers a strikingly similar message to Jeremiah’s warning against lifeless idols. 

The prophet describes people emptying their purses of gold, carefully weighing silver, and 

paying a skilled goldsmith to fashion a god. Once the idol is complete, they carry it on their 

shoulders and set it in a fixed spot where it remains motionless. Despite their reverent cries, this 

man-made object “cannot answer, nor save … out of trouble.” 

 

Isaiah’s irony is sharp: worshippers spend wealth and effort to create something that is utterly 

powerless. Latter-day Saint scripture echoes this truth—“Cursed is he that putteth his trust in 

man, or maketh flesh his arm” (2 Nephi 28:31). Modern prophets teach that idolatry need not 

involve statues; it can be any pursuit or possession that displaces God in our hearts (see Spencer 

W. Kimball, “The False Gods We Worship,” Ensign, June 1976). Isaiah invites believers to 

recognize that only the living God can hear, respond, and save, making every other object of 

devotion—no matter how costly—empty and incapable of deliverance. 
 
 
Jeremiah 10 (cont.) 
6 Forasmuch as there is none like unto thee, O LORD; thou art great, and thy name is great in 

might. 

7 Who would not fear thee, O King of nations? for to thee doth it appertain: forasmuch as among 

all the wise men of the nations, and in all their kingdoms, there is none like unto thee. 

8 But they are altogether brutish and foolish: the stock is a doctrine of vanities. 

9 Silver spread into plates is brought from Tarshish, and gold from Uphaz, the work of the 

workman, and of the hands of the founder: blue and purple is their clothing: they are all the work 

of cunning men. 
 
Foolish brutes: Jeremiah 10:8–9, Helaman 13:24–29, and Mormon 8:35–41 together offer a 



powerful, interwoven warning about the danger of replacing God’s voice with flattering, empty, 

or man-made substitutes. In Jeremiah, the prophet condemns those who fashion idols—lavishly 

adorned with silver and gold, clothed in blue and purple—only to worship “altogether brutish 

and foolish” objects that teach nothing but “doctrines of vanities.” The wealth, skill, and effort 

lavished on these lifeless images cannot make them living or saving; they remain powerless, 

reflecting humanity’s folly when devotion is misdirected. Helaman 13 presents a striking parallel 

among the Nephites: they reject true prophets who testify of sin, yet eagerly lift up those who tell 

them what they want to hear, rewarding flattering words with gold, silver, and costly apparel. In 

doing so, they elevate human wisdom and vain counsel above divine instruction, mirroring the 

same error Jeremiah described in idol worship. 
 

Moroni, writing in Mormon 8, extends this pattern to Latter-day Saints in our day, highlighting 

the subtle yet dangerous forms of idolatry that persist within the church itself. Pride, love of 

wealth, fine apparel, and the adornment of buildings become modern “idols,” diverting attention 

from the poor, the needy, and the covenant responsibilities of discipleship. Those who seek 

worldly praise or comfort over righteous action, Moroni warns, “pollute the holy church of 

God,” building up “secret abominations” that cry for vengeance. Together, these passages reveal 

a recurring human tendency: to fashion and follow the flattering, lifeless substitutes we prefer 

over God’s truth, whether in carved images, deceptive teachers, or personal pride. The scriptures 

call each generation to examine its devotion, rejecting empty vanities and aligning hearts with 

the living, saving God who alone can answer, redeem, and guide. 

 
Footnote (a) work 
Psalms 115: 4 
4 Their idols are silver and gold, the work of men’s hands. 

5 They have mouths, but they speak not: eyes have they, but they see not: 

6 They have ears, but they hear not: noses have they, but they smell not: 

7 They have hands, but they handle not: feet have they, but they walk not: neither speak they 

through their throat. 

8 They that make them are like unto them; so is every one that trusteth in them. 

9 O Israel, trust thou in the Lord: he is their help and their shield. 

10 O house of Aaron, trust in the Lord: he is their help and their shield. 

11 Ye that fear the Lord, trust in the Lord: he is their help and their shield. 

12 The Lord hath been mindful of us: he will bless us; he will bless the house of Israel; he will 

bless the house of Aaron. 

13 He will bless them that fear the Lord, both small and great. 
 
You have lips, but you cannot sing: Psalm 115:4–13 offers a stark contrast between powerless 

idols and the living God. Verses 4–8 describe idols as the “work of men’s hands”—silver and 



gold crafted by human skill. Though they may have mouths, eyes, ears, or hands, they cannot 

speak, see, hear, handle, or move; those who make them or put their trust in them are compared 

to the lifeless objects themselves. In contrast, verses 9–13 call God’s people—Israel, the house 

of Aaron, and all who fear the Lord—to trust in Him, emphasizing that He alone is “their help 

and their shield.” Unlike the mute and immobile idols, the Lord is aware of His people, mindful 

of their needs, and able to bless both small and great. 
 

From a Latter-day Saint perspective, these verses reinforce the recurring scriptural principle that 

trust placed in man-made objects, worldly pursuits, or flattering voices is futile. The faithful are 

instead invited to anchor their hope in the living God, whose power and guidance are real and 

effective. Psalm 115 thus complements the warnings of Jeremiah, Isaiah, Helaman, and Moroni: 

human craftsmanship or human praise, no matter how costly or skillful, cannot save, and only 

devotion to God brings true blessing and protection. It highlights that faithfulness, not adornment 

or appearance, determines spiritual vitality and divine favor. 
 
3 Nephi 24:8–18 presents a powerful contrast between those who rob the Lord through neglect or 

disobedience and those who fear Him and honor His commandments. The Lord accuses the 

people of robbing Him by withholding tithes and offerings, demonstrating that idolatry or 

misplaced devotion often goes hand in hand with spiritual negligence—trusting in wealth, power, 

or vain substitutes rather than God. Such actions bring a curse, yet the Lord promises blessings 

for obedience: when tithes are brought into His storehouse, He will pour out abundance, protect 

their crops from the devourer, and make the nation delightsome. In contrast, those who fear the 

Lord—who genuinely seek Him and think upon His name—are heard, remembered in a “book of 

remembrance,” and reserved as His treasured jewels. The passage emphasizes that true devotion 

is measured not by outward adornment or flattering traditions, but by heartfelt obedience, 

reverence, and fear of the Lord. It aligns closely with the warnings of Jeremiah, Helaman, and 

Moroni: misplaced trust in man-made idols or vain flattery “robs” God of what is due, while 

sincere faithfulness ensures divine protection, remembrance, and ultimate distinction between the 

righteous and the wicked. 

 
 
Footnote (b) cunning  
Doctrine and Covenants 124: 84 

84 And with my servant Almon Babbitt, there are many things with which I am not pleased; 

behold, he aspireth to establish his counsel instead of the counsel which I have ordained, even 

that of the Presidency of my Church; and he setteth up a golden calf for the worship of my 

people. 

85 Let no man go from this place who has come here essaying to keep my commandments. 



86 If they live here let them live unto me; and if they die let them die unto me; for they shall rest 

from all their labors here, and shall continue their works. 

 

D&C124:84. “He Aspireth to Establish His Counsel instead of the Counsel Which I Have 

Ordained”  

The Lord reprimanded Almon Babbitt for trying to circumvent the authority of the Prophet and 

for his greed, which the Lord likened to setting up a golden calf. Apparently, as Smith and 

Sjodahl recorded, Almon Babbitt’s “chief ambition was to make money, and . . . he advised the 

Saints to leave Nauvoo, contrary to the counsel of the Church leaders. Perhaps he was interested 

in the sale of land elsewhere. At all events, when the Saints left Nauvoo, he was appointed one of 

the real estate agents in whose hands the abandoned property was left, to be disposed of on the 

best terms obtainable. How he discharged this duty, we may infer from the following statement 

of Heber C. Kimball: ‘My house was sold at 1,700, intended to be used to help to gather the 

Saints; but Almon W. Babbitt put it in his pocket, I suppose’ (Journal of Discourses, Vol. VIII., 

p. 350).” (Commentary, p. 784.) 

 

(Doctrine and Covenants Student Manual, Religion 324 and 325, 2001, Section 124: A Solemn 

Proclamation: The Priesthood Order Is Established, p.308-309) 

 
Priestcraft, the golden calf: Doctrine and Covenants 124:84–86 provides a clear example of the 

dangers described in 2 Nephi 26:29–31, particularly regarding priestcraft and the pursuit of 

personal gain over the welfare of God’s people. Almon Babbitt’s “chief ambition was to make 

money,” advising the Saints to leave Nauvoo contrary to prophetic counsel and later 

misappropriating property for his own benefit. In doing so, he exemplified the very priestcraft 

Nephi warned against—setting himself up as a guide or authority for personal gain, seeking the 

praise and profit of the world rather than the welfare of Zion. Nephi emphasizes that true labor in 

God’s kingdom must be motivated by charity and love, not money, and that those who labor for 

personal gain “shall perish.” Babbitt’s actions, likened by the Lord to setting up a golden calf, 

illustrate how ambition divorced from charity becomes a spiritual idol, robbing both the people 

and the Lord of what is due and threatening the spiritual and temporal welfare of the Saints. 
 
The principle that ambition divorced from charity becomes a spiritual idol is reinforced in Jacob 

2:18–19, where Jacob exhorts the people to “seek first the kingdom of God” before pursuing 

riches. True ambition, when aligned with the gospel, is never for self-aggrandizement, family 

status, or personal gain; rather, it is meant to bless others and advance God’s purposes. Jacob 

teaches that after obtaining a hope in Christ, one may seek wealth, but only “for the intent to do 

good—to clothe the naked, and to feed the hungry, and to liberate the captive, and administer 

relief to the sick and the afflicted.” When ambition focuses on personal enrichment or worldly 

prestige, it mirrors the golden calves, lifeless idols, and vain counsel condemned throughout 



scripture—from Jeremiah and Isaiah to Helaman and Moroni. Such ambition becomes a spiritual 

idol: impressive outwardly, motivating vain actions, but ultimately incapable of guiding, saving, 

or blessing, and a snare that can rob both the individual and the community of the blessings that 

come from charity, humility, and obedience to God. 
 
The modern false “prosperity gospel” is a contemporary example of ambition divorced from 

charity becoming a spiritual idol. Like the golden calves of Jeremiah 10, the flattering counselors 

in Helaman 13, or Almon Babbitt’s pursuit of personal gain in D&C 124, the prosperity gospel 

encourages individuals to seek wealth and success as a sign of divine favor, often promising 

material blessings in exchange for devotion or donations. This teaching misdirects faith from the 

living God to human desire, making riches an object of worship and self-interest the guiding 

principle. Scripture consistently counters this approach: Jacob 2:18–19 and 2 Nephi 26:29–31 

emphasize that true labor, ambition, and effort in God’s kingdom must be motivated by charity, 

service, and the welfare of Zion, not personal enrichment. By elevating wealth above obedience, 

love, and service, the prosperity gospel functions as a modern spiritual idol—glittering and 

alluring outwardly, yet powerless to bless, redeem, or save, echoing the age-old warnings from 

the prophets. 
 

Jeremiah 10 (cont.) 
10 But the LORD is the true God, he is the living God, and an everlasting king: at his wrath the 

earth shall tremble, and the nations shall not be able to abide his indignation. 

11 Thus shall ye say unto them, The gods [TG Idolatry] that have not made the heavens and the 

earth, even they shall perish from the earth, and from under these heavens. 

12 He hath made the earth by his power, he hath established the world by his wisdom, and hath 

stretched out the heavens by his discretion. 

13 When he uttereth his voice, there is a multitude of waters in the heavens, and he causeth the 

vapours to ascend from the ends of the earth; he maketh lightnings with rain, and bringeth forth 

the wind out of his treasures [HEB storehouses]. 

14 Every man is brutish in his knowledge: every founder is confounded by the graven image 

[TG Idolatry]: for his molten image is falsehood, and there is no breath in them. 

15 They are vanity, and the work of errors [HEB mockery]: in the time of their visitation they 

shall perish. 
 
Footnote (b) visitation  

Doctrine and Covenants 56: 1 

1 Hearken, O ye people who profess my name, saith the Lord your God; for behold, mine anger 

is kindled against the rebellious, and they shall know mine arm and mine indignation, in the day 

of visitation and of wrath upon the nations. 



2 And he that will not take up his cross and follow me, and keep my commandments, the same 

shall not be saved. 

3 Behold, I, the Lord, command; and he that will not obey shall be cut off in mine own due time, 

after I have commanded and the commandment is broken. 

4 Wherefore I, the Lord, command and revoke, as it seemeth me good; and all this to be 

answered upon the heads of the rebellious, saith the Lord. 

11 And though the heaven and the earth pass away, these words shall not pass away, but shall be 

fulfilled. 

12 And if my servant Joseph Smith, Jun., must needs pay the money, behold, I, the Lord, will 

pay it unto him again in the land of Missouri, that those of whom he shall receive may be 

rewarded again according to that which they do; 

13 For according to that which they do they shall receive, even in lands for their inheritance. 

14 Behold, thus saith the Lord unto my people—you have many things to do and to repent of; for 

behold, your sins have come up unto me, and are not pardoned, because you seek to counsel in 

your own ways. 

15 And your hearts are not satisfied. And ye obey not the truth, but have pleasure in 

unrighteousness. 

16 Wo unto you rich men, that will not give your substance to the poor, for your riches will 

canker your souls; and this shall be your lamentation in the day of visitation, and of judgment, 

and of indignation: The harvest is past, the summer is ended, and my soul is not saved! 

17 Wo unto you poor men, whose hearts are not broken, whose spirits are not contrite, and 

whose bellies are not satisfied, and whose hands are not stayed from laying hold upon other 

men’s goods, whose eyes are full of greediness, and who will not labor with your own hands! 

18 But blessed are the poor who are pure in heart, whose hearts are broken, and whose spirits are 

contrite, for they shall see the kingdom of God coming in power and great glory unto their 

deliverance; for the fatness of the earth shall be theirs. 

19 For behold, the Lord shall come, and his recompense shall be with him, and he shall reward 

every man, and the poor shall rejoice; 

20 And their generations shall inherit the earth from generation to generation, forever and ever. 

And now I make an end of speaking unto you. Even so. Amen. 
 
Blessed are the poor for theirs is the kingdom of heaven: Doctrine and Covenants 56:16–18 

draws a sharp distinction between those whose wealth or poverty becomes a snare and those who 

cultivate hearts of humility and charity. The Lord pronounces woe on the rich who hoard their 

substance instead of helping the poor, warning that their riches “will canker [their] souls,” and 

they will lament in the day of visitation and judgment. Likewise, the poor who are greedy, 

unrepentant, and unwilling to labor with their own hands are condemned, for covetousness and 

idleness prevent them from partaking in God’s blessings. In contrast, only the poor who are pure 

in heart, whose hearts are broken and spirits contrite, are promised deliverance and the 



inheritance of the earth. This teaching echoes Jesus’ words in Matthew 19:23–24, where He 

declares that a rich man will “hardly enter into the kingdom of heaven” and that it is easier for a 

camel to pass through the eye of a needle than for the wealthy to gain eternal life. The principle 

is clear: neither wealth hoarded selfishly nor poverty lived in covetousness secures exaltation.  

 
Jeremiah 10 (cont.) 
16 The portion of Jacob is not like them: for he is the former of all things; and Israel is the rod of 

his inheritance: The LORD of hosts is his name. 

 

(23-22) Jeremiah 10:1–16. Some Common Logic about Idols 

In a profound and yet simple chain of reasoning, Jeremiah showed the stupidity and sheer illogic 

of worshiping an idol. People take such materials as wood and precious metals which they work 

and shape at their own will, making all kinds of objects of service. Then they take those same 

materials, make them into an idol by the work of their own hands, and suddenly expect the idol 

to be filled with supernatural power and be able to provide miraculous aid for the person who 

made it. 

(Old Testament Student Manual 1 Kings–Malachi, Religion 302, Chapter 23: As Ye Sow, So 
Shall Ye Reap, Jeremiah 1-19) 
 
Jeremiah 10 (cont.) 
17 ¶ Gather up thy wares out of the land, O inhabitant of the fortress. 

18 For thus saith the LORD, Behold, I will sling out the inhabitants of the land at this once, and 

will distress them, that they may find it so. 

19 ¶ Woe is me for my hurt! my wound is grievous: but I said, Truly this is a grief, and I must 

bear it. 

20 My tabernacle is spoiled, and all my cords are broken: my children are gone forth of me, and 

they are not: there is none to stretch forth my tent any more, and to set up my curtains. 

21 For the pastors [TG Shepherd] are become brutish, and have not sought the LORD: therefore 

they shall not prosper, and all their flocks shall be scattered. 

22 Behold, the noise of the bruit is come, and a great commotion out of the north country, to 

make the cities of Judah desolate, and a den of dragons [HEB jackals]. 

23 ¶ O LORD, I know that the way of man is not in himself: it is not in man that walketh to 

direct his steps. 

24 O LORD, correct [TG Punish] me, but with judgment; not in thine anger, lest thou bring me 

to nothing. 
 
Correct me dear Lord: Jeremiah 10:20–24 presents a vivid picture of spiritual and societal 

collapse when leadership and devotion fail. The Lord laments, “My tabernacle is spoiled, and all 

my cords are broken,” portraying a people scattered and abandoned, with no one left to “stretch 

https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/study/scriptures/ot/jer/10?lang=eng&id=p1-p16#p1


forth my tent or set up my curtains”—a metaphor for both the temple and the covenant people (it 

is also a metaphor for Zion, the New Jerusalem). The prophet explicitly identifies the cause: “the 

pastors are become brutish, and have not sought the LORD,” resulting in scattered flocks and the 

impending desolation of Judah at the hands of foreign invaders (“a den of dragons,” or jackals). 

Amid this dire warning, Jeremiah acknowledges human limitation, declaring, “the way of man is 

not in himself: it is not in man that walketh to direct his steps” (v. 23). In humility, he appeals to 

the Lord for measured correction: “correct me, but with judgment; not in thine anger, lest thou 

bring me to nothing” (v. 24). These verses underscore the intertwined dangers of brutish 

leadership, idolatry, and self-reliant ambition: when those meant to guide the people pursue their 

own counsel instead of God’s, both leaders and followers suffer profound loss, and only a 

humble, God-centered heart can endure divine correction and avoid total destruction. 

 

Hosea 4:6 warns, “My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge,” emphasizing the 

consequences when God’s instructions are ignored and human priorities take precedence over 

His will. This principle is powerfully illustrated in the parable of the Nobleman and His Olive 

Trees (Doctrine and Covenants 101:43–51). The nobleman entrusted his servants with a choice 

piece of land, commanding them to plant olive trees, build a tower, and set watchmen to protect 

the vineyard. Yet the servants focused on their own gain, questioning the need for the tower and 

considering money more important than the Lord’s instructions. Because they hearkened not to 

the master, slothfulness set in, and the enemy came at night to destroy the olive trees, 

representing the stakes of Zion (or the church). The parallel to Jeremiah 10 is clear: just as 

brutish and negligent leadership allowed the northern armies to devastate Judah, so too does 

neglect of God’s commandments and focus on worldly gain invite destruction upon His people. 

Both passages underscore that knowledge, diligence, and obedience are essential to preserving 

the Lord’s work and protecting His covenant people from ruin. 
 
Footnote (b) judgement  
Ezekiel 34: 16 
16 I will seek that which was lost, and bring again that which was driven away, and will bind up 

that which was broken, and will strengthen that which was sick: but I will destroy the fat and the 

strong; I will feed them with judgment. 
 
Footnote (c) fat 
Isaiah 10 

16 Therefore shall the Lord, the Lord of hosts, send among his fat ones leanness; and under his 

glory he shall kindle a burning like the burning of a fire. 
 

Ezekiel 34 (cont.) 
17 And as for you, O my flock [TG Sheep], thus saith the Lord God; Behold, I judge between 



cattle and cattle [HEB between sheep and sheep; i.e., between one sheep and another], between 

the rams and the he goats. 
 
Footnote (b) judge  

Ezekiel 20 

38 And I will purge out from among you the rebels, and them that transgress against me: I will 

bring them forth out of the country where they sojourn, and they shall not enter into the land of 

Israel: and ye shall know that I am the Lord. 
 
Sheep and sheep: Ezekiel 34:16–17 presents a profound lesson about God’s judgment within 

His own people, showing that both the wicked and the faithful may appear outwardly similar—

“sheep and sheep”—yet their hearts and actions distinguish them. The Lord promises to seek the 

lost, restore the driven away, bind up the broken, and strengthen the sick, showing care for the 

humble and contrite. At the same time, He declares that the “fat and strong”—those who are 

proud, self-sufficient, or indifferent to the needy—will be destroyed, echoing Isaiah 10:16, where 

God sends leanness upon the proud. By using the metaphor of “sheep and sheep,” the Lord 

emphasizes that He judges His people not by outward appearance or association but by the 

disposition of their hearts and the use of their resources; one may be “fat” (rich) and careless, 

while another is “lean” (poor) yet faithful. Verse 17 reinforces this by portraying a careful 

sorting: He will distinguish between the rams and the he-goats, separating the righteous from the 

selfish. This imagery underscores a consistent biblical principle: God’s judgment is righteous 

and discerning, and even within the covenant people, He holds both the proud and the humble 

accountable according to their obedience, charity, and care for others. 
 
Doctrine and Covenants 64 
34 Behold, the Lord requireth the heart and a willing mind; and the willing and obedient shall eat 

the good of the land of Zion in these last days. 

35 And the rebellious shall be cut off out of the land of Zion, and shall be sent away, and shall 

not inherit the land. 

36 For, verily I say that the rebellious are not of the blood of Ephraim, wherefore they shall be 

plucked out. 

 
Doctrine and Covenants 38 
25 And again I say unto you, let every man esteem his brother as himself. 

26 For what man among you having twelve sons, and is no respecter of them, and they serve him 

obediently, and he saith unto the one: Be thou clothed in robes and sit thou here; and to the other: 

Be thou clothed in rags and sit thou there—and looketh upon his sons and saith I am just? 



27 Behold, this I have given unto you as a parable, and it is even as I am. I say unto you, be one; 

and if ye are not one ye are not mine. 

 

Be one, or you’re not mine: The principles in Doctrine and Covenants 64:34–36 and 38:25–27 

complement the warnings of Ezekiel 34 by emphasizing that God’s judgment and blessings are 

determined by the heart, obedience, and the equitable treatment of others. In D&C 64, the Lord 

makes clear that it is the willing and obedient who will “eat the good of the land of Zion,” while 

the rebellious—those who act out of pride, selfishness, or disregard for His commandments—

will be cut off and removed from the inheritance. This mirrors the imagery of the “fat and 

strong” versus the humble and contrite in Ezekiel, showing that privilege or outward appearance 

alone does not secure blessing. Doctrine and Covenants 38 further reinforces this principle 

through the parable of the father and his twelve sons: a father who shows partiality, clothing one 

in fine robes while leaving another in rags despite equal obedience, acts unjustly, just as God 

sees injustice among His people. He teaches that unity, equity, and love are essential: “be one; 

and if ye are not one ye are not mine.” Together, these passages highlight that God’s assessment 

transcends external wealth, status, or appearance; blessings in Zion come to those whose hearts 

are right, who labor righteously, and who treat others with charity and fairness, while the proud, 

covetous, and unjust—regardless of outward position—face removal and judgment. 

 

Ezekiel 34 (cont.) 
18 Seemeth it a small thing unto you to have eaten up the good pasture, but ye must tread down 

with your feet the residue of your pastures? and to have drunk of the deep waters, but ye must 

foul [TG Pollution] the residue with your feet? 

19 And as for my flock, they eat that which ye have trodden with your feet; and they drink that 

which ye have fouled with your feet. 

20 ¶ Therefore thus saith the Lord God unto them; Behold, I, even I, will judge between the fat 

cattle and between the lean cattle. 
21 Because ye have thrust with side and with shoulder, and pushed all the diseased with your 

horns, till ye have scattered them abroad; 

22 Therefore will I save my flock, and they shall no more be a prey; and I will judge between 

cattle and cattle. 

23 And I will set up one shepherd over them, and he shall feed them, even my servant David 

[TG Millennium]; he shall feed them, and he shall be their shepherd. 

 
Footnote (a) one 

Ezekiel 37 

22 And I will make them one nation in the land upon the mountains of Israel; and one king shall 

be king to them all: and they shall be no more two nations, neither shall they be divided into two 

kingdoms any more at all: 



 

One nation: Ezekiel 34:18–23 further develops the theme of God’s discerning judgment among 

His people, emphasizing the consequences of selfishness and abuse of position. The Lord 

condemns those who have exploited the flock—“eaten up the good pasture” and “fouled the 

residue with your feet”—highlighting how the proud and self-serving harm not only themselves 

but also the vulnerable, the humble, and the faithful. Because of this oppression, God declares 

that He will personally intervene to “judge between the fat cattle and between the lean cattle,” 

ensuring that the righteous are protected and the wicked held accountable. Those who have 

pushed, scattered, and harmed the flock will face correction, while His faithful people will “no 

more be a prey.” Finally, God promises to establish “one shepherd…even my servant David” to 

guide and feed the flock, symbolizing the ultimate righteous leadership in the Millennium, when 

Christ Himself will shepherd His covenant people.  

 

The scriptures and promises are clear- the Lord’s judgment and restoration are not merely 

theoretical or spiritual concepts, but will be realized in concrete, physical terms. God promises to 

unify His scattered and afflicted people into “one nation in the land upon the mountains of 

Israel,” with a single righteous king ruling over them, so that they shall no longer be divided or 

torn into factions. This fulfills His promise to protect, judge, and shepherd His flock, ensuring 

that the faithful are gathered, restored, and preserved, while the proud and self-serving are held 

accountable. The prophecy emphasizes that God’s deliverance is tangible: He will physically 

gather His people, reestablish righteous leadership, and create unity and order, demonstrating 

that divine judgment and mercy operate in both spiritual and temporal realms, fully intertwining 

obedience, stewardship, and the restoration of Zion as a literal, united nation. 

 

Jeremiah 10 (fin) 
25 Pour out thy fury upon the heathen that know thee not, and upon the families that call not on 

thy name: for they have eaten up Jacob, and devoured him, and consumed him, and have made 

his habitation desolate. 

 

Footnote (a) families  

Ephesians 6 

1 Children, obey your parents in the Lord: for this is right. 

2 Honour thy father and mother; (which is the first commandment with promise;) 

3 That it may be well with thee, and thou mayest live long on the earth. 

4 And, ye fathers, provoke not your children to wrath: but bring them up in the nurture and 

admonition of the Lord. 

 

3 Nephi 25 

1 For behold, the day cometh that shall burn as an oven; and all the proud, yea, and all that do 



wickedly, shall be stubble; and the day that cometh shall burn them up, saith the Lord of Hosts, 

that it shall leave them neither root nor branch. 

2 But unto you that fear my name, shall the Son of Righteousness arise with healing in his wings; 

and ye shall go forth and grow up as calves in the stall. 

3 And ye shall tread down the wicked; for they shall be ashes under the soles of your feet in the 

day that I shall do this, saith the Lord of Hosts. 

4 Remember ye the law of Moses, my servant, which I commanded unto him in Horeb for all 

Israel, with the statutes and judgments. 

 

Remember ye the law of Moses: Jeremiah 10:25 makes clear that the judgment of nations and 

peoples comes as a direct consequence of a fundamental breakdown in obedience to God’s 

commandments. The heathen and families who “call not on thy name” have destroyed Jacob 

because they have neglected the principles of righteousness, justice, and familial responsibility 

embedded in the Ten Commandments—principles reiterated in Ephesians 6, where children are 

commanded to obey their parents, and parents are counseled to nurture and admonish their 

children in the Lord. In the modern parallel, when the Lord sends His servant Joseph Smith Jr. to 

prepare the way before Him (3 Nephi 24-25), he is reminded to “remember ye the law of Moses 

which I commanded unto him in Horeb,” emphasizing that divine judgment and instruction must 

be rooted in the timeless principles of the Ten Commandments. Obedience, justice, and proper 

stewardship of family and societal responsibilities form the foundation for receiving God’s 

blessings and avoiding His judgments. This principle finds contemporary reinforcement in the 

Family: A Proclamation to the World, which warns: “We warn that individuals who violate 

covenants of chastity, who abuse spouse or offspring, or who fail to fulfill family responsibilities 

will one day stand accountable before God. Further, we warn that the disintegration of the family 

will bring upon individuals, communities, and nations the calamities foretold by ancient and 

modern prophets.” Together, these scriptures and modern revelations underscore that adherence 

to God’s commandments—particularly in the home and family—is central to both personal and 

national righteousness, and that neglect or rebellion invites inevitable consequences. 
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