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CHAPTER 14

Jeremiah prays because of dearth and famine—The Lord will not hear because of the wickedness
of His people.

(23-30) Jeremiah 14—15. A Prophet’s Prayer

Jeremiah 1415 presents a discussion between Jeremiah and the Lord concerning a great drought
and the effects attending it. Both people and animals were affected greatly, as Keil and Delitzsch
wrote: “The distress arising from a lengthened drought [Jeremiah 14:2-6] gives the prophet
occasion for urgent prayer on behalf of his people [Jeremiah 14:7-9, 19-22]; but the Lord rejects
all intercession, and gives the people notice, for their apostasy from Him, of their coming
destruction by sword, famine, and pestilence [Jeremiah 14:10-18; 15:1-9]. ... the discourse
concludes with general considerations upon the roots of the mischief, together with prayers for
the prophet’s safety, and statements as to the way by which judgment may be turned aside.”
(Commentary, 8:1:242-43.)

(Old Testament Student Manual 1 Kings—Malachi, Religion 302, Chapter 23: As Ye Sow, So
Shall Ye Reap)

Jeremiah 14 (start)

1 The word of the LORD that came to Jeremiah concerning the dearth [TG Famine].

2 Judah mourneth, and the gates thereof languish; they are black unto the ground [OR dejected];
and the cry of Jerusalem is gone up.

3 And their nobles have sent their little ones to the waters: they came to the pits, and found no
water; they returned with their vessels empty; they were ashamed and confounded, and covered
their heads.

4 Because the ground is chapped, for there was no rain in the earth, the plowmen were ashamed,
they covered their heads.

5 Yea, the hind also calved in the field, and forsook it, because there was no grass.

6 And the wild asses did stand in the high places, they snuffed up the wind like dragons

[HEB jackals]; their eyes did fail, because there was no grass.

(23-31) Jeremiah 14:1-6. How Serious Was the Drought?

Everyone, even the wealthy, was affected by the drought, a calamity to which Judah was often
subject. Ordinarily Judah’s summers are dry, for little rain falls from April to the middle of
October. This scanty rainfall leaves the rivers low, or even dry, and grass is scarce.



Speaking of the drought of Jeremiah’s day, Keil and Delitzsch wrote that “the country and the
city, the distinguished and the mean, the field and the husbandmen, are thrown into deep
mourning, and the beasts of the field pine away because neither grass nor herb grows. This
description gives a touching picture of the distress into which the land and its inhabitants have
fallen for lack of rain. Judah is the kingdom or the country with its inhabitants; the gates as used
poetically for the cities with the citizens. Not mankind only, but the land itself mourns and pines
away, with all the creatures that live on it; cf. v. 4, where the ground is said to be dismayed along
with the tillers of it.” (Commentary, 8:1:244.)

(Old Testament Student Manual 1 Kings—Malachi, Religion 302, Chapter 23: As Ye Sow, So
Shall Ye Reap)

The Prepared Fear Not: The prophets — ancient and modern — have repeatedly warned of
GREAT DESOLATIONS that include famine. The angel Moroni told Joseph Smith of “great
judgments...with great desolations by famine, sword, and pestilence” that would come in
Joseph’s generation (Joseph Smith—History 1:45).

Early leaders of this dispensation sounded the same trumpet: they commanded Saints to build
storehouses, to lay up grain, and to prepare “against the famine” in plain, uncompromising
language. Heber C. Kimball admonished: “Brethren, go and build your storehouses before your
grain is harvested, and lay it up, and let us never cease until we have got a seven years’ supply.”
(Heber C. Kimball, Journal of Discourses 4:62) Brigham Young, George A. Smith and others
repeated and amplified that counsel — urging that Saints should have multi-year reserves so they
would not be at the mercy of the world (see also Brigham Young and George A. Smith, Journal
of Discourses 12:29; George Q. Cannon, Journal of Discourses 25:31)

The doctrinal counsel is consistent: the Lord’s authorized servants have instructed God’s people
to “prepare every needful thing” and to be self-sustaining temporally as well as spiritually. The
dedicatory prayer for the Kirtland Temple calls Saints to “prepare every needful thing” (Doctrine
and Covenants 109:8), and modern prophets have echoed that urgency: Elder Ezra Taft Benson
taught that producing and storing food “may be as essential to our temporal welfare today as
boarding the ark was to the people in the days of Noah,” and he emphasized wheat and basic
staples as priorities. (D&C 109:8; Ezra Taft Benson, “Prepare for the Days of Tribulation,” Oct.
1980 General Conference)

The warnings are not mere suggestions or optional “good practices.” Early leaders explicitly tied
blessing and protection to obedience in temporal preparedness and warned of the Lord’s
displeasure for neglect. Brigham Young and others warned that “if we do not do as we are told...
the displeasure of the Lord will be upon us, and He will not continue to bless us as He is now



doing.” The model of Joseph of Egypt — storing grain during the years of plenty to survive
seven years of famine — is repeatedly used by our leaders as the literal pattern we are

commanded to emulate.

Make no mistake: every generational prophetic warning here is explicit about cause and effect —
if you are warned and do not prepare, you will be held accountable. Early exhortations go
beyond “have a little extra”; they demand systematic, communal preparation. Heber C. Kimball
and George A. Smith urged Saints to build granaries and “lay up wheat... until every man and
woman has enough on hand to last for seven years,” and other leaders said plainly that those who
obey will be in a position to feed the hungry and even preserve nations, while those who scoff
will suffer the consequences. (Heber C. Kimball, Journal of Discourses 4:62; George A. Smith,
Journal of Discourses 12:142.)

Finally, the Book of Mormon itself frames a typology we must not ignore: Joseph in Egypt is the
type for the latter-day preservation through storehouses. Ether’s prophecy and later Nephite
reflections explicitly point to Joseph of Egypt as a #ype — the Lord will provide a means of
salvation through prepared storehouses in times of famine (see Ether chapter 13 and the Book of
Mormon passages comparing Joseph-in-Egypt and preservation). The Joseph-in-Egypt story is
not incidental; it is invoked as the very model the Saints are to follow — store in plenty to
survive lean years; Joseph of Egypt gathered grain during the years of plenty and “preserve[d]
the remnant” during seven years of famine (Genesis 41; Ether 13).

Jeremiah’s lament over the dearth in Judah paints a scene of absolute temporal and spiritual
desolation — nobles and peasants alike reduced to shame and confusion as the very land
mourned under the heavens’ silence (Jeremiah 14:1-6). The plowmen were “ashamed,” the wild
beasts “snuffed up the wind” in vain, and every vessel returned empty. This image mirrors
precisely the future warnings given to our own generation by latter-day prophets. Just as Judah’s
drought came as a consequence of covenant neglect, so too will the modern famine — both
physical and spiritual — fall upon those who trust in their own wisdom and fail to heed the voice
of the Lord’s anointed. The Lord has already spoken through His servants, commanding His
Saints to “prepare every needful thing” (Doctrine and Covenants 109:8), to “lay up in store”
(Doctrine and Covenants 38:30), and to not procrastinate the day of preparation. Those who obey
— gathering their “seven years’ supply” as Joseph did anciently — shall not fear when the
fountains of the earth are dried up, for they will stand in holy places with confidence and peace.
But those who, like the nobles of Judah, “send their little ones to the waters” and find none —
those who lean unto their own understanding, scoffing at the prophets’ call — will be “ashamed



and confounded” when their vessels return empty and the Lord withholds His hand of
deliverance (Jeremiah 14:3; Proverbs 3:5-7).

Jeremiah 14 (cont.)

7 9 O LORD, though our iniquities testify against us, do thou it for thy name’s sake: for our
backslidings are many; we have sinned against thee.

8 O the hope of Israel, the saviour thereof in time of trouble, why shouldest thou be as a stranger
in the land, and as a wayfaring man that turneth aside to tarry for a night?

9 Why shouldest thou be as a man astonished, as a mighty man that cannot save? yet thou, O
LORD, art in the midst of us, and we are called by thy name; leave us not.

Abide with me Wayfaring Savior: In Jeremiah’s cry, the prophet pleads for mercy amid
national apostasy— “O Lord, though our iniquities testify against us... do thou it for thy name’s
sake” (Jeremiah 14:7). The people of Judah had driven away the very Presence that once
sanctified their temple and city; the “Hope of Israel” now walked as a stranger through desolate
streets, unrecognized in His own land. Jeremiah’s lament cuts deep: the Lord stands ready to
save, yet appears “as a wayfaring man that turneth aside to tarry for a night” (v. 8). Once
enthroned in their midst, He is now but a traveler whose stay is brief—visiting only those still
pure enough to receive Him. The tragedy was not that God had abandoned Judah, but that Judah,
through neglect and rebellion, had built no place fit for Him to abide.

So too in our day has this pattern repeated among the Latter-day Saints. The Lord commanded
the early Saints to “build the tower ”—the watchtower of Zion, the New Jerusalem—to plant
vineyards and gather and produce fruit meet for His kingdom (Doctrine and Covenants 101:43—
62). The Nobleman’s parable was not about stone and mortar alone; it was a charge to raise a
spiritual habitation—a city and a people—where the Lord could reign openly as “their lawgiver”
and “their king” (Isaiah 33:22). But like the slothful servants who reasoned among themselves,
saying, “What need hath my lord of this tower?” (D&C 101:47-48), the Saints delayed,
quarreled, and failed to complete the labor. And so the hedge was broken down, the vineyard laid
waste, and the Lord’s promised open presence temporarily withheld.

He who was meant to be enthroned in Zion now walks as a stranger in Utah—not for lack of
temples or tabernacles, but for lack of holiness. The streets that were meant to echo with His
footsteps are instead filled with merchants and traffickers; and though His name is still upon the
people, the Fullness of His Spirit only tarries among the faithful remnant, as a wayfaring man
visiting for a night. The Lord of the vineyard still stands “in the midst of us,” as Jeremiah said,



yet He is not enthroned among us. Until the tower rises—until Zion is redeemed and made a fit
habitation for the King—He will remain a guest among a scattered house, visiting the humble,
but withholding the fullness of His presence from the unprepared nation that bears His name.

Abide with Me, Wayfaring Savior

(a lament after the manner of Jeremiah)

O Wayfaring Lord, abide with me—"’tis eventide,
Thy footsteps fade beyond the crimson hill.

Our towers crumble, and the watchmen sleep beside
The fields once white—now silent, cold, and still.
We built Thee walls, but not a holy heart;

We sang Thy name, yet not Thy law we kept.

The vineyard’s hedge lies broken, torn apart,
While Thou, long-promised King, hast wept.

O Stranger-God, how could we let Thee roam—
A pilgrim through the streets once meant Thy own?
The tower stands unfinished, Zion’s dome

Awaits the Light our faith has never shown.

Abide with me, though shadows press so near;
Though prophets cry and few their words believe.
Our grain is spent, our fountains lost in fear—

Yet still, for Thy return, we grieve.

Be still, my soul—though clouds obscure His face,
He walks unseen through dust of Gentile lands;

A guest among the faithful few of grace,

Who tarry still with oil in their hands.

O Hope of Israel, Savior of the meek,

Turn once again Thy countenance divine.

Abide with us, though fallen, frail, and weak—
Until the tower rises, and [ AM truly thine.

Jermiah 14 (cont.)

10 q Thus saith the LORD unto this people, Thus have they loved to wander, they have not
refrained their feet, therefore the LORD doth not accept them; he will now remember their
iniquity, and visit their sins.



11 Then said the LORD unto me, Pray not for this people for their good.

Footnotes (a) pray

Jeremiah 7

16 Therefore pray not thou for this people, neither lift up cry nor prayer for them, neither make
intercession to me: for I will not hear thee.

Jeremiah 11
14 Therefore pray not thou for this people, neither lift up a cry or prayer for them: for I will not
hear them in the time that they cry unto me for their trouble.

Jeremiah 14 (cont.)

12 When they fast, I will not hear their cry; and when they offer burnt offering and an oblation, I
will not accept them: but I will consume them by the sword, and by the famine, and by the
pestilence.

Footnotes (a) hear

Mosiah 11

23 And it shall come to pass that except this people repent and turn unto the Lord their God, they
shall be brought into bondage; and none shall deliver them, except it be the Lord the Almighty
God.

24 Yea, and it shall come to pass that when they shall cry unto me I will be slow to hear their
cries; yea, and I will suffer them that they be smitten by their enemies.

25 And except they repent in sackcloth and ashes, and cry mightily to the Lord their God, I will
not hear their prayers, neither will I deliver them out of their afflictions; and thus saith the Lord,
and thus hath he commanded me.

Mosiah 21

15 And now the Lord was slow to hear their cry because of their iniquities; nevertheless the Lord
did hear their cries, and began to soften the hearts of the Lamanites that they began to ease their
burdens; yet the Lord did not see fit to deliver them out of bondage.

Doctrine and Covenants 101

6 Behold, I say unto you, there were jarrings, and contentions, and envyings, and strifes, and
lustful and covetous desires among them; therefore by these things they polluted their
inheritances.



7 They were slow to hearken unto the voice of the Lord their God; therefore, the Lord their God
is slow to hearken unto their prayers, to answer them in the day of their trouble.
8 In the day of their peace they esteemed lightly my counsel; but, in the day of their trouble, of

necessity they feel after me.

Seek Him Early vs Slow to Hear: In Jeremiah’s lament, the Lord’s voice turns from pleading to
judgment: “Thus have they loved to wander ... therefore the LORD doth not accept them”
(Jeremiah 14:10). The people had reached that dreadful point where prayer itself became vain—
where even the prophet was forbidden to intercede. Three times in Jeremiah’s record the Lord
gives the same haunting command: “Pray not thou for this people... for I will not hear”
(Jeremiah 7:16; 11:14; 14:11). When corruption and hypocrisy hardened their hearts, the Lord
withdrew His ear from their petitions. Fasting and burnt offerings—once sacred—became
offensive to Him, for the hands that offered them were unclean (Jeremiah 14:12). It is a sobering
truth: there comes a time when the window of mercy closes, when prayers rise no higher than the
lips that utter them, and the famine, sword, and pestilence fall with divine precision upon an
unrepentant people.

The Book of Mormon bears the same solemn witness. The Lord warned Noah’s people that
unless they repented, “when they shall cry unto me I will be slow to hear their cries” (Mosiah
11:24). Later, when bondage came upon the people of Limhi, the record says plainly that “the
Lord was slow to hear their cry because of their iniquities” (Mosiah 21:15). The Lord does not
reject the cry of the righteous, and He will not be mocked by those who remember Him only in
affliction. His hearing is tied to hearkening—when His people are slow fo obey, He is slow to

deliver.

So too in this dispensation, the same law stands written in modern revelation. The Saints were
told that because of “jarrings, and contentions, and envyings,” they had “polluted their
inheritances,” and therefore “the Lord their God [is] slow to hearken unto their prayers”
(Doctrine and Covenants 101:6—7). In the day of peace, they esteemed His counsel lightly;
therefore in the day of trouble, He would be slow to answer (v. 8). This pattern has not
changed—it is the same eternal rhythm of mercy and justice: those who in rebellion wander will
find the heavens silent when falling into pits and crying for quick deliverance; while those who
walk uprightly will find that even their whispers are heard in the courts above- even before their

troubles come upon them.

Thus, as ancient Judah found, it is not enough to cry unto God when the famine comes. The time
to be heard i1s now—while the Spirit still strives and the heavens are yet open. For the day will



come, both temporally and spiritually, when the world will seek the Lord, but shall not find Him,
“For that they hated knowledge, and did not choose the fear of the LORD” (Proverbs 1:28-29).
Let every Saint therefore cease to wander, cleanse their hands, and prepare both body and spirit,
that when the days of drought descend, their prayers will not return empty, and the Wayfaring
Savior will yet abide with them.

Footnote (b) consume

Jeremiah 16

4 They shall die of grievous deaths; they shall not be lamented; neither shall they be buried; but
they shall be as dung upon the face of the earth: and they shall be consumed by the sword, and
by famine; and their carcases shall be meat for the fowls of heaven, and for the beasts of the
earth.

President Nelson 2025 (Confidence in the Presence of God)
“Brothers and sisters, as the world grows more wicked, we need to grow increasingly pure. Our
thoughts, words, and actions need to be unfailingly virtuous and filled with the pure love of Jesus

Christ towards all men. The great opportunity before us is to become the people God needs us to
be. (11)

President Nelson’s Footnotes on 11:

As Joseph Smith taught, “If [we] wish to go where God is, [we] must be like God, or possess the
principles which God possesses” (Teachings of Presidents of the Church: Joseph Smith [2007],
72). Likewise, the Apostle Paul gave the admonition that we should “come boldly unto the
throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need” (Hebrews
4:16).

Chapter 5: Repentance

Teachings of Presidents of the Church: Joseph Smith

“‘I shall speak with authority of the Priesthood in the name of the Lord God. ... Notwithstanding
this congregation profess to be Saints, yet I stand in the midst of all [kinds of] characters and
classes of men. If you wish to go where God is, you must be like God, or possess the principles
which God possesses, for if we are not drawing towards God in principle, we are going from

Him and drawing towards the devil. Yes, I am standing in the midst of all kinds of people.

Hebrews 4



16 Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find
grace to help in time of need.

President Nelson (cont.)

Regular worship in the house of the Lord increases our capacity for both virtue and charity.
Thus, time in the temple increases our confidence before the Lord. Increased time in the temple
will help us prepare for the Second Coming of our Savior, Jesus Christ. We do not know the day
or the hour of His coming. But I do know that the Lord is prompting me to urge us to get ready
for that “great and dreadful day.” (13)

President Nelson’s Footnote on 13:

Zephaniah 1

14 The great day of the Lord is near, it is near, and hasteth greatly, even the voice of the day of
the Lord: the mighty man shall cry there bitterly.

15 That day is a day of wrath, a day of trouble and distress, a day of wasteness and desolation, a
day of darkness and gloominess, a day of clouds and thick darkness,

16 A day of the trumpet and alarm against the fenced cities, and against the high towers.

17 And I will bring distress upon men, that they shall walk like blind men, because they have
sinned against the Lord: and their blood shall be poured out as dust, and their flesh as the dung.
18 Neither their silver nor their gold shall be able to deliver them in the day of the Lord’s wrath;
but the whole land shall be devoured by the fire of his jealousy: for he shall make even a speedy
riddance of all them that dwell in the land.

Like a Whirlwind: Jeremiah’s grim prophecy stands as a mirror to our own age: “They shall die
of grievous deaths, they shall not be lamented... neither shall their silver nor their gold deliver
them” (Jeremiah 16:4; Zephaniah 1:18). It is a vision of divine abandonment—the graves
unfilled because there are none left to mourn, the earth itself polluted with the unburied dead, the
carcasses of men becoming food for beasts and birds. Such imagery is not meant to shock for
shock’s sake; it is the Lord’s solemn witness that when corruption reaches its fullness, the
covenant people who once bore His name but not His nature will be swept away in the
judgments decreed for Babylon. These verses are not ancient history; they are the preface to the
days now approaching—the “great and dreadful days” of which President Nelson testifies
(Zephaniah 1:14-18).

President Nelson’s modern voice sounds as Jeremiah’s did anciently, calling the people to purity
before calamity. “As the world grows more wicked,” he warned, “we need to grow increasingly

pure.” He did not say safe—he said pure—for safety in the days to come will not be found in



fortresses or bank accounts, but in the sanctity of hearts made holy through the ordinances of the
temple. Only those who “possess the principles which God possesses "—as the Prophet Joseph
declared—can abide in His presence when the cleansing fires descend (Teachings of Presidents
of the Church: Joseph Smith, p. 72). For in the day of wrath, the mighty shall cry bitterly, and
those who once trusted in silver and gold shall discover their treasures turned to dust (Zephaniah
1:14-18).

Thus the dividing line is drawn: the impure will perish in confusion, as dung upon the ground,
while the virtuous—those refined in their temple covenants—will “come boldly unto the throne
of grace” and find mercy in the midst of wrath (Hebrews 4:16). President Nelson’s call is not a
gentle suggestion but a prophetic sheltering command. To the careless Saint who postpones
repentance, the Lord will soon say, as He did to Jeremiah, “Pray not for this people... for I will
not hear” (Jeremiah 7:16). But to those who purify their hearts and seek His face daily, the same
voice will whisper peace in the stillness—confidence in the presence of God when the heavens
roar and the nations burn.

For the great day of the Lord is near indeed, and ““it hasteth greatly.” The proud will walk as
blind men, stumbling through the smoke of their own making, but the humble—those who have
kept their garments unspotted—shall stand unafraid, radiant with divine confidence. The world
will know famine and desolation, but the Saints who have gathered oil in both lamps and
storehouses will be preserved. And when the wayfaring Savior returns to claim His vineyard,
those who are like Him will meet His gaze without terror. They will not be strangers to His
holiness, for they have not simply learned what He is- pure, merciful, and steadfast amid the fire-

but become it.

Jeremiah 14 (cont.)
13 9 Then said I, Ah, Lord GOD! behold, the prophets say unto them, Ye shall not see the sword,
neither shall ye have famine; but I will give you assured peace in this place.

Footnote (a) sword

Jeremiah 5

12 They have belied the Lord, and said, It is not he; neither shall evil come upon us; neither shall
we see sword nor famine:

Ezra Taft Benson
Too often we bask in our comfortable complacency and rationalize that the ravages of war,
economic disaster, famine, and earthquake cannot happen here. Those who believe this are either



not acquainted with the revelations of the Lord, or they do not believe them. Those who smugly
think these calamities will not happen, that they somehow will be set aside because of the
righteousness of the Saints, are deceived and will rue the day they harbored such a delusion.

The Lord has warned and forewarned us against a day of great tribulation and given us counsel,
through His servants, on how we can be prepared for these difficult times. Have we heeded His
counsel? (Prepare for the Days of Tribulation)

A Watchman Amongst Wolves: Jeremiah stood amid a generation lulled into false security by
flattering voices. “Ah, Lord GOD! behold, the prophets say unto them, Ye shall not see the
sword, neither shall ye have famine” (Jeremiah 14:13). The people were not ignorant of God’s
covenants; they were deceived by those who preached comfort when repentance was required.
The priests and prophets assured them that peace was secured, that Jerusalem could not fall, that
their prosperity was proof of divine favor. Yet the Lord thundered in reply: “They have belied
the Lord, and said, It is not he; neither shall evil come upon us, neither shall we see sword nor
famine” (Jeremiah 5:12). Such was the fatal delusion—the belief that covenant membership
could shield an unrepentant people from divine justice. The Lord would not be mocked: the
sword came, the famine burned, and the “assured peace” of the false prophets perished in the
fire.

President Ezra Taft Benson echoed Jeremiah’s warning with prophetic clarity for our day: “Too
often we bask in our comfortable complacency and rationalize that the ravages of war, economic
disaster, famine, and earthquake cannot happen here.” He declared that those who believe such
things ““are either not acquainted with the revelations of the Lord, or they do not believe them”
(“Prepare for the Days of Tribulation,” Ensign, Nov. 1980). The modern refrain— “It cannot
happen here”—is the very anthem of the deceived. It is the same lie sung by Judah before
Babylon came, and it will be sung again by the proud before the cleansing of America. The
Saints who say, “Surely the Lord will spare us for our righteousness,” while neglecting His
counsel to prepare, will find that covenant protection does not cover covenant-breaking.

The Lord has spoken, and His pattern does not change: peace is not promised to the unprepared.
Those who dismiss the words of living prophets and treat temporal counsel as optional spiritual
garnish will one day discover that heaven does not bend to self-deception. For the Lord has
“warned and forewarned us” of a day of great tribulation, when famine, war, and pestilence will
test the integrity of every household. Those who have heeded the counsel to store, to sanctify,
and to stand independent of Babylon will abide in peace amidst the storm. But those who trusted



in the false prophets of convenience—who said, “We shall not see the sword nor famine ”—will
awake to find that the sword is already drawn, and the fields already bare.

Therefore, let every Saint choose now whether to believe the smooth words of modern Babylon
or the sharp words of eternal truth. For as in Jeremiah’s day, the Lord’s true servants do not
promise ease, but warn of cleansing. And those who hear and obey their warning will not fear
when the judgments descend, for their peace will not be “assured” by flattery—it will be earned
through obedience.

Jeremiah 14 (cont.)

14 Then the LORD said unto me, The prophets prophesy lies in my name: I sent them not,
neither have I commanded them, neither spake unto them: they prophesy unto you a false vision
and divination, and a thing of nought, and the deceit of their heart.

Footnotes (b) lies
TG False Doctrine

Jeremiah 27: 10

8 And it shall come to pass, that the nation and kingdom which will not serve the same
Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon, and that will not put their neck under the yoke of the king
of Babylon, that nation will I punish, saith the LORD, with the sword, and with the famine, and
with the pestilence, until I have consumed them by his hand.

9 Therefore hearken not ye to your prophets, nor to your diviners, nor to your dreamers, nor to
your enchanters, nor to your sorcerers, which speak unto you, saying, Ye shall not serve the king
of Babylon:

10 For they prophesy a lie unto you, to remove you far from your land; and that I should drive
you out, and ye should perish.

11 But the nations that bring their neck under the yoke of the king of Babylon and serve him,
those will I let still remain in their own land, saith the LORD); and they shall till it and dwell

therein.

Jeremiah 14 (cont.)

15 Therefore thus saith the LORD concerning the prophets that prophesy in my name, and I sent
them not, yet they say, Sword and famine shall not be in this land; By sword and famine shall
those prophets be consumed.



Footnote (b) consumed

Jeremiah 44

12 And I will take the remnant of Judah, that have set their faces to go into the land of Egypt to
sojourn there, and they shall all be consumed, and fall in the land of Egypt; they shall even be
consumed by the sword and by the famine: they shall die, from the least even unto the greatest,
by the sword and by the famine: and they shall be an execration, and an astonishment, and a
curse, and a reproach.

Jeremiah 14 (cont.)

16 And the people to whom they prophesy shall be cast out in the streets of Jerusalem because of
the famine and the sword; and they shall have none to bury them, them, their wives, nor their
sons, nor their daughters: for I will pour their wickedness upon them.

17 q Therefore thou shalt say this word unto them; Let mine eyes run down with tears night and
day, and let them not cease: for the virgin daughter of my people is broken with a great breach,
with a very grievous blow.

18 If I go forth into the field, then behold the slain with the sword! and if I enter into the city,
then behold them that are sick with famine! yea, both the prophet and the priest go about into a
land that they know not.

Footnote (a) slain

Lamentations 2

21 The young and the old lie on the ground in the streets: my virgins and my young men are
fallen by the sword; thou hast slain them in the day of thine anger; thou hast killed, and not
pitied.

(23-32) Jeremiah 14:7-18. Jeremiah’s Intercession for Israel

Jeremiah besought God to turn His wrath aside, if only “for thy name’s sake” (Jeremiah 14:7).
The Lord refused to do that and instructed Jeremiah to “pray not for this people for their good”
(v. 11). But Jeremiah refused to desist because false prophets had lulled the people into sin by
assuring them of peace (see v. 13). The Lord rejected the excuse for the people’s sins. Nothing, it
seemed, would turn His wrath aside (see vv. 14—18). Still, Jeremiah persisted (see vv. 19-22).
Compare Jeremiah’s enduring love for his rebellious people with that of Moses (see Exodus
32:31-32) and Mormon (see Mormon 2:10-14).

(Old Testament Student Manual 1 Kings—Malachi, Religion 302, Chapter 23: As Ye Sow, So
Shall Ye Reap)

Joseph Smith Jr.



“President Joseph Smith read the 14th chapter of Ezekiel—said the Lord had declared by the
Prophet, that the people should each one stand for himself, and depend on no man or men in that
state of corruption of the Jewish church—that righteous persons could only deliver their own
souls—applied it to the present state of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints—said if
the people departed from the Lord, they must fall—that they were depending on the Prophet,
hence were darkened in their minds, in consequence of neglecting the duties devolving upon
themselves, envious towards the innocent, while they afflict the virtuous with their shafts of
envy.” (TPJS 237-238).

Exodus 32

30 And it came to pass on the morrow, that Moses said unto the people, Ye have sinned a great
sin: and now I will go up unto the LORD; peradventure I shall make an atonement for your sin.
31 And Moses returned unto the LORD, and said, Oh, this people have sinned a great sin, and
have made them gods of gold.

32 Yet now, if thou wilt forgive their sin—; and if not, blot me, I pray thee, out of thy book
which thou hast written.

33 And the LORD said unto Moses, Whosoever hath sinned against me, him will I blot out of my
book.

2 Nephi 4

5 But behold, my sons and my daughters, I cannot go down to my grave save | should leave a
blessing upon you; for behold, I know that if ye are brought up in the way ye should go ye will
not depart from it.

6 Wherefore, if ye are cursed, behold, I leave my blessing upon you, that the cursing may be
taken from you and be answered upon the heads of your parents.

Mormon 2

10 And it came to pass that the Nephites began to repent of their iniquity, and began to cry even
as had been prophesied by Samuel the prophet; for behold no man could keep that which was his
own, for the thieves, and the robbers, and the murderers, and the magic art, and the witchcraft
which was in the land.

11 Thus there began to be a mourning and a lamentation in all the land because of these things,
and more especially among the people of Nephi.

12 And it came to pass that when I, Mormon, saw their lamentation and their mourning and their
sorrow before the Lord, my heart did begin to rejoice within me, knowing the mercies and the
long-suffering of the Lord, therefore supposing that he would be merciful unto them that they
would again become a righteous people.



13 But behold this my joy was vain, for their sorrowing was not unto repentance, because of the
goodness of God; but it was rather the sorrowing of the damned, because the Lord would not
always suffer them to take happiness in sin.

14 And they did not come unto Jesus with broken hearts and contrite spirits, but they did curse
God, and wish to die. Nevertheless they would struggle with the sword for their lives.

15 And it came to pass that my sorrow did return unto me again, and I saw that the day of grace
was passed with them, both temporally and spiritually; for I saw thousands of them hewn down
in open rebellion against their God, and heaped up as dung upon the face of the land. And thus
three hundred and forty and four years had passed away.

The Wild Fruit of Priestcraft: Jeremiah’s lament over the false prophets of Judah was more
than a cry of grief—it was an indictment of priestcraft in its most malignant form. “The prophets
prophesy lies in my name,” the Lord declared, “I sent them not, neither have I commanded them,
neither spake unto them: they prophesy unto you a false vision and divination, and a thing of
nought, and the deceit of their heart” (Jeremiah 14:14). These men wore the mantle of divine
authority but spoke from the carnal mind. Their religion had become a means of gain, not
godliness (2 Nephi 26:31). They trafficked in smooth sayings, selling comfort to the complacent.
The Word of the Lord became a commodity in their mouths—used not to pierce, but to please.
Thus, the prophets became merchants, and the temple a marketplace of flattery.

The Lord warned that their lies would destroy both preacher and people alike. “By sword and
famine shall those prophets be consumed,” He declared, “and the people to whom they prophesy
shall be cast out in the streets of Jerusalem” (Jeremiah 14:15—16). In priestcraft’s economy,
everyone pays: the deceivers perish by the very judgments they denied, and the deceived starve
in the streets, crying for the bread of truth they once despised. The Lord’s justice is poetic—the
false prophets who promised immunity from judgment are the first to fall beneath it.

Jeremiah’s tears for the “virgin daughter” of his people (Jeremiah 14:17) reveal the prophet’s
tortured heart. He did not glory in their destruction; he pled for their deliverance. Like Moses
(Exodus 32:31-32) and Mormon (Mormon 2:10-14), Jeremiah interceded for a nation
determined to perish. He hoped that the people, deluded by priestcraft, might not be held
accountable—that perhaps their ignorance would excuse them. But the Lord rejected that plea.
Sin, though taught by priests, is still chosen by men. Each soul must “stand for himself,” as the
Prophet Joseph Smith declared: “The people should each one stand for himself, and depend on
no man or men... righteous persons could only deliver their own souls... they were depending on
the Prophet, hence were darkened in their minds” (Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith, pp.
237-238).

Priestcraft is thus not merely corruption among clergy—it is a spiritual contagion that darkens
the minds of the people, replacing the fear of God with the fear of men. Helaman saw it and



Mormon foresaw it and included it in the Book of Mormon for those whom he foresaw: “If a
man shall come among you and shall say: Do this, and there is no iniquity... ye will receive him,
and say that he is a prophet. But behold, if a man shall come among you and say: Repent, the
Lord will destroy you, ye will not receive him” (Helaman 13:27-28). Once the fear of God
departs, the people applaud the very prophets who lead them to ruin, and persecute the few who
warn them to flee it. This is the downward spiral toward the point of no return—when society
ceases to blush, and truth becomes offensive.

The same spirit that slew the prophets in Jerusalem slew the Son of God. “Because of
priestcrafts and iniquities, they at Jerusalem will stiffen their necks against him, that he be
crucified” (2 Nephi 10:5). Priestcraft crucified Christ, just as it had stoned Jeremiah, and just as
it will again in the last days reject the servants sent to call modern Israel to repentance. For
whenever religion becomes commodity to make profitable, those prophets become an
expendable commodity.

And yet, the Lord’s word remains: “The nations that bring their neck under the yoke of the king
of Babylon and serve him, those will I let still remain in their own land” (Jeremiah 27:11).
Submission to divine chastening is the only path to preservation. Those who resist, believing
themselves too chosen to suffer, will be “removed far from their land” (v. 10). Those who
humble themselves—who repent, who cease to traffic in religion for gain, who fear God more
than the opinions of men—will till and dwell safely in the Lord’s covenant ground. This same
pattern or type is played out with Limhi’s people (who made the choice to resist and fight) vs
Alma’s remnant who submitted; one faced deaths too numerous to count while the other a
miraculous escape with all preserved and then saved/delivered.

Thus the lessons of Jeremiah 14 continue to resound in our day: the peril of priestcraft, the deceit
of borrowed spirituality, the illusion of safety purchased by tithes of convenience rather than
hearts of contrition. The call remains unchanged—stand for God yourself. Let no prophet, priest,
or institution bear your righteousness for you. The day will come when every man must face the
Lord without his hierarchy, without his teachers, without his idols of trust. In that day, only those
who have learned to hear the Lord for themselves will find peace when the false prophets fall
silent and the famine—both temporal and spiritual—covers the land.

Jeremiah 14 (cont.)

19 Hast thou utterly rejected Judah? Hath thy soul loathed Zion? Why hast thou smitten us, and
there is no healing for us? We looked for peace, and there is no good, and for the time of healing,
and behold trouble!

20 We acknowledge, O LORD, our wickedness, and the iniquity of our fathers: for we have
sinned against thee.

21 Do not abhor us, for thy name’s sake, do not disgrace the throne of thy glory: remember,
break not thy covenant with us.



Footnote (a) covenant

Psalm 106 (JST)

45 And he remembered for them his covenant and spared his people according to the multitude
of his mercies.

1 Nephi 20/Isaiah 48

9 Nevertheless, for my name’s sake will I defer mine anger, and for my praise will I refrain from
thee, that I cut thee not off.

10 For, behold, I have refined thee, I have chosen thee in the furnace of affliction.

11 For mine own sake, yea, for mine own sake will I do this, for I will not suffer my name to be
polluted, and I will not give my glory unto another.

18 O that thou hadst hearkened to my commandments—then had thy peace been as a river, and
thy righteousness as the waves of the sea.

19 Thy seed also had been as the sand; the offspring of thy bowels like the gravel thereof; his
name should not have been cut off nor destroyed from before me.

For My Own Name’s Sake: Jeremiah’s final cries in chapter 14 capture the tension between
divine judgment and covenant mercy: “Hast thou utterly rejected Judah? ... We looked for peace,
and there is no good, and for the time of healing, and behold trouble!” (Jeremiah 14:19). The
people recognize their iniquity, the sins of their fathers, the consequences of wandering from the
Lord. They plead not for their own sakes alone, but ‘‘for thy name’s sake, do not disgrace the
throne of thy glory” (v. 21). Here we see a profound principle of God’s governance: His work of
judgment is never arbitrary, nor merely punitive. He acts in righteousness, yet always in

alignment with His covenant promises and for the preservation of His name and glory.

The Lord’s mercy is not for the unrepentant masses, but for the few who will stand in
righteousness—the remnant who fear the Lord (3 Nephi 24: 16-18). As Isaiah and Nephi explain,
“for mine own sake... I will not suffer my name to be polluted, and I will not give my glory unto
another” (1 Nephi 20:11). Even in chastening, God exercises restraint: He cuts short the full
sweep of His wrath so that a faithful remnant remains, preserving both His people and His
covenant. The work of salvation is not primarily about the unworthy, but about the preservation
of His glory, the refinement of those who fear Him, and the preparation of Zion.

Psalms 106 (JST, verse 45) confirms this principle: “And he remembered for them his covenant
and spared his people according to the multitude of his mercies.” The Lord’s interventions—
whether through famine, pestilence, or the sword—are calibrated to protect His name and honor
His covenants. If He were to abandon the covenant entirely, His name would be sullied alongside



the people who have polluted His temples, defiled the land, and corrupted themselves through sin
and priestcraft. His restraint is a testament that the Lord can perform His own work, separate
from human failure, and that the remnant’s preservation is both a witness of His power and a
safeguard of His glory (2 Nephi 27: 20-21).

Thus, the lament of Jeremiah transforms into a divine lesson for the Saints: judgment may sweep
across the world, famine may desolate the land, and false prophets may lead the masses astray—
but God’s name remains unpolluted. Zion’s streets may yet be built, and the few faithful may yet
dwell safely, not because the many have repented, but because the Lord, in His mercy and
sovereignty, has cut short His work in righteousness to preserve His covenant and vindicate His
holy name. The remnant exists as a living testimony: He wil/ complete His work, but on His
terms, for His name, and through those willing to stand for Him.

Jeremiah 14 (fin)

22 Are there any among the vanities of the Gentiles [IE worthless idols of the nations] that can
cause rain? or can the heavens give showers? art not thou he, O LORD our God? therefore we
will wait upon thee: for thou hast made all these things.

Footnotes (¢) made

Mosiah 4

2 And they had viewed themselves in their own carnal state, even less than the dust of the earth.
And they all cried aloud with one voice, saying: O have mercy, and apply the atoning blood of
Christ that we may receive forgiveness of our sins, and our hearts may be purified; for we
believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God, who created heaven and earth, and all things; who shall
come down among the children of men.

3 Nephi 9

15 Behold, I am Jesus Christ the Son of God. I created the heavens and the earth, and all things
that in them are. I was with the Father from the beginning. I am in the Father, and the Father in
me; and in me hath the Father glorified his name.

Doctrine and Covenants 14
9 Behold, I am Jesus Christ, the Son of the living God, who created the heavens and the earth, a

light which cannot be hid in darkness;

Doctrine and Covenants 45



1 Hearken, O ye people of my church, to whom the kingdom has been given; hearken ye and
give ear to him who laid the foundation of the earth, who made the heavens and all the hosts
thereof, and by whom all things were made which live, and move, and have a being.

In Your Patience Possess Your Souls: Jeremiah closes his lament with a triumphant
acknowledgment of divine sovereignty: “Are there any among the vanities of the Gentiles that
can cause rain? ... art not thou he, O LORD our God? therefore we will wait upon thee: for thou
hast made all these things” (Jeremiah 14:22). After the prolonged cries of famine, the
devastation of priestcraft, and the reckoning of false prophets, the prophet returns to the
unshakable truth: all power over life and sustenance rests in the Creator, not in man, nor in the
idols he fashions. The Gentile nations may offer their vanities—politics, wealth, false religion—
but these are powerless against the decrees of heaven. The heavens themselves, the rains, the
cycles of the earth, answer only to Him who made all things.

The Book of Mormon reinforces this same perspective: “O have mercy, and apply the atoning
blood of Christ... for we believe in Jesus Christ... who created heaven and earth, and all things”
(Mosiah 4:2-3). Jesus Christ is the eternal Creator, as He declared in 3 Nephi 9:15: “I am Jesus
Christ the Son of God. I created the heavens and the earth, and all things that in them are.” The
Doctrine and Covenants confirms repeatedly that this same Christ is the foundation of all
creation and the light that cannot be hidden (D&C 14:9; 45:1). The famine, the calamities, the
judgments—all exist within His sovereign control. To hope, to prepare, and to trust in any other

source is vanity; to wait upon Him is both wisdom and salvation.

The lesson for the Saints is absolute: in the midst of temporal scarcity or spiritual desolation, in
the shadow of false prophets and priestcraft, there remains one unchanging foundation. The Lord
who made the heavens and the earth, who governs rain and harvest, who can cut short His wrath
to preserve a faithful remnant, is the same today. To wait upon Him, to submit to His counsel,
and to align our hearts with His work—temporal preparation, spiritual fidelity, and covenant
obedience—is to stand on the rock that no storm can overturn. Only by recognizing Him as
Mabker and Sustainer can the Saints endure famine, calamity, and the deceit of men, and see the
glory of His name vindicated in Zion.

The Wailing Wall: more formally known as the Western Wall or in Hebrew HaKotel
HaMa'aravi—is a massive limestone wall in the Old City of Jerusalem.

It is the last remaining above-ground portion of the retaining walls that once surrounded the
Second Temple, which was destroyed by the Romans in 70 CE. Because the Temple was the
holiest site in Judaism, the Western Wall has become the most sacred place where Jews can pray
today.



The term “Wailing Wall” came from non-Jewish observers in past centuries, who saw Jewish
people gathering there to lament (or “wail”) the destruction of the Temple and the long exile of
the Jewish people. However, many Jews today prefer “Western Wall,” as “Wailing Wall” can
sound dismissive.

At the wall, visitors often:

e Pray and recite psalms or scriptures.,

e Place written prayers on small slips of paper into the cracks between stones.,

e Mourn the Temple’s destruction during times like Tisha B’Av (a fast day of
remembrance)

The Wall is also a focal point for national and religious events in Israel, and it sits near the
entrance to the Temple Mount (Har HaBayit), which itself is a deeply contested and sacred site
for Jews, Christians, and Muslims.

In Jeremiah’s day, the people trusted in the outward presence of the temple as if its stones alone
could save them, crying, “The temple of the Lord, The temple of the Lord, The temple of the
Lord” (Jeremiah 7:4), even while rejecting the God whose house it was. That same spirit of
idolatry persists when men today turn their devotion to the stones, such as those of the Western
Wall, supposing holiness resides in the wall(s) itself rather than in obedience to the living God.
The Lord has ever warned against worshiping the creation rather than the Creator (Romans
1:25). President Spencer W. Kimball taught that “whatever thing a man sets his heart and his
trust in most is his god” (The Miracle of Forgiveness, p. 40), and thus even a temple or a remnant
of the temple can become an idol (“den of thieves”) if it distracts from Christ, the true
cornerstone (Ephesians 2:20). The Book of Mormon reinforces that outward ordinances or relics
cannot redeem a people when their hearts are far from God: “ye do always remember your
riches... and your hearts are not drawn out unto the Lord” (Helaman 13:22). In this light, the
worship of the wall is but a continuation of the very problem Jeremiah condemned—trusting in
symbols of religion without yielding to the power of godliness (Joseph Smith—History 1:19;
JST 2 Timothy 3:5).

Wail (9/30/2025)

Upon the mount, with fire and flame,
The Lord once called His people’s name;
Invited them to hear His voice,

To walk with Him, to make His choice.
([Exodus 19:16-20; Exodus 20:18-21; D&C 84:23-25])

But trembling hearts drew back in fear,
“Speak thou for us, let God stay near.”



They built a tent, a tabernacle fair,
Yet spurned the Lord who would dwell there.
([Exodus 33:7-11; Deuteronomy 5:23-27])

Through temple courts the prophets pled,
“Come, know your God, by Him be led.”
But still they trusted stone and gold,

And not the Shepherd of the fold.

([Tsaiah 1:11-17; Hosea 6:6; John 10:11])

Jeremiah’s warning cried—

“The temple saves you not!”—they lied;
For justice, mercy, truth were gone,

Yet still they chanted, “Temple strong!”
([Jeremiah 7:1-11])

And now, two thousand years have flown,
The wall remains, bare blocks of stone;
Men press their prayers into its seams,
While Zion lingers yet in dreams.
([Matthew 24:1-2; 2 Nephi 27:25])

Christ yearns to walk with us in light,

To wipe all tears, to banish night;

A city holy, hearts refined,

The dwelling place of God with mind.

([Revelation 21:2—4; Moses 7:62—64; D&C 45:66—71])

But history tells a mournful song:

We’ve loved the walls, the rites, too long.
“We would not that He rule the land,

Nor walk with us, nor give command.”
([Luke 19:14; Mosiah 2:11-14; Mosiah 23:7])

So still we bow to fractured stones,

Preferring dust to God’s own throne;

And after ages, sad and true—

We’d rather worship ruins too.

([Romans 1:25; Helaman 13:38; JST 2 Timothy 3:5])
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