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CHAPTER 2
The people of Judah forsook the Lord, the fountain of living waters—They worshipped idols and
rejected the prophets.

1 Moreover the word of the LORD came to me, saying,

2 Go and cry in the ears of Jerusalem, saying, Thus saith the LORD; I remember thee, the
kindness of thy youth, the love of thine espousals, “when thou wentest after me in the wilderness,
in a land that was not sown.

Revelation 2

1 Unto the angel of the church of Ephesus write; These things saith he that holdeth the seven
stars in his right hand, who walketh in the midst of the seven golden candlesticks;

2 1 know thy works, and thy labour, and thy patience, and how thou canst not bear them which
are evil: and thou hast tried them which say they are apostles, and are not, and hast found them
liars:

3 And hast borne, and hast patience, and for my name’s sake hast laboured, and hast not fainted.
4 Nevertheless I have somewhat against thee, because thou hast left thy first love.

5 Remember therefore from whence thou art fallen, and repent, and do the first works; or else I
will come unto thee quickly, and will remove thy candlestick out of his place, except thou repent.
6 But this thou hast, that thou hatest the deeds of the Nicolaitans, which I also hate.

7 He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches; To him that
overcometh will I give to eat of the tree of life, which is in the midst of the paradise of God.

Revelation 2:6, 15. “The Doctrine of the Nicolaitans”

The Nicolaitans were “an Antinomian sect in Asia Minor that claimed license for sensual sin”
(Bible Dictionary, “Nicolaitans”). Antinomians. The Lord commended some Saints for rejecting
the deeds of the Nicolaitans, while chastising other Saints for holding to the doctrine of the
Nicolaitans (see Revelation 2:6, 15). Elder Bruce R. McConkie explained that the Nicolaitans
referred to in the book of Revelation were “members of the Church who were trying to maintain
their church standing while continuing to live after the manner of the world” (Doctrinal New
Testament Commentary, 3:446).

(New Testament Student Manual, Religion 211-212, 2018; Chapter 53: Revelation 1-3)

Psalms 137

1 By the rivers of Babylon, there we sat down, yea, we wept, when we remembered Zion.
2 We hanged our harps upon the willows in the midst thereof.

3 For there they that carried us away captive required of us a song; and they that wasted us
required of us mirth, saying, Sing us one of the songs of Zion.

4 How shall we sing the LORD’s song in a strange land?

5 If I forget thee, O Jerusalem, let my right hand forget her cunning.
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6 If I do not remember thee, let my tongue cleave to the roof of my mouth; if I prefer not
Jerusalem above my chief joy.

7 Remember, O LORD, the children of Edom in the day of Jerusalem; who said, Rase it, rase it,
even to the foundation thereof.

8 O daughter of Babylon, who art to be destroyed; happy shall he be, that rewardeth thee as thou
hast served us.

9 Happy shall he be, that taketh and dasheth thy little ones against the stones.

Isaiah 48

1 Hear ye this, O house of Jacob, which are called by the name of Israel, and are come forth out
of the waters of Judah, which swear by the name of the LORD, and make mention of the God of
Israel, but not in truth, nor in righteousness.

2 For they call themselves of the holy city, and stay themselves upon the God of Israel; The
LORD of hosts is his name.

9 9 For my name’s sake will I defer mine anger, and for my praise will I refrain for thee, that I
cut thee not off.

10 Behold, I have refined thee, but not with silver; I have chosen thee in the furnace of affliction.
11 For mine own sake, even for mine own sake, will I do it: for how should my name be
polluted? and I will not give my glory unto another.

16 9 Come ye near unto me, hear ye this; I have not spoken in secret from the beginning; from
the time that it was, there am I: and now the Lord GOD, and his Spirit, hath sent me.

17 Thus saith the LORD, thy Redeemer, the Holy One of Israel; I am the LORD thy God which
teacheth thee to profit, which leadeth thee by the way that thou shouldest go.

18 Oh, that thou hadst hearkened to my commandments! Then had thy peace been as a river and
thy righteousness as the waves of the sea;

19 Thy seed also had been as the sand, and the offspring of thy bowels like the gravel thereof; his
name should not have been cut off nor destroyed from before me.

Jeremiah 2 (cont.)
3 Israel was “holiness unto the LORD, and the firstfruits of his increase: all that devour him shall
offend; evil shall come upon them, saith the LORD.

Isaiah 23

17 9 And it shall come to pass after the end of seventy years, that the Lord will visit Tyre, and
she shall turn [or return] to her hire, and shall commit (b)fornication with all the kingdoms of the
world upon the face of the earth.

18 And her [Any success she has will only be as permitted by the Lord] merchandise and her hire
[wages] shall be holiness to the Lord: it shall not be treasured nor laid up; for her merchandise
shall be for them that dwell before the Lord, o eat sufficiently, and for durable clothing.

footnote (b):

Revelation 18

3 For all nations have drunk of the wine of the wrath of her fornication, and the kings of the earth
have committed fornication with her, and the merchants of the earth are waxed rich through the
abundance of her delicacies.
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9 And the kings of the earth, who have committed fornication and lived deliciously with her,
shall bewail her, and lament for her, when they shall see the smoke of her burning

Revelation 18:3, 7-16. The Wealth and Materialism of Babylon

John used phrases such as “waxed rich” and “lived deliciously” (Revelation 18:3, 7, 9) to
highlight the lust for wealth and lavish possessions that define Babylon. These riches will be
destroyed, and those who have placed their hearts upon them will lament (see Revelation 18:8—
19; 2 Nephi 9:30; D&C 56:16). President Harold B. Lee (1899—-1973) warned that with
prosperity often comes the temptation to embrace the materialism of Babylon: “We are tested,
we are tried, we are going through some of the severest tests today and we don’t realize perhaps
the severity of the tests that we’re going through. ... Today we are basking in the lap of luxury,
the like of which we’ve never seen before in the history of the world. It would seem that
probably this is the most severe test of any test that we’ve ever had in the history of the Church”
(“First Presidency Devotional” [unpublished Christmas devotional for Church employees, Dec.
13, 1973], 4-5; see Jacob 2:18-19).

(New Testament Student Manual, Religion 211-212, 2018; Chapter 56.: Revelation 17-22)

Alma 1

26 And when the priests left their labor to impart the word of God unto the people, the people
also left their labors to hear the word of God. And when the priest had imparted unto them the
word of God they all returned again diligently unto their labors; and the priest, not esteeming
himself above his hearers, for the preacher was no better than the hearer, neither was the teacher
any better than the learner; and thus they were all equal, and they did all labor, every man
according to his strength.

27 And they did impart of their substance, every man according to that which he had, to the poor,
and the needy, and the sick, and the afflicted; and they did not wear costly apparel, yet they were
neat and comely.

28 And thus they did establish the affairs of the church; and thus they began to have continual
peace again, notwithstanding all their persecutions.

29 And now, because of the steadiness of the church they began to be exceedingly rich, having
abundance of all things whatsoever they stood in need—an abundance of flocks and herds, and
fatlings of every kind, and also abundance of grain, and of gold, and of silver, and of precious
things, and abundance of silk and fine-twined linen, and all manner of good homely cloth.

30 And thus, in their prosperous circumstances, they did not send away any who were naked, or
that were hungry, or that were athirst, or that were sick, or that had not been nourished; and they
did not set their hearts upon riches; therefore they were liberal to all, both old and young, both
bond and free, both male and female, whether out of the church or in the church, having no
respect to persons as to those who stood in need.

Alma 1:26. “The Priests Left Their Labor to Impart the Word of God”

In Alma 1, note Mormon’s comparison between the pride of Nehor and the humble priests from
the church of God. Nehor wore “very costly apparel,” preached “for the sake of riches,” and was
lifted up in the pride of his heart, believing he was superior to others (see Alma 1:5-6, 16). On
the other hand, the true priests did not wear costly apparel, taught out of a desire to see others
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improve without monetary compensation, labored with their hands for their own support, and did
not esteem themselves above their hearers (see Alma 1:26-27; see also Mosiah 18:24; 27:5).
Throughout the Book of Mormon various apostate groups adopted the teachings or order of
Nehor (see Alma 1:16; 16:1-12). This order exalted their so-called spiritual leaders to the point
of creating an elite priestly class and social ranks among the people. These self-appointed elites
often exploited the lay population and persecuted the poor (see Mosiah 11:3—6; 23:39; 24:8-9;
Alma 31:23-32:5). In contrast, Alma 1:26 teaches that the Lord’s way is to call a lay ministry of
priesthood leaders.

Alma 1:27. Dress and Appearance

The Book of Mormon repeatedly warns against the sins of pride and class distinction that are
manifest when people begin to wear “very costly apparel” (Alma 1:6). Members of the Lord’s
Church have been counseled to avoid extremes in clothing and appearance. They also should
avoid becoming preoccupied with expensive fashions (see D&C 42:40). Nevertheless, disciples
of Christ are to be “neat and comely” (Alma 1:27).

The For the Strength of Youth pamphlet states: “When you are well groomed and modestly
dressed, you invite the companionship of the Spirit. ... Always be neat and clean and avoid being
sloppy or inappropriately casual in dress, grooming, and manners. Ask yourself, ‘Would I feel
comfortable with my appearance if I were in the Lord’s presence?’” ([2001], 15-16).

(Book of Mormon Student Manual, Religion 121—-122, 2009; Chapter 23: Alma 1-4)

Alma 1:26-31. The Affairs of the Church Established
President James E. Faust (1920-2007) of the First Presidency explained that establishing the
Lord’s Church requires more than performing baptisms:

“We recognize that the process of establishing the Lord’s church encompasses much more than
baptizing people. In the first chapter of Alma in the Book of Mormon we find an instructive
sequence of events outlining the way by which the Lord’s church is established. ...

“Let us take note of this process:

“First, the doctrines are taught [see Alma 1:26].
“Second, members esteem each other as themselves (see verse 26).
“Third, they all labor; they work and earn that which they receive (see verse 26).

“Fourth, they impart of their substance to the less fortunate; they serve one another (see verse
27).

“Fifth, they discipline their own appetites while at the same time caring appropriately for their
own needs (see verse 27). ...
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“This mighty change happened, not because the people were given things, but rather because
they were taught and began to help themselves and to care for those who were less fortunate. It
was when they gave of themselves in the Lord’s way that their circumstances began to improve.

“This process of establishing the Church can apply anywhere” (in Conference Report, Oct. 1979,
133-34; or Ensign, Nov. 1979, 91).

(Book of Mormon Student Manual, Religion 121-122, 2009; Chapter 23: Alma 1-4)

Jacob 2

13 And the hand of providence hath smiled upon you most pleasingly, that you have obtained
many riches; and because some of you have obtained more abundantly than that of your brethren
ye are lifted up in the pride of your hearts, and wear stiff necks and high heads because of the
costliness of your apparel, and persecute your brethren because ye suppose that ye are better than
they.

14 And now, my brethren, do ye suppose that God justifieth you in this thing? Behold, I say unto
you, Nay. But he condemneth you, and if ye persist in these things his judgments must speedily
come unto you.

15 O that he would show you that he can pierce you, and with one glance of his eye he can smite
you to the dust!

16 O that he would rid you from this iniquity and abomination. And, O that ye would listen unto
the word of his commands, and let not this pride of your hearts destroy your souls!

17 Think of your brethren like unto yourselves, and be familiar with all and free with your
substance, that they may be rich like unto you.

18 But before ye seek for riches, seek ye for the kingdom of God.

19 And after ye have obtained a hope in Christ ye shall obtain riches, if ye seek them; and ye will
seek them for the intent to do good—to clothe the naked, and to feed the hungry, and to liberate
the captive, and administer relief to the sick and the afflicted.

Jacob 2:12-19. “Before Ye Seek for Riches”
1. Our first priority should be seeking for and building up the kingdom of God.

2. Money is a medium of exchange and is of itself neutral. Our attitude toward material and
spiritual things shifts wealth out of its neutral position.

3. Two basic relationships help determine our attitude toward spiritual and material things—
a. Our relationship with God. If we turn our hearts away from God, the things of the world
become our top priority. This is why Paul called covetousness “idolatry” (see Ephesians 5:5,

Colossians 3:5).

b. Our relationship with our fellowmen. If we lose sight of the brotherhood of men, our desire for
material wealth can lead us to such sins as dishonesty, covetousness, and neglect of the poor.
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President David O. McKay counseled: “What seek ye first? What do you cherish as the
dominant, the uppermost thought in your mind? What this is will largely determine your
destiny.” (Treasures of Life, pp. 174-75)

(Book of Mormon Student Manual, Religion 121 and 122, 1996, Chapter 15: Jacob 1-4)

2 Nephi 9

30 But wo unto the rich, who are rich as to the things of the world. For because they are rich they
despise the poor, and they persecute the meek, and their hearts are upon their treasures;
wherefore, their treasure is their god. And behold, their treasure shall perish with them also.

Jeremiah 2 (cont.)

4 Hear ye the word of the LORD, O house of Jacob, and all the families of the house of Israel:

5 9 Thus saith the LORD, What iniquity have your fathers found in me, that they are gone far
from me, and have walked after vanity, and are become vain?

6 Neither said they, Where is the LORD that brought us up out of the land of Egypt, that “led us
through the wilderness, through a land of deserts and of pits, through a land of drought, and of
the shadow of death, through a land that no man passed through, and where no man dwelt?

7 And I brought you into a plentiful country, to eat the fruit thereof and the goodness thereof; but
when ye entered, ye “defiled my “land, and made mine heritage an abomination.

8 The priests said not, Where is the LORD? and they that handle the law knew me not:

the “pastors also transgressed against me, and the “prophets prophesied by Baal, and walked
after things that do not profit.

9 9 Wherefore I will yet plead with you, saith the LORD, and with your children’s children will I
plead.

10 For pass “over the isles of Chittim, and see; and send unto Kedar, and consider diligently, and
see if there be such a thing.

11 Hath a nation changed their “gods, which are yet no gods? but my people have changed their
glory for that which doth not profit.

12 Be astonished, O ye heavens, at this, and be horribly afraid, be ye very desolate, saith

the LORD.

Jeremiah, Zephaniah, Habakkuk, and Lehi (see 1 Nephi 1:11-13, 18-20) were some of the
prophets who were commanded to warn the Jews to repent of their wickedness or they would be
conquered by another nation. In Jeremiah 2:1-12 we read that God declared through Jeremiah
that His people had loved Him when He delivered them out of Egypt and gave them a promised
land. Now, however, the people had gone astray by worshipping idols and had defiled the land.

(Old Testament Study Guide for Home-Study Seminary Students, Jeremiah 1-6)

Doctrine and Covenants 84

54 And your minds in times past have been darkened because of unbelief, and because you have
treated lightly the things you have received—

55 Which (a)vanity and unbelief have brought the whole church under condemnation.
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footnote (a):

Isaiah 3:

16 9 Moreover the Lord saith, Because the daughters of Zion are haughty, and walk with
stretched forth necks and wanton eyes, walking and mincing as they go, and making a tinkling
with their feet

Doctrine and Covenants 84 (cont.)

56 And this condemnation resteth upon the children of Zion, even all.

57 And they shall remain under this condemnation until they repent and remember the (a)new
covenant, even the Book of Mormon and the former commandments which I have given them,
not only to say, but to do according to that which I have written—

footnote (a)

Jeremiah 31

In the last days, Israel will be gathered—The Lord declares that Ephraim has the birthright as
the firstborn—The Lord will make a new covenant with Israel, to be inscribed in the heart—Then
all Israel will know the Lord.

31 9 Behold, the days come, saith the Lord, that I will make a new covenant with the house of
Israel, and with the house of Judah:

32 Not according to the covenant that I made with their fathers in the day that I took them by the
hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt; which my covenant they brake, although I was an
husband unto them, saith the Lord:

33 But this shall be the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel; After those days, saith
the Lord, I will put my law in their inward parts, and write it in their hearts; and will be their
God, and they shall be my people.

34 And they shall teach no more every man his neighbour, and every man his brother, saying,
Know the Lord: for they shall all (a)know me, from the least of them unto the greatest of them,
saith the Lord: for I will forgive their iniquity, and I will remember their sin no more.

footnote (a) know:
TG God, Knowledge about; Millennium, Preparing a People for.

Doctrine and Covenants 84 (cont.)

58 That they may bring forth fruit meet for their Father’s kingdom; otherwise there remaineth a
(b) scourge and judgment to be poured out upon the children of Zion.

59 For shall the children of the kingdom pollute my holy land? Verily, I say unto you, Nay.

60 Verily, verily, I say unto you who now hear my words, which are my voice, blessed are ye
inasmuch as you receive these things

Footnote (b):
D&C 90:36. TG Punish.

Doctrine and Covenants 90
36 But verily I say unto you, that I, the Lord, will contend with Zion, and plead with her strong
ones, and chasten her until she overcomes and is clean before me.



D&C 90:36-37. The Lord Will Chasten Zion until She Overcomes

Elder Melvin J. Ballard said of the Lord’s promise to see that Zion overcomes and is clean: “That
kind of promise entails the necessity of chastisement, when we need to be chastened and
corrected and brought to a condition of repentance. I recognize that the Lord cannot fulfil his
work nor accomplish his purposes without our willing obedience. He will not use this people
unless we are willing to be used; but he has means of correcting, he has means of chastisement,
which he will apply from time to time, and the only thing that impedes our progress today is
our own lack of willingness to follow the counsel of those whom God has appointed to lead

this people, because of the imagination of our hearts that we are wiser than they are.” (In
Conference Report, Oct. 1921, p. 100.)

(Doctrine and Covenants Student Manual, Religion 324-325, 2001; Section 90)

Doctrine and Covenants 105

1 Verily I say unto you who have assembled yourselves together that you may learn my will
concerning the redemption of mine afflicted people—

2 Behold, I say unto you, were it not for the transgressions of my people, speaking concerning
the church and not individuals, they might have been redeemed even now.

3 But behold, they have not learned to be obedient to the things which I required at their hands,
but are full of all manner of evil, and do not impart of their substance, as becometh saints, to
the poor and afflicted among them;

4 And are not united according to the union required by the law of the celestial kingdom;

5 And Zion cannot be built up unless it is by the principles of the law of the celestial kingdom;
otherwise I cannot receive her unto myself.

6 And my people must needs be chastened until they learn obedience, if it must needs be, by
the things which they suffer.

D&C 105:1-2. Why Was Zion’s Redemption Postponed?

President Lorenzo Snow taught that “the Saints in Jackson County and other localities, refused to
comply with the order of consecration, consequently they were allowed to be driven from their
inheritances; and should not return until they were better prepared to keep the law of God, by
being more perfectly taught in reference to their duties, and learn through experience the
necessity of obedience. And I think we are not justified in anticipating the privilege of returning
to build up the center stake of Zion, until we shall have shown obedience to the law of
consecration. One thing, however, is certain, we shall not be permitted to enter the land from
whence we were expelled, till our hearts are prepared to honor this law, and we become

sanctified through the practice of the truth.” (In Journal of Discourses, 16:276; see also Notes
and Commentary on D&C 101:1-8; 96:1.)

(Doctrine and Covenants Student Manual, Religion 324-325, 2001, Section 105)

Doctrine and Covenants 105:1-8. “They have not learned to be obedient”

In the revelation recorded in Doctrine and Covenants 105, the Lord outlined some of the reasons
why Zion was not to be redeemed at that time. The Saints’ transgressions prevented them from
achieving the unity that is required for Zion to be established (see D&C 105:3-5). For example,
Church members who lived outside of Missouri withheld the requested funds for purchasing land



in Missouri and in Kirtland, Ohio, for the temple and to help with the Zion’s Camp expedition.
(See The Joseph Smith Papers, Documents, Volume 4: April 1834—September 1835, 5-6.) On
April 7, 1834, in a letter written before the camp’s departure, the Prophet Joseph Smith, along
with two members of the United Firm, expressed displeasure with the Saints’ lack of response,
saying, “If this Church which is [attempting] to be the church of Christ will not help us when
they can do it without sacrifice with those blessings which God has bestowed upon them, ... God
shall take away their talent and give it to those who have no talent and shall prevent them from
ever obtaining a place of refuge or an inheritance upon the Land of Zion” (in The Joseph Smith
Papers, Documents, Volume 4: April 1834-September 1835, 8; spelling and punctuation
standardized).

(Doctrine and Covenants Student Manual, Religion 324-325, 2018; Chapter 41: Doctrine and
Covenants 103; 105)

D&C 105:4-5. Upon What Principles Is Zion to Be Built?

The Saints in Missouri were not successful in living a celestial law and so were not qualified to
establish Zion. Failure to control their hearts cut them off from God’s full power and kept them
from prevailing over their enemies. This is the concept the Lord tried to teach them when He
said, “This is Zion—THE PURE IN HEART” (D&C 97:21).

Only when our hearts are pure can we understand and live celestial law. Celestial law, according
to Elder Bruce R. McConkie, “is the law of the gospel, the law of Christ, and it qualifies men for
admission to the celestial kingdom because in and through it men are ‘sanctified by the reception
of the Holy Ghost,” thus becoming clean, pure, and spotless” (Mormon Doctrine, p. 117). Elder
McConkie also said: “If a man obeys celestial law in this life, he obtains a celestial body and
spirit” (p. 115). This enables the individual to live in unity with God and others.

Elder Joseph F. Smith explained: “Those who profess to be Latter-day Saints must become
acquainted with the laws of the celestial kingdom, must abide by them, must comply with the
requirements of heaven and hearken to the word of the Lord, in order that Zion may be built up
acceptably, and that we may partake of the benefits and blessings of this labor. For it is a labor
which devolves upon those who have been called out from the midst of the world in this
dispensation. We have been called, and so far as we will be faithful we are chosen to do this
work. But notwithstanding we have been called, if we do not prove faithful we will be rejected. I
do not speak this in reference to the whole Church, but in reference to individual members of the
Church.” (In Conference Report, Apr. 1880, p. 34; see also Smith, Church History and Modern
Revelation, 2:3-4.)

(Doctrine and Covenants Student Manual, Religion 324-325, 2001, Section 105)

Mormon 8

35 Behold, I speak unto you as if ye were present, and yet ye are not. But behold, Jesus Christ
hath shown you unto me, and I know your doing.

36 And I know that ye do walk in the pride of your hearts; and there are none save a few only
who do not lift themselves up in the pride of their hearts, unto the wearing of very fine apparel,



unto envying, and strifes, and malice, and persecutions, and all manner of iniquities; and your
churches, yea, even every one, have become polluted because of the pride of your hearts.

37 For behold, ye do love money, and your substance, and your fine apparel, and the adorning of
your churches, more than ye love the poor and the needy, the sick and the afflicted.

38 O ye pollutions, ye hypocrites, ye teachers, who sell yourselves for that which will canker,
why have ye polluted the holy church of God? Why are ye ashamed to take upon you the name
of Christ? Why do ye not think that greater is the value of an endless happiness than that misery
which never dies—because of the praise of the world?

39 Why do ye adorn yourselves with that which hath no life, and yet suffer the hungry, and the
needy, and the naked, and the sick and the afflicted to pass by you, and notice them not?

40 Yea, why do ye build up your secret abominations te get gain, and cause that widows should
mourn before the Lord, and also orphans to mourn before the Lord, and also the blood of their
fathers and their husbands to cry unto the Lord from the ground, for vengeance upon your heads?
41 Behold, the sword of vengeance hangeth over you; and the time soon cometh that he avengeth
the blood of the saints upon you, for he will not suffer their cries any longer.

Mormon 8:34-35. Written for Us Today
President Ezra Taft Benson declared that our study of the Book of Mormon should be influenced
by our knowledge that Moroni saw our day and wrote with us in mind:

“We must make the Book of Mormon a center focus of study [because] it was written for our
day. The Nephites never had the book; neither did the Lamanites of ancient times. It was meant
for us. Mormon wrote near the end of the Nephite civilization. Under the inspiration of God, who
sees all things from the beginning, he abridged centuries of records, choosing the stories,
speeches, and events that would be most helpful to us.

“Each of the major writers of the Book of Mormon testified that he wrote for future generations.

“Mormon himself said, ‘Yea, I speak unto you, ye remnant of the house of Israel” (Mormon 7:1).
And Moroni, the last of the inspired writers, actually saw our day and time. ...

“If they saw our day and chose those things which would be of greatest worth to us, is not that
how we should study the Book of Mormon? We should constantly ask ourselves, ‘Why did the
Lord inspire Mormon (or Moroni or Alma) to include that in his record? What lesson can I learn
from that to help me live in this day and age?’

“And there is example after example of how that question will be answered” (in Conference
Report, Oct. 1986, 5; or Ensign, Nov. 1986, 6).

(Book of Mormon Student Manual, Religion 121122, 2009; Chapter 49: Mormon 7-9)
Jeremiah 2 (cont.)

13 For my people have committed two “evils; they have forsaken me the fountain of “living
waters, and hewed them out cisterns, broken cisterns, that can hold no water.
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The Lord then taught about the people’s spiritual condition using the image of a water container.

In Jeremiah 2:13 we read that God referred to cisterns, large containers that hold water, as He
taught Jeremiah about the people’s weakened spiritual condition. Read this verse, looking for the
two evils the people had committed.

Read John 4:14, and ponder how Jesus Christ is like a “fountain of living waters” (Jeremiah
2:13). Jehovah has the power to give, sustain, and save life, both temporal and spiritual. The
broken cisterns represented the false gods the Israelites had chosen to worship instead of God.

What did Jehovah teach about false gods by comparing them to broken cisterns that cannot hold
water?

(Old Testament Study Guide for Home-Study Seminary Students, Jeremiah 1-6)

1 Nephi 14

7 For the time cometh, saith the Lamb of God, that I will work a great and a marvelous work
among the children of men; a work which shall be everlasting, either on the one hand or on the
other—either to the convincing of them unto peace and life eternal, or unto the deliverance of
them to the hardness of their hearts and the blindness of their minds unto their being brought
down into captivity, and also into destruction, both temporally and spiritually, according to the
captivity of the devil, of which I have spoken.

Doctrine and Covenants 101

43 And now, I will show unto you a parable, that you may know my will concerning the
redemption of Zion.

44 A certain nobleman had a spot of land, very choice; and he said unto his servants: Go ye unto
my vineyard, even upon this very choice piece of land, and plant twelve olive trees;

45 And set watchmen round about them, and build a tower, that one may overlook the land round
about, to be a watchman upon the tower, that mine olive trees may not be broken down when the
enemy shall come to spoil and take upon themselves the fruit of my vineyard.

46 Now, the servants of the nobleman went and did as their lord commanded them, and planted
the olive trees, and built a hedge round about, and set watchmen, and began to build a tower.

47 And while they were yet laying the foundation thereof, they began to say among themselves:
And what need hath my lord of this tower?

48 And consulted for a long time, saying among themselves: What need hath my lord of this
tower, seeing this is a time of peace?

49 Might not this money be given to the exchangers? For there is no need of these things.

50 And while they were at variance one with another they became very slothful, and they
hearkened not unto the commandments of their lord.

51 And the enemy came by night, and broke down the hedge; and the servants of the nobleman
arose and were affrighted, and fled; and the enemy destroyed their works, and broke down the
olive trees.

52 Now, behold, the nobleman, the lord of the vineyard, called upon his servants, and said unto
them, Why! what is the cause of this great evil?
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53 Ought ye not to have done even as I commanded you, and—after ye had planted the vineyard,
and built the hedge round about, and set watchmen upon the walls thereof—built the tower also,
and set a watchman upon the tower, and watched for my vineyard, and not have fallen asleep,
lest the enemy should come upon you?

54 And behold, the watchman upon the tower would have seen the enemy while he was yet afar

off; and then ye could have made ready and kept the enemy from breaking down the hedge
thereof, and saved my vineyard from the hands of the destroyer.

Joseph Smith Jr
“The olive trees are 12 stakes which are yet to be built not the Temple in Jackson as some
suppose for while the 12 olive stakes are being built we will be at peace” (Joseph Smith Papers,

19 July 1840)

Old Testament Institute Student Manual

A prophet does not select where and when he serves. God chooses when and to whom a prophet
is sent. One may be an Enoch and build Zion, or a David O. McKay and preside over the
Church in times of peace and prosperity. Another may be a Mormon or a Jeremiah and try in
vain to save a rebellious and backsliding people. Each has his calling. Each has his time. Each
has his lesson for you to learn. (As Ye Sow, So Shall Ye Reap Jeremiah 1-19, p.235)

Hugh Nibley

My sense of urgency comes from the fact that I spend all my days now with the scriptures. And
the two marks of the Church I see are and have been for a long time these: a reverence for wealth
and a contempt for the scriptures. Naturally, the two go hand in hand. We should call attention to
the fact that these things we are doing are against the work of the Lord. There is one saying of
Joseph Smith I think of quite often: “If the heavens seem silent at a time when we desperately
need revelation, it is because of covetousness in the Church. God has often sealed up the heavens
because of covetousness.” And now the Church isn’t just shot through with covetousness, it is
saturated with covetousness. And so the heavens are going to be closed. We’re told we don’t get
revelation if we put our trust in money in the bank. (“Nibley Talks about Contemporary Issues,”

13)

Jeremiah 2 (cont.)

14 9 Is Israel a “servant? is he a homeborn slave? why is he spoiled?

15 The young lions roared upon him, and yelled, and they made his land waste: his cities are
burned without inhabitant.

16 Also the children of Noph and “Tahapanes have broken the crown of thy head.

17 Hast thou not procured this unto thyself, in that thou hast “forsaken the LORD thy God, when
he led thee by the way?

Bible Hub
Have you not brought this on yourself
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This phrase emphasizes personal responsibility and accountability. In the context of Jeremiah,
the Israelites are facing consequences due to their own actions. The Bible often highlights the
principle of sowing and reaping (Galatians 6:7-8), where individuals and nations face the
outcomes of their choices. This reflects the covenant relationship between God and Israel, where
blessings and curses were contingent upon obedience (Deuteronomy 28).

By forsaking the LORD your God

Forsaking God refers to the Israclites abandoning their covenant relationship with Yahweh.
Historically, this involved turning to idolatry and alliances with foreign nations, contrary to
God's commands (Exodus 20:3-5). The cultural context of the time included the worship of Baal
and other deities, which was prevalent among neighboring nations. This spiritual adultery is a
recurring theme in the prophetic books, symbolizing Israel's unfaithfulness (Hosea 1-3).

(Bible Hub Jeremiah 2: 17)

Brigham Young

"There is one principle I would like to have the Latter-day Saints perfectly understand-that is, of
blessings and cursings. For instance, we read that war, pestilence, plagues, famine, etc., will be
visited upon the inhabitants of the earth; but if distress through the judgments of God comes
upon this people, it will be because the majority have turned away from the Lord. Let the
majority of the people turn away from the Holy Commandments which the Lord has delivered to
us, and cease to hold the balance of power in the Church, and we may expect the judgments of
God to come upon us; but while six-tenths or three-fourths of this people will keep the
commandments of God, the curse and judgments of the Almighty will never come upon them,
though we will have trials of various kinds, and the elements to contend with-natural and
spiritual elements. "(Journal of Discourses, Vol. 10, p. 335, June 26, 1864)

Hosea 8

6 For from Israel was it also: the workman made it; therefore it is not God: but the calf of
Samaria shall be broken in pieces.

7 For they have sown the wind, and they shall reap the whirlwind: it hath no stalk: the bud
shall yield no meal: if so be it yield, the strangers shall swallow it up.

8 Israel is swallowed up: now shall they be among the Gentiles as a vessel wherein is no
pleasure.

9 For they are gone up to Assyria, a wild ass alone by himself: Ephraim hath hired lovers.

10 Yea, though they have hired among the nations, now will I gather them, and they shall sorrow
a little for the burden of the king of princes.

11 Because Ephraim hath made many altars to sin, altars shall be unto him to sin.

12 I have written to him the great things of my law, but they were counted as a strange thing.
13 They sacrifice flesh for the sacrifices of mine offerings, and eat it; but the LORD accepteth
them not; now will he remember their iniquity, and visit their sins: they shall return to Egypt.
14 For Israel hath forgotten his Maker, and buildeth temples; and Judah hath multiplied
fenced cities: but 1 will send a fire upon his cities, and it shall devour the palaces thereof.

Doctrine and Covenants 112
23 Verily, verily, I say unto you, darkness covereth the earth, and gross darkness the minds of
the people, and all flesh has become corrupt before my face.



24 Behold, vengeance cometh speedily upon the inhabitants of the earth, a day of wrath, a day of
burning, a day of desolation, of weeping, of mourning, and of lamentation; and as a whirlwind it
shall come upon all the face of the earth, saith the Lord.

25 And upon my house shall it begin, and from my house shall it go forth, saith the Lord;

26 First among those among you, saith the Lord, who have professed to know my name and have
not known me, and have blasphemed against me in the midst of my house, saith the Lord.

27 Therefore, see to it that ye trouble not yourselves concerning the affairs of my church

D&C 112:23-24. A Day of Tribulation

“This proclamation should cause us even in this day serious reflection,” wrote President Joseph
Fielding Smith. “If darkness covered the earth in 1837, surely it has deepened in its blackness
since that day. If that was a day of wickedness, and the Lord in several revelations testified to
this fact, then it is even more so today. We are called upon to remember that the day would come
when peace would be taken from the earth and the devil have power over his own dominions. (D.
& C. 1:35.) Surely that day has come. We have seen days of weeping and mourning, a day of
wrath and of vengeance upon the inhabitants of the earth, and yet they will not repent. We have
seen this day come speedily as the whirlwind, and yet we know that we have not seen the end.
There will yet be plagues, bloodshed and weeping until eventually the earth shall be cleansed of
all iniquity.” (Church History and Modern Revelation, 2:74.)

(Doctrine and Covenants Student Manual, Religion 324-325, 2001; Section 112)

D&C 112:24-26. “Upon My House Shall It Begin”

In the same revelation in which Zion was defined, the Lord warned the Saints that only if Zion
met the Lord’s qualifications would it escape the judgments that were to be poured out upon the
world. If they did not qualify as a Zion people, they had no promise (see D&C 97:21-27).
Severe judgments befell the Saints because they failed to build Zion and abide by its laws. This
prophetic statement also had reference to future members of the Church.

President Brigham Young warned: “If the Latter-day Saints do not desist from running after the
things of this world, and begin to reform and do the work the Father has given them to do, they
will be found wanting, and they, too, will be swept away and counted as unprofitable servants”
(in Journal of Discourses, 18:262).

President Joseph Fielding Smith pointed out: “All of these things will be withheld while the
nations are being punished, if the members of the Church will keep faithfully their
commandments. If they will not, then we have received the warning that we, like the rest of the
world, shall suffer His wrath in justice.” (Progress of Man, p. 468.)

President Wilford Woodruff emphasized: “Zion is not going to be moved out of her place. The
Lord will plead with her strong ones, and if she sins He will chastise her until she is purified
before the Lord. “I do not pretend to tell how much sorrow you or I are going to meet with
before the coming of the Son of Man. That will depend upon our conduct.” (In Millennial Star,
2 Sept. 1889, p. 547.)

(Doctrine and Covenants Student Manual, Religion 324-325, 2001; Section 112)



Doctrine and Covenants 112:23-26. “And upon my house shall it begin”

Doctrine and Covenants 112:23 echoes Isaiah’s ancient prophecy describing apostasy among the
inhabitants of the earth (see Isaiah 60:2). Doctrine and Covenants 112:24-26 indicates the order
in which God’s judgments will occur. Elder Neal A. Maxwell (1926-2004) of the Quorum of the
Twelve Apostles taught: “The Lord has clearly indicated that His purifying and sifting judgment
would begin first at the house of God and then proceed outward to the world. (See 1 Pet. 4:17;
D&C 112:25.)” (“Be of Good Cheer,” Ensign, Nov. 1982, 68).

(Doctrine and Covenants Student Manual, Religion 324-325, 2018; Chapter 44. Doctrine and
Covenants 111-114)

Jeremiah 2 (cont.)

18 And now what hast thou to do in the way of “Egypt, to drink the waters of Sihor? or what hast
thou to do in the way of Assyria, to drink the waters of “the river?

19 Thine own wickedness shall correct thee, and thy backslidings shall “reprove thee: know
therefore and see that it is an evil thing and bitter, that thou hast forsaken the LORD thy God, and
that my fear is not in thee, saith the Lord GOD of hosts.

(23-7) Jeremiah 2:1-19. The Waters of Life Forsaken
The sequence of Israel’s spiritual development is outlined in Jeremiah, chapter 2:

e [srael’s early devotion and righteousness (see vv. 2-3).

e [srael’s apostasy (see vv. 4—13). The Lord asked what fault the people found in Him that
justified their turning away from Him.

e Tragic results of apostasy (see vv. 14—19). The Lord’s people had forsaken Him, “gone
far from” Him (v. 5), and changed “their glory for that which doth not profit” (v. 11).

In verse 13 the two evils committed by Judah are told in figurative terms: They have forsaken the
fountain (Jehovah) of living water (life), and they have hewn out broken cisterns (gods) which
can hold no water (life). Then the image is changed, and the Lord states that Israel had partaken
of the waters of “Sihor” (the Nile) and of “the river” (v. 18) (the Euphrates). In other words, they
drank the spiritual waters of Egypt and Babylon and were filled with the lifeless water of
idolatry.

Verse 19 teaches the important truth that one is punished by as well as for one’s transgressions.
The phrase “my fear is not in thee” (v. 19) refers to the fear of God. Fear in the Hebrew denotes
a sense of reverent awe and profound respect. If the Jews had this fear in them, they would not
need to learn through the consequences of their transgressions.

(Old Testament Student Manual 1 Kings—Malachi, Religion 302, Chapter 23: As Ye Sow, So
Shall Ye Reap)
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3 Nephi 24

13 Your words have been stout against me, saith the Lord. Yet ye say: What have we spoken
against thee?

14 Ye have said: It is vain to serve God, and what doth it profit that we have kept his ordinances
and that we have walked mournfully before the Lord of Hosts?

15 And now we call the proud happy; yea, they that work wickedness are set up; yea, they that
tempt God are even delivered.

16 Then they that feared the Lord spake often one to another, and the Lord hearkened and heard;
and a book of (b) remembrance was written before him for them that feared the Lord, and that
thought upon his name.

17 And they shall be mine, saith the Lord of Hosts, in that day when I make up my jewels; and |
will spare them as a man spareth his own son that serveth him.

18 Then shall ye return and discern between the righteous and the wicked, between him that
serveth God and him that serveth him not.

3 Nephi 24:16-18. “I Make Up My Jewels”

How do we become one of the Lord’s jewels? A jewel is a precious stone measured by its
intrinsic and extrinsic value in the marketplace. Malachi and other prophets used the imagery of
jewels symbolically to refer to people who “feared the Lord”—those who show respect for Him,
keep His ordinances, and have their names in “a book of remembrance” (3 Nephi 24:16—18; see
also D&C 60:4; 101:3; Exodus 28:15-21). Thus, to become one of the Lord’s jewels, you must
faithfully keep the covenants associated with every ordinance regardless of worldly pressure. By
doing this you show that you love the Lord, and your name will be recorded in the book of
remembrance.

(Book of Mormon Student Manual, Religion 121—-122, 2009; Chapter 45: 3 Nephi 23—-26)

footnote (b):

Doctrine and Covenants 85

7 And it shall come to pass that I, the Lord God, will send one mighty and strong, holding the
scepter of power in his hand, clothed with light for a covering, whose mouth shall utter words,
eternal words; while his bowels shall be a fountain of truth, to set in order the house of God, and
to arrange by lot the inheritances of the saints whose names are found, and the names of their
fathers, and of their children, enrolled in the book of the law of God;

8 While that man, who was called of God and appointed, that putteth forth his hand to steady the
ark of God, shall fall by the shaft of death, like as a tree that is smitten by the vivid shaft of
lightning.

9 And all they who are not found written in the book of remembrance shall find none inheritance
in that day, but they shall be cut asunder, and their portion shall be appointed them among
unbelievers, where are wailing and gnashing of teeth.

Doctrine and Covenants 64

34 Behold, the Lord requireth the heart and a willing mind; and the willing and obedient shall eat
the good of the land of Zion in these last days.

35 And the rebellious shall be cut off out of the land of Zion, and shall be sent away, and shall
not inherit the land.



36 For, verily I say that the rebellious are not of the blood of Ephraim, wherefore they shall be
plucked out.

38 For it shall come to pass that the inhabitants of Zion shall judge all things pertaining to Zion.
39 And liars and hypocrites shall be proved by them, and they who are not apostles [Rev 2:2]
and prophets shall be known. [Deuteronomy 18:21-22]

40 And even the bishop, who is a judge, and his counselors, if they are not faithful in their
stewardships shall be condemned, and others shall be planted in their stead.

41 For, behold, I say unto you that Zion shall flourish, and the glory of the Lord shall be upon
her;

42 And she shall be an ensign unto the people, and there shall come unto her out of every nation
under heaven.

43 And the day shall come when the nations of the earth shall tremble because of her, and shall
fear because of her terrible ones. The Lord hath spoken it. Amen.

D&C 64:34-36. “The Rebellious Are Not of the Blood of Ephraim”

It seems strange that the Lord would say that blood, a symbol for descendancy, could be
influenced by rebelliousness, a spiritual trait. Isn’t one either a descendant of Ephraim or not a
descendant of Ephraim? The answer is no, not in the eyes of the Lord, who views His children in
terms of their spiritual qualities. Paul taught this principle to the early Saints. The Jews took
great pride in the fact that they were of the circumcision, that is, that they were the covenant
people, circumcision being the token of that covenant. But Paul pointed out that if one of the
circumcision violated the law, his “circumcision is made uncircumcision” (Romans 2:25). In
other words, by transgression one excludes oneself from being a true Israelite. Paul concluded
his reasoning with this statement: “For he is not a Jew, which is one outwardly; neither is that
circumcision, which is outward in the flesh: but he is a Jew, which is one inwardly; and
circumcision is that of the heart, in the spirit, and not in the letter; whose praise is not of men, but
of God” (Romans 2:28-29).

Nephi also understood this principle and taught: “For behold, I say unto you that as many of the
Gentiles as will repent are the covenant people of the Lord; and as many of the Jews as will not
repent shall be cast off; for the Lord covenanteth with none save it be with them that repent and
believe in his Son, who is the Holy One of Israel” (2 Nephi 30:2).

Ephraim received the birthright under the hands of Jacob (see Genesis 48:5-22) and was
considered by the Lord to be Joseph’s firstborn (see 1 Chronicles 5:1; Jeremiah 31:9). President
Joseph Fielding Smith explained why:

“It is essential in this dispensation that Ephraim stand in his place at the head, exercising the
birthright in Israel which was given to him by direct revelation. Therefore, Ephraim must be
gathered first to prepare the way, through the gospel and the priesthood, for the rest of the tribes
of Israel when the time comes for them to be gathered to Zion. The great majority of those who
have come into the Church are Ephraimites. It is the exception to find one of any other tribe,
unless it is of Manasseh.

“It is Ephraim, today, who holds the priesthood. It is with Ephraim that the Lord has made
covenant and has revealed the fulness of the everlasting gospel. It is Ephraim who is building



temples and performing the ordinances in them for both the living and for the dead. When the
‘lost tribes’ come—and it will be a most wonderful sight and a marvelous thing when they do
come to Zion—in fulfilment of the promises made through Isaiah and Jeremiah, they will have to
receive the crowning blessings from their brother Ephraim, the ‘firstborn’ in Israel.” (Doctrines
of Salvation, 3:252-53.)

An understanding of this mission of Ephraim helps us understand why the Lord would say that
“the rebellious are not of the blood of Ephraim” (D&C 64:36).

(Doctrine and Covenants Student Manual, Religion 324-325, 2001; Section 64)

Jeremiah 2 (cont.)

20 9 For of old time I have broken thy yoke, and burst thy bands; and thou saidst, I will not
transgress; when upon every high hill and under every green tree thou wanderest, playing
the “harlot.

(23-8) Jeremiah 2:20—-37. Judah Denounced
Jeremiah used vivid imagery in denouncing Judah:

“Broken thy yoke and burst thy bands” (v. 20). The Lord had delivered them from the bondage
of Egypt.

“Playing the harlot” (v. 20). Judah had committed idolatry, or spiritual adultery, with false gods
as well as actually engaging in unchaste practices.

21 Yet I had planted thee a noble “vine, wholly a right seed: how then art thou turned into the
degenerate plant of a strange vine unto me?

(23-8) Jeremiah 2:20-37. Judah Denounced (cont.)
“The degenerate plant of a strange vine” (v. 21). This wild vine brought forth poisonous berries,
or evil works. [Jacob 5: wild fruit]

22 For though thou “wash thee with nitre [alkali; carbonate of soda], and take thee much
soap, yet thine iniquity is marked before me, saith the Lord GOD.

(23-8) Jeremiah 2:20—37. Judah Denounced (cont.)
“Wash thee with nitre [lye], and take thee much soap, yet thine iniquity is marked” (v. 22). The
most powerful means of purification could not cleanse Judah’s sins.

23 How canst thou say, I am not polluted, I have not gone after Baalim? see thy way in the
valley, know what thou hast done: thou art a swift dromedary traversing her ways;

(23-8) Jeremiah 2:20—37. Judah Denounced (cont.)
“In the valley” (v. 23). Probably this valley was the Hinnom Valley, where children were
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sacrificed to Molech (see Jeremiah 7:31).

24 A wild ass used to the wilderness, that snuffeth up the wind at her pleasure. In her occasion
who can turn her away? All they that seek her will weary themselves; in her month they shall not
find her.

(23-8) Jeremiah 2:20—-37. Judah Denounced (cont.)

“A swift dromedary traversing her ways; a wild ass ... that snuffeth up the wind at her pleasure”
(vv. 23-24). The imagery indicates that as a camel or a wild ass in heat runs back and forth
during the mating season, so did Israel run after false gods.

Micah
"Yea, they did enjoy much the smell of their own farts..."

Different times, same message...

25 Withhold thy foot from being unshod, and thy throat from thirst: but thou saidst, There is no
(a)hope: no; for I have loved strangers, and after them will I go.

(23-8) Jeremiah 2:20-37. Judah Denounced (cont.)

“Withhold thy foot from being shod and thy throat from thirst” (v. 25). In their anxiety to follow
after the peoples of the world and worship false gods, they ran out of the house barefoot and
would not even stop to slake their thirst.

footnote (a):

Jeremiah 18

12 And they said, There is no hope: but we will walk after our own devices, and we will every
one do the imagination of his evil heart.

Nihilism definition:

Nihilism is a philosophical viewpoint that rejects the existence of inherent meaning or value in
life, asserting that traditional beliefs and moral values are unfounded and that existence is
ultimately meaningless. It encompasses various forms, including existential nihilism, which
focuses on the meaninglessness of life, and moral nihilism, which denies the existence of
objective moral truths.

Hedonism definition:

Hedonism is the philosophical belief that pleasure or happiness is the highest good and the main
goal in life. It emphasizes maximizing pleasure and minimizing pain as the primary motivations
for human behavior.

Doctrine and Covenants 1
13 And the anger of the Lord is kindled, and his sword is bathed in heaven, and it shall fall upon
the inhabitants of the earth.
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14 And the arm of the Lord shall be revealed; and the day cometh that they who will not hear the
voice of the Lord, neither the voice of his servants, neither give heed to the words of the prophets
and apostles, shall be cut off from among the people;

15 For they have strayed from mine ordinances, and have broken mine everlasting covenant;

16 They seek not the Lord to establish his righteousness, but every man walketh in his own way,
and after the image of his own god, whose image is in the likeness of the world, and whose
substance is that of an idol, which waxeth old and shall perish in Babylon, even Babylon the
great, which shall fall.

Jeremiah 2 (cont.)

26 As the thief is “ashamed when he is found, so is the house of Israel ashamed; they, their kings,
their princes, and their priests, and their prophets,

27 Saying to “a stock, Thou art my father; and to a stone, Thou hast brought me forth: for they
have turned their *back unto me, and not their face: but in the ‘time of their trouble they will say,
Arise, and save us.

(23-8) Jeremiah 2:20—-37. Judah Denounced (cont.)
“Saying to a stock, Thou art my father; and to a stone, Thou hast brought me forth™ (v. 27). Israel
worshiped images of wood and stone as the gods to whom they owed life and being.

footnote (¢ ) time:

Doctrine and Covenants 101

6 Behold, I say unto you, there were jarrings, and contentions, and envyings, and strifes, and
lustful and covetous desires among them; therefore by these things they polluted their
inheritances.

7 They were slow to hearken unto the voice of the Lord their God; therefore, the Lord their God
is slow to hearken unto their prayers, to answer them in the day of their trouble.

8 In the day of their peace they esteemed lightly my counsel; but, in the day of their trouble, of
necessity they feel after me.

Mosiah 11

22 And it shall come to pass that they shall know that I am the Lord their God, and am a jealous
God, visiting the iniquities of my people.

23 And it shall come to pass that except this people repent and turn unto the Lord their God, they
shall be brought into bondage; and none shall deliver them, except it be the Lord the Almighty
God.

24 Yea, and it shall come to pass that when they shall cry unto me I will be slow to hear their
cries; yea, and I will suffer them that they be smitten by their enemies.

25 And except they repent in sackcloth and ashes, and cry mightily to the Lord their God, I will
not hear their prayers, neither will I deliver them out of their afflictions; and thus saith the Lord,
and thus hath he commanded me.

D&C 101:6-8. Why Is God Sometimes Slow to Hear His Children?
One of the great problems recorded in scripture is mankind’s indifference to God in times of
prosperity. Too often they forget their Creator, who is the giver of all good things. In times of
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trouble, however, they remember God and turn to Him for mercy and help in their afflictions, but
He is slow to help them. These verses show that the Saints were guilty of this offense. Therefore,
the Lord did not support them in their day of affliction. He will not support any who claim His
promises but do not keep their covenants. (See D&C 84:54—59; Mosiah 11:24; 21:15; Helaman
4:11-13; 12:1-6; Judges 10:13—14; Isaiah 26:16.)

(Doctrine and Covenants Student Manual, Religion 324-325, 2001; Section 101)

Elder L. Tom Perry
The people of Alma were delivered from the hands of the Lamanites and safely made their way
back to be united with the people of Zarahemla.

What was the difference between the people of Alma and the people of King Limhi? Obviously,
there were several differences: the people of Alma were peaceful and more righteous; they had
already been baptized and entered into a covenant with the Lord; they humbled themselves
before the Lord even before their tribulations started. All these differences made it appropriate
and fair that the Lord would deliver them quickly in a miraculous way from the hand which kept
them in bondage. These scriptures teach us of the Lord’s power of deliverance. (The Power of
Deliverance, April 2012)

Jeremiah 2 (cont.)
28 But where are thy “gods that thou hast made thee? let them arise, if they can save thee in the
time of thy trouble: for according to the number of thy cities are thy gods, O Judah.

(23-8) Jeremiah 2:20-37. Judah Denounced (cont.)
“Where are thy gods?” (v. 28). The Lord challenged Judah to find help from the false idols now
that destruction threatened her.

footnote (a) gods:

Judges 10

13 Yet ye have forsaken me, and served other gods: wherefore I will deliver you no more.
14 Go and cry unto the gods which ye have chosen; let them deliver you in the time of your
tribulation.

(22-27) Judges 10

Israel had no assurance at this time that God would help them. They had sold themselves to other
gods, and they now had to rely on their strength. A similar warning, found in D&C 101:7-8, was
given to the Saints of the latter days.

(Old Testament Student Manual Genesis-2 Samuel, Religion 301, 2003; Judges 1—12: The Reign
of the Judges, Part 1)

Proverbs 1
22 How long, ye simple ones, will ye love simplicity? and the scorners delight in their scorning,
and fools hate knowledge?
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23 Turn you at my reproof: behold, I will pour out my spirit unto you, I will make known my
words unto you.

24 9 Because | have called, and ye refused; [ have stretched out my hand, and no man regarded;
25 But ye have set at nought all my counsel, and would none of my reproof:

26 I also will laugh at your calamity; I will mock when your fear cometh;

27 When your fear cometh as desolation, and your destruction cometh as a whirlwind; when
distress and anguish cometh upon you.

28 Then shall they call upon me, but I will not answer; they shall seek me early, but they shall
not find me:

29 For that they hated knowledge, and did not choose the fear of the LORD:

30 They would none of my counsel: they despised all my reproof.

31 Therefore shall they eat of the fruit of their own way, and be filled with their own devices.
32 For the turning away of the simple shall slay them, and the prosperity of fools shall destroy
them.

33 But whoso hearkeneth unto me shall dwell safely, and shall be quiet from fear of evil.

Doctrine and Covenants 58

26 For behold, it is not meet that I should command in all things; for he that is compelled in all
things, the same is a slothful and not a wise servant, wherefore he receiveth no reward.

27 Verily I say, men should be anxiously engaged in a good cause, and do many things of their
own free will, and bring to pass much righteousness;

28 For the power is in them, wherein they are agents unto themselves. And inasmuch as men do
good they shall in nowise lose their reward.

29 But he that doeth not anything until he is commanded, and receiveth a commandment with
doubtful heart, and keepeth it with slothfulness, the same is damned.

30 Who am I that made man, saith the Lord, that will hold him guiltless that obeys not my
commandments?

31 Who am I, saith the Lord, that have promised and have not fulfilled?

32 I command and men obey not; I revoke and they receive not the blessing.

33 Then they say in their hearts: This is not the work of the Lord, for his promises are not
fulfilled. But wo unto such, for their reward lurketh beneath, and not from above.

D&C 58:26-29. The Lord Should Not Have to Command His People in All Things

Elder Ezra Taft Benson explained that “usually the Lord gives us the overall objectives to be
accomplished and some guidelines to follow, but he expects us to work out most of the details
and methods. The methods and procedures are usually developed through study and prayer and
by living so that we can obtain and follow the promptings of the Spirit. Less spiritually advanced
people, such as those in the days of Moses, had to be commanded in many things. Today those
spiritually alert look at the objectives, check the guidelines laid down by the Lord and his
prophets, and then prayerfully act— without having to be commanded ‘in all things.” This
attitude prepares men for godhood. . . .

“Sometimes the Lord hopefully waits on his children to act on their own, and when they do not,

they lose the greater prize, and the Lord will either drop the entire matter and let them suffer the
consequences or else he will have to spell it out in greater detail. Usually, I fear, the more he has
to spell it out, the smaller is our reward.” (In Conference Report, Apr. 1965, pp. 121-22.



(Doctrine and Covenants Student Manual, Religion 324-325, 2001, Section 58)

D&C 58:30-33. To Receive the Lord’s Blessings, People Must Obey His Commandments
“The Saints sometimes fail to do their duty and to keep the commandments of God. But they
expect Him to make good to them the promises He has given to the faithful. If He does not, they
complain. They neglect their prayers; they absent themselves from their meetings; they break the
Word of Wisdom; they withhold their tithing; but when sickness comes and falls like a dark,
terrifying shadow across their path, they expect immediate Divine interference in their behalf,
through the administration of the Elders. If their expectations are not realized, they say, in a
rebellious spirit, ‘His promises are not fulfilled.” The reply of the Lord to that is, ‘Their reward
lurketh beneath.” They must look ‘beneath’ for their reward; they have no claim on heaven.”
(Smith and Sjodahl, Commentary, p. 340.)

(Doctrine and Covenants Student Manual, Religion 324-325, 2001, Section 58)

Jeremiah 2 (cont.)

29 Wherefore will ye “plead [HEB quarrel, contend.] with me? ye all have transgressed against
me, saith the LORD.

30 In vain have I smitten your children; they received no “correction [Chastening]: your own
sword hath devoured your prophets, like a destroying lion.

(23-8) Jeremiah 2:20-37. Judah Denounced (cont.)

“In vain have I smitten your children” (v. 30). Even the judgments of the past, such as the fall of
the Northern Kingdom and the siege of Judah by Assyria, were not enough to bring the people to
repentance.

“Your own sword hath devoured your prophets” (v. 30). The people killed the prophets sent by
God to warn them.

Heleman 13

24 Yea, wo unto this people, because of this time which has arrived, that ye do cast out the
prophets, and do mock them, and cast stones at them, and do slay them, and do all manner of
iniquity unto them, even as they did of old time.

25 And now when ye talk, ye say: If our days had been in the days of our fathers of old, we
would not have slain the prophets; we would not have stoned them, and cast them out.

26 Behold ye are worse than they; for as the Lord liveth, if a prophet come among you and
declareth unto you the word of the Lord, which testifieth of your sins and iniquities, ye are angry
with him, and cast him out and seek all manner of ways to destroy him; yea, you will say that he
is a false prophet, and that he is a sinner, and of the devil, because he testifieth that your deeds
are evil.

27 But behold, if a man shall come among you and shall say: Do this, and there is no iniquity; do
that and ye shall not suffer; yea, he will say: Walk after the pride of your own hearts; yea, walk
after the pride of your eyes, and do whatsoever your heart desireth—and if a man shall come
among you and say this, ye will receive him, and say that he is a prophet.
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28 Yea, ye will lift him up, and ye will give unto him of your substance; ye will give unto him of
your gold, and of your silver, and ye will clothe him with costly apparel; and because he
speaketh flattering words unto you, and he saith that all is well, then ye will not find fault with
him.

29 O ye wicked and ye perverse generation; ye hardened and ye stiffnecked people, how long
will ye suppose that the Lord will suffer you? Yea, how long will ye suffer yourselves to be led
by foolish and blind guides? Yea, how long will ye choose darkness rather than light?

30 Yea, behold, the anger of the Lord is already kindled against you; behold, he hath cursed the
land because of your iniquity.

31 And behold, the time cometh that he curseth your riches, that they become slippery, that ye
cannot hold them; and in the days of your poverty ye cannot retain them.

32 And in the days of your poverty ye shall cry unto the Lord; and in vain shall ye cry, for your
desolation is already come upon you, and your destruction is made sure; and then shall ye weep
and howl in that day, saith the Lord of Hosts. And then shall ye lament, and say:

33 O that I had repented, and had not killed the prophets, and stoned them, and cast them out.
Yea, in that day ye shall say: O that we had remembered the Lord our God in the day that he
gave us our riches, and then they would not have become slippery that we should lose them; for
behold, our riches are gone from us.

Helaman 13:23-29. Following the Living Prophet
President Harold B. Lee said:

“When the Church was first organized, in fact, the day on which it was organized, the Lord was
speaking to the Church. He didn’t mean just the six members that were then the constituted
number of the Church: he was speaking about the President of the Church, who was the Prophet
Joseph Smith at that time. And this is what he said: [D&C 21:4-6.]

“We have some tight places to go before the Lord is through with this church and the world in
this dispensation, which is the last dispensation, which shall usher in the coming of the Lord. The
gospel was restored to prepare a people ready to receive him. The power of Satan will increase;
we see it in evidence on every hand. There will be inroads within the Church. There will be, as
President Tanner has said,

‘Hypocrites, those professing, but secretly are full of dead men’s bones.” We will see those who
profess membership but secretly are plotting and trying to lead people not to follow the
leadership that the Lord has set up to preside in this church.

“Now the only safety we have as members of this church is to do exactly what the Lord said to
the Church in that day when the Church was organized. We must learn to give heed to the words
and commandments that the Lord shall give through his prophet, ‘as he receiveth them, walking
in all holiness before me; . . . as if from mine own mouth, in all patience and faith.” (D&C 21:4—
5.) There will be some things that take patience and faith. You may not like what comes from the
authority of the Church. It may contradict your political views. It may contradict your social
views. It may interfere with some of your social life. But if you listen to these things, as if from
the mouth of the Lord himself, with patience and faith, the promise is that ‘the gates of hell shall
not prevail against you; yea, and the Lord God will disperse the powers of darkness from before



you, and cause the heavens to shake for your good, and his name’s glory.” (D&C 21:6.)” (in
Conference Report, Oct. 1970, p. 152).

(Book of Mormon Student Manual, Religion 121 and 122, 1996, Chapter 38 Helaman 13—16)

Jeremiah 2 (cont.)

31 9 O generation, see ye the word of the LORD. Have I been a wilderness unto Israel? a land of
darkness? wherefore say my people, We are lords; we will come no more unto thee?

32 Can a maid forget her ornaments, or a bride her attire? yet my people have “forgotten me days
without number.

33 Why trimmest thou thy way to seek love? therefore hast thou also taught the wicked “ones
[HEB women] thy ways.

34 Also in thy skirts is found the “blood of the souls of the poor innocents: I have not found it by
secret search, but upon all “these [IE their clothing]..

(23-8) Jeremiah 2:20—-37. Judah Denounced (cont.)

“Can a maid forget her ornaments?” (v. 32; see also vv. 33-34). Unlike the bride who adorns
herself with chastity and faithfulness to her husband, this bride of Judah was found with soiled
skirts, which were so obvious that a search was not required to find them. Israel had become so
skilled in doing evil that she could teach even the experienced harlots of idolatry (see v. 33).

(Old Testament Student Manual 1 Kings—Malachi, Religion 302, Chapter 23: As Ye Sow, So
Shall Ye Reap)

Bible Hub

Keil and Delitzsch Biblical Commentary on the Old Testament

In Jeremiah 2:33 the style of address is ironical. How good thou makest thy way! i.e., how well
thou knowest to choose out and follow the right way to seek love. "Love" here is seen from the
context to be love to the idols, intrigues with the heathen and their gods. Seek love equals
strive to gain the love of the false gods. To attain this end thou hast taught thy ways misdeeds,
i.e., accustomed thy ways to misdeeds, forsaken the commandments of thy God which demand
righteousness and the purifying of one'’s life, and accommodated thyself to the immoral
practices of the heathen. ... the evil deeds which are undisguisedly visible

Benson Commentary

Jeremiah 2:33-34. Why trimmest thou thy way to seek love — “The prophet alludes to the
practices of common harlots, who deck themselves, and use all inveigling arts, that they may
recommend themselves to their gallants; in like manner,” the prophet intimates, “the Jews tried
all methods to gain the friendship and assistance of foreign idolaters, who are called their
lovers:” Houbigant’s translation of this verse is, “Why dost thou strew [spread here and there;
scatter or distribute] thy way, that thou mayest find lovers; and teachest thy ways to thy
companions?”’ The original word, rendered trimmest, *2%°n, properly means, to make good, right,
or agreeable. Noldius expounds the clause, “Why dost thou justify thy ways, or insist upon thy
innocence?” And the French interpret the verse, “Why wouldest thou justify thy conduct, to
enter into favour with me? so long as thou hast taught to others the evil which thou hast done;
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and while (Jeremiah 2:34) in thy skirts,” &c. Also in thy skirts is found the blood of the souls,
&c. — This [could be] rendered, Also in thy skirts is found the blood of poor and innocent
persons, for by souls is meant persons; and by the blood being found in their skirts, the prophet
means their committing murders and oppressions, secretly, perhaps; but their guilt was as
manifest as though the blood of the persons slain had been found sprinkled upon their
garments. The LXX. render the clause gv Toug yepot cov gvpebncav apato yoywv admwv, in
thy hands have been found the blood of innocent souls, or persons. Their sacrificing of their little
children to their idols, as well as their oppressing and murdering of adult persons, is intended to
be comprised here. I have not found it by secret search — The LXX., with whom all the ancient
versions agree, render the clause ovk gv dopvypacty gvpov avtovg, I have not found them in
digged holes, or ditches, but upon all these. The LXX. and Syriac render 79X 92 v, here, upon
every oak. “The meaning of which is this: In the law it is commanded, (Leviticus 17:13,) that the
blood of animals killed in hunting should be covered with dust, in order, no doubt, to [avoid]
horror at the sight of blood. In allusion to this command, it is [contested] against Jerusalem, that
she had not only shed blood in the midst of her, but that she had set it upon the top of a rock, and
poured it not upon the ground to cover it with dust; that is, she had seemed to glory in the crime,
[or take pride in it], by doing it in the most open and audacious manner, so as to challenge
God’s vengeance. In like manner it is said here, that God had not discovered the blood that was
shed in holes under ground, but that it was sprinkled upon every oak before which their inhuman
sacrifices had been performed.” (Bible Hub Jeremiah 2:33)

Heber Kimball

Our sons and daughters must live pure lives so as to be prepared for what is coming. After a
while the Gentiles will gather by the thousands to this place, and Salt Lake City will be classed
among the wicked cities of the world. A spirit of speculation and extravagance will take
possession of the Saints, and the results will be financial bondage. Persecution comes next and
all true Latter-day Saints will be tested to the limit. Many will apostatize and others will be still
not knowing what to do. Darkness will cover the earth and gross darkness the minds of the
people. ... the Saints will be put to a test that will try the integrity of the best of them. The
pressure will become so great that the more righteous among them will cry unto the Lord day
and night until deliverance comes... [For] the time is coming when we will be mixed up in these
now peaceful valleys to that extent that it will be difficult to tell the face of a Saint from the face
of an enemy to the people of God. Then, brethren, look out for the great sieve, for there will be a
great sifting time, and many will fall; for I say unto you there is a test, a Test, a TEST coming,

and who will be able to stand?

(May 1868, in Deseret News, 23 May 1931, see also Conference Report, Oct. 1930, p. 58-59; Orson F. Whitney,
Life of Heber C. Kimball, Salt Lake City: Bookcraft, 1945, p. 446, Smith, Robert W. and Elisabeth A., Scriptural and
Secular Prophecies Pertaining to The Last Days, Ninth Edition, Pyramid Press, SLC, UT, 1947, pp. 134-138;
Deseret News, May 23, 1931; W. Cleon Skousen, Prophecy and Modern Times, pp. 31-33, An Army of Elders, May
1868, Heber C. Kimball Reported by his son J. Golden Kimball, CR October 1930, p. 58. See also Prophetic
Sayings of Heber C. Kimball to Sister Amanda H. Wilcox)

Dallin H. Oaks

“It is well to worry about our moral foundation. We live in a world where more and more
persons of influence are teaching and acting out a belief that there is no absolute right and wrong,
that all authority and all rules of behavior are man-made choices that can prevail over the



commandments of God. Many even question whether there is a God.

“The philosophy of moral relativism, which holds that each person is free to choose for himself
what is right and wrong, is becoming the unofficial creed for many in America and other
Western nations. At the extreme level, evil acts that used to be localized and covered up like a
boil are now legalized and paraded like a banner. Persuaded by this philosophy, many of the
rising generation—youth and young adults—are caught up in self-serving pleasures, pagan
painting and piercing of body parts, foul language, revealing attire, pornography, dishonesty, and
degrading sexual indulgence” (“Truth and Tolerance” [Church Educational System fireside for
young adults, Sept. 11, 2011],

Jeremiah 2 (cont.)
35 Yet thou sayest, Because I am “innocent, surely his anger shall turn from me. Behold, I will
plead with thee, because thou sayest, I have not sinned.

footnote (a) innocent

Mosiah 12

9 And it came to pass that they were angry with him; and they took him and carried him bound
before the king, and said unto the king: Behold, we have brought a man before thee who has
prophesied evil concerning thy people, and saith that God will destroy them.

10 And he also prophesieth evil concerning thy life, and saith that thy life shall be as a garment
in a furnace of fire.

11 And again, he saith that thou shalt be as a stalk, even as a dry stalk of the field, which is run
over by the beasts and trodden under foot.

12 And again, he saith thou shalt be as the blossoms of a thistle, which, when it is fully ripe, if
the wind bloweth, it is driven forth upon the face of the land. And he pretendeth the Lord hath
spoken it. And he saith all this shall come upon thee except thou repent, and this because of thine
iniquities.

13 And now, O king, what great evil hast thou done, or what great sins have thy people
committed, that we should be condemned of God or judged of this man?

14 And now, O king, behold, we are guiltless, and thou, O king, hast not sinned; therefore, this
man has lied concerning you, and he has prophesied in vain.

15 And behold, we are strong, we shall not come into bondage, or be taken captive by our
enemies; yea, and thou hast prospered in the land, and thou shalt also prosper.

Alma 21

6 Thou also sayest, except we repent we shall perish. How knowest thou the thought and intent
of our hearts? How knowest thou that we have cause to repent? How knowest thou that we are
not a righteous people? Behold, we have built sanctuaries, and we do assemble ourselves
together to worship God. We do believe that God will save all men.

Jeremiah (fin)

36 Why gaddest [verb "gad," which means to wander about restlessly or aimlessly, Ephesians 4:
14] thou about so much to change thy way? thou also shalt be “ashamed of Egypt, as thou wast
ashamed of Assyria.


https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/study/scriptures/ot/jer/2?lang=eng%22%20/l%20%22note35a
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37 Yea, thou shalt go forth from him, and thine hands upon thine head: for the LORD hath
rejected thy confidences, and thou shalt not prosper in them.

Doctrine and Covenants 90
36 But verily I say unto you, that I, the Lord, will contend with Zion, and plead with her strong
ones, and chasten her until she overcomes and is clean before me.

D&C 90:34-37. Zion Warned

Smith and Sjodahl note that section 90 “closes with a warning and a promise regarding Zion. All
the brethren in Zion were not keeping the commandments of God faithfully. Some of them were
jealous of the position and influence of the Prophet Joseph, and denied his authority to direct the
temporal affairs of the Church.... Furthermore, the Saints in Zion failed to keep the laws of God
concerning consecration. Hence the warning: The Lord would contend with Zion, plead with her
strong ones, and chasten her ‘until she overcomes and is clean before me.” That is the warning.
The promise is: ‘She shall not be removed out of her place.”” (Commentary, p. 583.)

(Doctrine and Covenants Student Manual, Religion 324-325, 2001, Section 90)

Joseph Smith Jr.

“If Zion will not purify herself, so as to be approved of in all things, in His sight, He will seek
another people; for His work will go on until Israel is gathered, and they who will not hear His
voice, must expect to feel His wrath. Let me say unto you, seek to purify yourselves, and also all
the inhabitants of Zion, lest the Lord’s anger be kindled to fierceness. Repent, repent, is the voice
of God to Zion; and strange as it may appear, yet it is true, mankind will persist in self-
Justification until all their iniquity is exposed, and their character past being redeemed, and that
which is treasured up in their hearts be exposed to the gaze of mankind. I say to you (and what I
say to you I say to all,) hear the warning voice of God, lest Zion fall, and the Lord swear in His
wrath the inhabitants of Zion shall not enter into His rest.”

“So long as unrighteous acts are suffered in the Church, it cannot be sanctified, neither can Zion
be redeemed.”

(Teachings of Presidents of the Church: Joseph Smith: "Establishing The Cause of Zion")



