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CHAPTER 3 
Israel and Judah defiled and polluted the land through wickedness—In the last days, the Lord 
will gather the people of Israel, one from a city and two from a family, and bring them to Zion. 
 
Doctrine and Covenants 103 
12 For after much tribulation, as I have said unto you in a former commandment, cometh the 
blessing. 
13 Behold, this is the blessing which I have promised after your tribulations, and the tribulations 
of your brethren—your redemption, and the redemption of your brethren, even their restoration 
to the land of Zion, to be established, no more to be thrown down. 
14 Nevertheless, if they pollute their inheritances they shall be thrown down; for I will not spare 
them if they pollute their inheritances. 
15 Behold, I say unto you, the redemption of Zion must needs come by power; 
16 Therefore, I will raise up unto my people a man, who shall lead them like as Moses led the 
children of Israel. 
17 For ye are the children of Israel, and of the seed of Abraham, and ye must needs be led out of 
bondage by power, and with a stretched-out arm. 
18 And as your fathers were led at the first, even so shall the redemption of Zion be. 
19 Therefore, let not your hearts faint, for I say not unto you as I said unto your fathers: Mine 
angel shall go up before you, but not my presence. 
20 But I say unto you: Mine angels shall go up before you, and also my presence, and in time ye 
shall possess the goodly land. 
21 Verily, verily I say unto you, that my servant Joseph Smith, Jun., is the man to whom I 
likened the servant to whom the Lord of the vineyard spake in the parable which I have given 
unto you. 
 
Doctrine and Covenants 109 
13 And that all people who shall enter upon the threshold of the Lord’s house may feel thy 
power, and feel constrained to acknowledge that thou hast sanctified it, and that it is thy house, a 
place of thy holiness. 
14 And do thou grant, Holy Father, that all those who shall worship in this house may be taught 
words of wisdom out of the best books, and that they may seek learning even by study, and also 
by faith, as thou hast said; 
15 And that they may grow up in thee, and receive a fulness of the Holy Ghost, and be organized 
according to thy laws, and be prepared to obtain every needful thing; 
16 And that this house may be a house of prayer, a house of fasting, a house of faith, a house of 
glory and of God, even thy house; 
17 That all the incomings of thy people, into this house, may be in the name of the Lord; 
18 That all their outgoings from this house may be in the name of the Lord; 
19 And that all their salutations may be in the name of the Lord, with holy hands, uplifted to the 
Most High; 



20 And that no unclean thing shall be permitted to come into thy house to pollute it 
 
Doctrine and Covenants 110 
6 Let the hearts of your brethren rejoice, and let the hearts of all my people rejoice, who have, 
with their might, built this house to my name. 
7 For behold, I have accepted this house, and my name shall be here; and I will manifest myself 
to my people in mercy in this house. 
8 Yea, I will appear unto my servants, and speak unto them with mine own voice, if my people 
will keep my commandments, and do not pollute this holy house. 
 
Mormon 8 
35 Behold, I speak unto you as if ye were present, and yet ye are not. But behold, Jesus Christ 
hath shown you unto me, and I know your doing. 
36 And I know that ye do walk in the pride of your hearts; and there are none save a few only 
who do not lift themselves up in the pride of their hearts, unto the wearing of very fine apparel, 
unto envying, and strifes, and malice, and persecutions, and all manner of iniquities; and your 
churches, yea, even every one, have become polluted because of the pride of your hearts. 
37 For behold, ye do love money, and your substance, and your fine apparel, and the adorning of 
your churches, more than ye love the poor and the needy, the sick and the afflicted. 
38 O ye pollutions, ye hypocrites, ye teachers, who sell yourselves for that which will canker, 
why have ye polluted the holy church of God? Why are ye ashamed to take upon you the name 
of Christ? Why do ye not think that greater is the value of an endless happiness than that misery 
which never dies 
 
Matthew 21 
10 ¶ And Jesus went into the temple of God, and cast out all them that sold and bought in the 
temple, and overthrew the tables of the moneychangers, and the seats of them that sold doves; 
and said unto them, 
11 It is written, My house shall be called the house of prayer; but ye have made it a den of 
thieves. 
 
Doctrine and Covenants 112 
23 Verily, verily, I say unto you, darkness covereth the earth, and gross darkness the minds of 
the people, and all flesh has become corrupt before my face. 
24 Behold, vengeance cometh speedily upon the inhabitants of the earth, a day of wrath, a day of 
burning, a day of desolation, of weeping, of mourning, and of lamentation; and as a whirlwind it 
shall come upon all the face of the earth, saith the Lord. 
25 And upon my house shall it begin, and from my house shall it go forth, saith the Lord; 
26 First among those among you, saith the Lord, who have professed to know my name and have 
not known me, and have blasphemed against me in the midst of my house, saith the Lord. 
27 Therefore, see to it that ye trouble not yourselves concerning the affairs of my church 
 
1 Nephi 20 
9 Nevertheless, for my name’s sake will I defer mine anger, and for my praise will I refrain from 
thee, that I cut thee not off. 
10 For, behold, I have refined thee, I have chosen thee in the furnace of affliction. 
11 For mine own sake, yea, for mine own sake will I do this, for I will not suffer my name to be 
polluted, and I will not give my glory unto another. 



 
Doctrine and Covenants 105 
8 But I speak concerning my churches abroad—there are many who will say: Where is their 
God? Behold, he will deliver them in time of trouble, otherwise we will not go up unto Zion, and 
will keep our moneys. 
9 Therefore, in consequence of the transgressions of my people, it is expedient in me that mine 
elders should wait for a little season for the redemption of Zion— 
10 That they themselves may be prepared, and that my people may be taught more perfectly, and 
have experience, and know more perfectly concerning their duty, and the things which I require 
at their hands. 
11 And this cannot be brought to pass until mine elders are endowed with power from on high. 
12 For behold, I have prepared a great endowment and blessing to be poured out upon them, 
inasmuch as they are faithful and continue in humility before me. 
13 Therefore it is expedient in me that mine elders should wait for a little season, for the 
redemption of Zion. 
14 For behold, I do not require at their hands to fight the battles of Zion; for, as I said in a former 
commandment, even so will I fulfil—I will fight your battles. 
15 Behold, the destroyer I have sent forth to destroy and lay waste mine enemies; and not many 
years hence they shall not be left to pollute mine heritage, and to blaspheme my name upon the 
lands which I have consecrated for the gathering together of my saints. 
16 Behold, I have commanded my servant Joseph Smith, Jun., to say unto the strength of my 
house, even my warriors, my young men, and middle-aged, to gather together for the redemption 
of my people, and throw down the towers of mine enemies, and scatter their watchmen; 
17 But the strength of mine house have not hearkened unto my words. 
 
Doctrine and Covenants 84 
49 And the whole world lieth in sin, and groaneth under darkness and under the bondage of sin. 
50 And by this you may know they are under the bondage of sin, because they come not unto 
me. 
51 For whoso cometh not unto me is under the bondage of sin. 
52 And whoso receiveth not my voice is not acquainted with my voice, and is not of me. 
53 And by this you may know the righteous from the wicked, and that the whole world groaneth 
under sin and darkness even now. 
54 And your minds in times past have been darkened because of unbelief, and because you have 
treated lightly the things you have received— 
55 Which vanity and unbelief have brought the whole church under condemnation. 
56 And this condemnation resteth upon the children of Zion, even all. 
57 And they shall remain under this condemnation until they repent and remember the new 
covenant, even the Book of Mormon and the former commandments which I have given them, 
not only to say, but to do according to that which I have written— 
58 That they may bring forth fruit meet for their Father’s kingdom; otherwise there remaineth a 
scourge and judgment to be poured out upon the children of Zion. 
59 For shall the children of the kingdom pollute my holy land? Verily, I say unto you, Nay. 
60 Verily, verily, I say unto you who now hear my words, which are my voice, blessed are ye 
inasmuch as you receive these things 
 
Doctrine and Covenants 124 
44 If ye labor with all your might, I will consecrate that spot that it shall be made holy. 



45 And if my people will hearken unto my voice, and unto the voice of my servants whom I have 
appointed to lead my people, behold, verily I say unto you, they shall not be moved out of their 
place. 
46 But if they will not hearken to my voice, nor unto the voice of these men whom I have 
appointed, they shall not be blest, because they pollute mine holy grounds, and mine holy 
ordinances, and charters, and my holy words which I give unto them. 
47 And it shall come to pass that if you build a house unto my name, and do not do the things 
that I say, I will not perform the oath which I make unto you, neither fulfil the promises which ye 
expect at my hands, saith the Lord. 
48 For instead of blessings, ye, by your own works, bring cursings, wrath, indignation, and 
judgments upon your own heads, by your follies, and by all your abominations, which you 
practise before me, saith the Lord. 
 
Doctrine and Covenants 64 
30 And he hath set you to provide for his saints in these last days, that they may obtain an 
inheritance in the land of Zion. 
31 And behold, I, the Lord, declare unto you, and my words are sure and shall not fail, that they 
shall obtain it. 
32 But all things must come to pass in their time. 
33 Wherefore, be not weary in well-doing, for ye are laying the foundation of a great work. And 
out of small things proceedeth that which is great. 
34 Behold, the Lord requireth the heart and a willing mind; and the willing and obedient shall eat 
the good of the land of Zion in these last days. 
35 And the rebellious shall be cut off out of the land of Zion, and shall be sent away, and shall 
not inherit the land. 
36 For, verily I say that the rebellious are not of the blood of Ephraim, wherefore they shall be 
plucked out. 
37 Behold, I, the Lord, have made my church in these last days like unto a judge sitting on a hill, 
or in a high place, to judge the nations. 
38 For it shall come to pass that the inhabitants of Zion shall judge all things pertaining to Zion. 
39 And liars and hypocrites shall be proved by them, and they who are not apostles and prophets 
shall be known. 
40 And even the bishop, who is a judge, and his counselors, if they are not faithful in their 
stewardships shall be condemned, and others shall be planted in their stead. 
41 For, behold, I say unto you that Zion shall flourish, and the glory of the Lord shall be upon 
her; 
42 And she shall be an ensign unto the people, and there shall come unto her out of every nation 
under heaven. 
43 And the day shall come when the nations of the earth shall tremble because of her, and shall 
fear because of her terrible ones. The Lord hath spoken it. Amen. 
 
 
Jeremiah 3 
1 They say, If a man put away his wife, and she go from him, and become another man’s, shall 
he return unto her again? shall not that land be greatly polluted? but thou hast played the harlot 
with many lovers; yet return again to me, saith the LORD. 
 



Matthew 5 
29 ¶ Behold, it is written by them of old time that thou shalt not commit adultery. 
30 But I say unto you, That whosoever looketh on a woman to lust after her hath committed 
adultery with her already in his heart. 
35 It hath been written that whosoever shall put away his wife, let him give her a writing of 
divorcement. 
36 Verily, verily, I say unto you that whosoever shall put away his wife, saving for the cause of 
fornication, causeth her to commit adultery; and whosoever shall marry her that is divorced 
committeth adultery. 
 
Keil and Delitzsch Biblical Commentary on the Old Testament 
As a divorced woman who has become another man's wife cannot return to her first husband, so 
Judah, after it has turned away to other gods, will not be received again by Jahveh; especially 
since, in spite of all chastisement, it adheres to its evil ways. (Bible Hub) 
 
Jeremiah 3 (cont.) 
 
2 Lift up thine eyes unto the high places, and see where thou hast not been lain with. In the ways 
hast thou sat for them, as the Arabian in the wilderness; and thou hast polluted the land with thy 
whoredoms and wickedness. 
 
Footnote (a) whoredoms  
Deuteronomy 31 
16 ¶ And the Lord said unto Moses, Behold, thou shalt sleep with thy fathers; and this people 
will rise up, and go a whoring after the gods of the strangers of the land, whither they go to be 
among them, and will forsake me, and break my covenant which I have made with them. 
 
Jeremiah 3 (cont.) 

3 Therefore, thy showers have been withholden, and there hath been no latter [spring] rain; and 

thou hadst a whore’s forehead; thou refusedst to be ashamed. 

 

Tefillin (phylacteries): are small black leather boxes containing Torah verses, worn by Jewish 

men during weekday morning prayers as a reminder of God's laws. They consist of two parts: 

one is placed on the arm and the other on the forehead, symbolizing the binding of God's words 

to one's heart and mind. 

  

Matthew 23 

1 Then spake Jesus to the multitude, and to his disciples, Saying, The scribes and the Pharisees 

sit in Moses’ seat: 

2 All, therefore, whatsoever they bid you observe, they will make you observe and do; for they 

are ministers of the law, and they make themselves your judges. But do not ye after their works; 

for they say, and do not. 

3 For they bind heavy burdens and lay on men’s shoulders, and they are grievous to be borne; 

but they will not move them with one of their fingers. 



4 And all their works they do to be seen of men. They make broad their phylacteries, and enlarge 

the borders of their garments, and love the uppermost rooms at feasts, and the chief seats in the 

synagogues, and greetings in the markets, and to be called of men, Rabbi, Rabbi (which is 

master). 

5 But be not ye called Rabbi; for one is your master, which is Christ; and all ye are brethren. 

6 And call no one your creator upon the earth, or your heavenly Father; for one is your creator 

and heavenly Father, even he who is in heaven. 

7 Neither be ye called Master; for one is your master, even he whom your heavenly Father sent, 

which is Christ; for he hath sent him among you that ye might have life. 

8 But he that is greatest among you shall be your servant. 

9 And whosoever shall exalt himself shall be abased of him; and he that shall humble himself 

shall be exalted of him. 

10 ¶ But woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye shut up the kingdom of heaven 

against men: for ye neither go in yourselves, neither suffer ye them that are entering to go in. 

11 Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees! For ye are hypocrites! Ye devour widows’ houses, and 

for a pretense make long prayers; therefore, ye shall receive the greater punishment. 

12 Woe unto you, Scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For ye compass sea and land to make one 

proselyte; and when he is made, ye make him twofold more the child of hell than he was before, 

like unto yourselves. 

13 Woe unto you, blind guides, who say, Whosoever shall swear by the temple, it is nothing; but 

whosoever shall swear by the gold of the temple, he committeth sin and is a debtor. 

14 You are fools and blind; for which is the greater, the gold or the temple that sanctifieth the 

gold? 

15 And ye say, Whosoever sweareth by the altar, it is nothing; but whosoever sweareth by the 

gift that is upon it, he is guilty. 

16 O fools and blind! For which is the greater, the gift or the altar that sanctifieth the gift? 

17 Verily, I say unto you, Whoso, therefore, sweareth by it, sweareth by the altar and by all 

things thereon. 

18 And whoso shall swear by the temple, sweareth by it and by him who dwelleth therein. 

19 And he that shall swear by heaven, sweareth by the throne of God and by him who sitteth 

thereon. 

20 Woe unto you, Scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For ye pay tithe of mint and anise and 

cummin, and have omitted the weightier things of the law, judgment, mercy, and faith: these 

ought ye to have done, and not to leave the other undone. 

21 Ye blind guides, who strain at a gnat, and swallow a camel; who make yourselves appear unto 

men that ye would not commit the least sin, and yet ye yourselves, transgress the whole law. 

22 Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye make clean the outside of the cup and 

of the platter, but within they are full of extortion and excess. 



23 Ye blind Pharisees! Cleanse first the cup and platter within, that the outside of them may be 

clean also. 

24 Woe unto you, Scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For ye are like unto whited sepulchres, 

which indeed appear beautiful outwardly, but are within full of the bones of the dead and of all 

uncleanness. 

25 Even so ye also outwardly appear righteous unto men, but within ye are full of hypocrisy and 

iniquity. 

26 Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! because ye build the tombs of the prophets, 

and garnish the sepulchres of the righteous, 

27 And say, If we had been in the days of our fathers, we would not have been partakers with 

them in the blood of the prophets. 

28 Wherefore, ye are witnesses unto yourselves of your own wickedness, and ye are the children 

of them who killed the prophets; 

29 And will fill up the measure then of your fathers; for ye, yourselves, kill the prophets like 

unto your fathers. 

30 Ye serpents, and generation of vipers! How can ye escape the damnation of hell? 

31 ¶ Wherefore, behold, I send unto you prophets, and wise men, and scribes; and of them ye 

shall kill and crucify; and of them ye shall scourge in your synagogues, and persecute from city 

to city; 

32 That upon you may come all the righteous blood shed upon the earth, from the blood of 

righteous Abel unto the blood of Zacharias son of Barachias, whom ye slew between the temple 

and the altar. 

33 Verily I say unto you, All these things shall come upon this generation. 

34 Ye bear testimony against your fathers, when ye, yourselves, are partakers of the same 

wickedness. 

35 Behold your fathers did it through ignorance, but ye do not; wherefore, their sins shall be 

upon your heads. 

36 Then Jesus began to weep over Jerusalem, saying, 

37 O Jerusalem! Jerusalem! Ye who will kill the prophets, and will stone them who are sent unto 

you; how often would I have gathered your children together, even as a hen gathers her chickens 

under her wings, and ye would not. 

38 Behold, your house is left unto you desolate. 

 

Jeremiah 3 (cont.) 

4 Wilt thou not from this time cry unto me, My father, thou art the guide of my youth? 

5 Will he reserve his anger for ever? will he keep it to the end? Behold, thou hast spoken and 

done evil things as thou couldest. 

 

Helaman 13 



29 O ye wicked and ye perverse generation; ye hardened and ye stiffnecked people, how long 

will ye suppose that the Lord will suffer you? Yea, how long will ye suffer yourselves to be led 

by foolish and blind guides? Yea, how long will ye choose darkness rather than light? 

30 Yea, behold, the anger of the Lord is already kindled against you; behold, he hath cursed the 

land because of your iniquity. 

 

Helaman 9 

21 But Nephi said unto them: O ye fools, ye uncircumcised of heart, ye blind, and ye stiffnecked 

people, do ye know how long the Lord your God will suffer you that ye shall go on in this your 

way of sin? 

22 O ye ought to begin to howl and mourn, because of the great destruction which at this time 

doth await you, except ye shall repent. 

 

Alma 31 

26 And he lifted up his voice to heaven, and cried, saying: O, how long, O Lord, wilt thou suffer 

that thy servants shall dwell here below in the flesh, to behold such gross wickedness among the 

children of men? 

27 Behold, O God, they cry unto thee, and yet their hearts are swallowed up in their pride. 

Behold, O God, they cry unto thee with their mouths, while they are puffed up, even to greatness, 

with the vain things of the world. 

28 Behold, O my God, their costly apparel, and their ringlets, and their bracelets, and their 

ornaments of gold, and all their precious things which they are ornamented with; and behold, 

their hearts are set upon them, and yet they cry unto thee and say—We thank thee, O God, for we 

are a chosen people unto thee, while others shall perish. 

 

Jeremiah 3 (cont.) 

6 ¶ The LORD said also unto me in the days of Josiah the king, Hast thou seen that which 

backsliding Israel hath done? she is gone up upon every high mountain and under every green 

tree, and there hath played the harlot. 

7 And I said after she had done all these things, Turn thou unto me. But she returned not. And 

her treacherous sister Judah saw it. 

8 And I saw, when for all the causes whereby backsliding Israel committed adultery I had put her 

away, and given her a bill of divorce; yet her treacherous sister Judah feared not, but went and 

played the harlot also. 

9 And it came to pass through the lightness of her whoredom, that she defiled the land, and 

committed adultery with stones and with stocks. 

 

Footnote (a) committed  

Leviticus 17 



7 And they shall no more offer their sacrifices unto devils, after whom they have gone a 

whoring. This shall be a statute for ever unto them throughout their generations. 

 

Leviticus 20 

5 Then I will set my face against that man, and against his family, and will cut him off, and all 

that go a whoring after him, to commit whoredom with Molech, from among their people. 

 

Ezekiel 23 

37 That they have committed adultery, and blood is in their hands, and with their idols have they 

committed adultery, and have also caused their sons, whom they bare unto me, to pass for them 

through the fire, to devour them. 

 

Jeremiah 3 (cont.) 

10 And yet for all this her treacherous sister Judah hath not turned unto me with her whole heart, 

but feignedly, saith the LORD. 

 

footnote (a) feignedly  

Joseph Smith—History 1: 

19 I was answered that I must join none of them, for they were all wrong; and the Personage who 

addressed me said that all their creeds were an abomination in his sight; that those professors 

were all corrupt; that: “they draw near to me with their lips, but their hearts are far from me, they 

teach for doctrines the commandments of men, having a form of godliness, but they deny the 

power thereof.” 

 

feigned /fānd/ 

adjective 

1. Not real; pretended.  

        "a feigned modesty." 

2. Made-up; fictitious.  

3. Not real or genuine; pretended; counterfeit; insincere; false.  

 
2 Nephi 27 
1 But, behold, in the last days, or in the days of the Gentiles—yea, behold all the nations of the 

Gentiles and also the Jews, both those who shall come upon this land and those who shall be 

upon other lands, yea, even upon all the lands of the earth, behold, they will be drunken with 

iniquity and all manner of abominations— 

2 And when that day shall come they shall be visited of the Lord of Hosts, with thunder and with 

earthquake, and with a great noise, and with storm, and with tempest, and with the flame of 

devouring fire. 

https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/study/scriptures/ot/lev/20?lang=eng&id=p5#p5
https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/study/scriptures/ot/lev/20?lang=eng&id=p5#p5
https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/study/scriptures/ot/ezek/23?lang=eng&id=p37#p37
https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/study/scriptures/ot/ezek/23?lang=eng&id=p37#p37


3 And all the nations that fight against Zion, and that distress her, shall be as a dream of a night 

vision; yea, it shall be unto them, even as unto a hungry man which dreameth, and behold he 

eateth but he awaketh and his soul is empty; or like unto a thirsty man which dreameth, and 

behold he drinketh but he awaketh and behold he is faint, and his soul hath appetite; yea, even so 

shall the multitude of all the nations be that fight against Mount Zion. 

4 For behold, all ye that doeth iniquity, stay yourselves and wonder, for ye shall cry out, and cry; 

yea, ye shall be drunken but not with wine, ye shall stagger but not with strong drink. 

5 For behold, the Lord hath poured out upon you the spirit of deep sleep. For behold, ye have 

closed your eyes, and ye have rejected the prophets; and your rulers, and the seers hath he 

covered because of your iniquity. 

6 And it shall come to pass that the Lord God shall bring forth unto you the words of a book, and 

they shall be the words of them which have slumbered. 

7 And behold the book shall be sealed; and in the book shall be a revelation from God, from the 

beginning of the world to the ending thereof. 

8 Wherefore, because of the things which are sealed up, the things which are sealed shall not be 

delivered in the day of the wickedness and abominations of the people. Wherefore the book shall 

be kept from them. 

9 But the book shall be delivered unto a man, and he shall deliver the words of the book, which 

are the words of those who have slumbered in the dust… 

20 Then shall the Lord God say unto him: The learned shall not read them, for they have rejected 

them, and I am able to do mine own work; wherefore thou shalt read the words which I shall give 

unto thee. 

21 Touch not the things which are sealed, for I will bring them forth in mine own due time; for I 

will show unto the children of men that I am able to do mine own work. 

22 Wherefore, when thou hast read the words which I have commanded thee, and obtained the 

witnesses which I have promised unto thee, then shalt thou seal up the book again, and hide it up 

unto me, that I may preserve the words which thou hast not read, until I shall see fit in mine own 

wisdom to reveal all things unto the children of men. 

23 For behold, I am God; and I am a God of miracles; and I will show unto the world that I am 

the same yesterday, today, and forever; and I work not among the children of men save it be 

according to their faith. 

24 And again it shall come to pass that the Lord shall say unto him that shall read the words that 

shall be delivered him: 

25 Forasmuch as this people draw near unto me with their mouth, and with their lips do honor 

me, but have removed their hearts far from me, and their fear towards me is taught by the 

precepts of men— 

26 Therefore, I will proceed to do a marvelous work among this people, yea, a marvelous work 

and a wonder, for the wisdom of their wise and learned shall perish, and the understanding of 

their prudent shall be hid. 



27 And wo unto them that seek deep to hide their counsel from the Lord! And their works are in 

the dark; and they say: Who seeth us, and who knoweth us? And they also say: Surely, your 

turning of things upside down shall be esteemed as the potter’s clay. But behold, I will show 

unto them, saith the Lord of Hosts, that I know all their works. For shall the work say of him that 

made it, he made me not? Or shall the thing framed say of him that framed it, he had no 

understanding? 

28 But behold, saith the Lord of Hosts: I will show unto the children of men that it is yet a very 

little while and Lebanon shall be turned into a fruitful field; and the fruitful field shall be 

esteemed as a forest. 

 

Joseph Smith before translating Book of Mormon 

“they draw near to me with their lips, but their hearts are far from me, they teach for doctrines 

the commandments of men, having a form of godliness, but they deny the power thereof.” 

 

Joseph Smith before translating Sealed Portion 

“Forasmuch as this people draw near unto me with their mouth, and with their lips do honor me, 

but have removed their hearts far from me, and their fear towards me is taught by the precepts of 

men” 

 

Jeremiah 3 (cont.) 

11 And the LORD said unto me, The backsliding Israel hath justified herself more than 

treacherous Judah. 

 
 
(23-9) Jeremiah 3:1–11. “Played the Harlot” 
Jeremiah continued the marriage symbolism he began in Jeremiah 2:32(see Notes and 
Commentary on Hosea for other uses of this same symbolism). 
Jeremiah 3:1, 6, 9, 14, and 20 show that the children of Israel had broken their vows to the Lord 
and had “played the harlot” (v. 1) with other gods. Northern Israel (the ten tribes), Judah’s sister, 
had also committed adultery (idolatry) with false gods, and the Lord had given her a bill of 
divorcement and sent her out of the land (she was taken captive by the Assyrians). 
 
(Old Testament Student Manual 1 Kings–Malachi, Religion 302, Chapter 23: As Ye Sow, So 
Shall Ye Reap) 
 
Doctrine and Covenants 38 
39 And if ye seek the riches which it is the will of the Father to give unto you, ye shall be the 
richest of all people, for ye shall have the riches of eternity; and it must needs be that the riches 
of the earth are mine to give; but beware of pride, lest ye become as the Nephites of old. 
 
Jeremiah 3 (cont.) 

12 ¶ Go and proclaim these words toward the north, and say, Return, thou backsliding Israel, 

https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/study/scriptures/ot/jer/2.32?lang=eng#p32
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saith the LORD; and I will not cause mine anger to fall upon you: for I am merciful, saith the 

LORD, and I will not keep anger for ever. 

13 Only acknowledge thine iniquity, that thou hast transgressed against the LORD thy God, and 

hast scattered thy ways to the strangers under every green tree, and ye have not obeyed my voice, 

saith the LORD. 

 

Doctrine and Covenants 58 

43 By this ye may know if a man repenteth of his sins—behold, he will confess them and forsake 

them. 

 

2 Nephi 26 

20 And the Gentiles are lifted up in the pride of their eyes, and have stumbled, because of the 

greatness of their stumbling block, that they have built up many churches; nevertheless, they put 

down the power and miracles of God, and preach up unto themselves their own wisdom and their 

own learning, that they may get gain and grind upon the face of the poor. 

21 And there are many churches built up which cause envyings, and strifes, and malice. 

22 And there are also secret combinations, even as in times of old, according to the combinations 

of the devil, for he is the founder of all these things; yea, the founder of murder, and works of 

darkness; yea, and he leadeth them by the neck with a flaxen cord, until he bindeth them with his 

strong cords forever. 

23 For behold, my beloved brethren, I say unto you that the Lord God worketh not in darkness. 

24 He doeth not anything save it be for the benefit of the world; for he loveth the world, even 

that he layeth down his own life that he may draw all men unto him. Wherefore, he commandeth 

none that they shall not partake of his salvation. 

25 Behold, doth he cry unto any, saying: Depart from me? Behold, I say unto you, Nay; but he 

saith: Come unto me all ye ends of the earth, buy milk and honey, without money and without 

price. 

26 Behold, hath he commanded any that they should depart out of the synagogues, or out of the 

houses of worship? Behold, I say unto you, Nay. 

27 Hath he commanded any that they should not partake of his salvation? Behold I say unto you, 

Nay; but he hath given it free for all men; and he hath commanded his people that they should 

persuade all men to repentance. 

28 Behold, hath the Lord commanded any that they should not partake of his goodness? Behold I 

say unto you, Nay; but all men are privileged the one like unto the other, and none are forbidden. 

29 He commandeth that there shall be no priestcrafts; for, behold, priestcrafts are that men 

preach and set themselves up for a light unto the world, that they may get gain and praise of the 

world; but they seek not the welfare of Zion. 

30 Behold, the Lord hath forbidden this thing; wherefore, the Lord God hath given a 

commandment that all men should have charity, which charity is love. And except they should 



have charity they were nothing. Wherefore, if they should have charity they would not suffer the 

laborer in Zion to perish. 

31 But the laborer in Zion shall labor for Zion; for if they labor for money they shall perish. 

 

2 Nephi 10 

3 Wherefore, as I said unto you, it must needs be expedient that Christ—for in the last night the 

angel spake unto me that this should be his name—should come among the Jews, among those 

who are the more wicked part of the world; and they shall crucify him—for thus it behooveth our 

God, and there is none other nation on earth that would crucify their God. 

4 For should the mighty miracles be wrought among other nations they would repent, and know 

that he be their God. 

5 But because of priestcrafts and iniquities, they at Jerusalem will stiffen their necks against him, 

that he be crucified. 

6 Wherefore, because of their iniquities, destructions, famines, pestilences, and bloodshed shall 

come upon them; and they who shall not be destroyed shall be scattered among all nations. 

 

Jeremiah 3 (cont.) 

14 Turn, O backsliding children, saith the LORD; for I am married unto you: and I will take you 

one of a city, and two of a family, and I will bring you to Zion: 

15 And I will give you pastors [shepherds] according to mine heart, which shall feed you with 

knowledge and understanding. 

 

Doctrine and Covenants 45 

26 And in that day shall be heard of wars and rumors of wars, and the whole earth shall be in 

commotion, and men’s hearts shall fail them, and they shall say that Christ delayeth his coming 

until the end of the earth. 

 

Micah 5 

2 But thou, Beth-lehem Ephratah, though thou be little among the thousands of Judah, yet out of 

thee shall he come forth unto me that is to be ruler in Israel; whose goings forth have been from 

of old, from everlasting. 

3 Therefore will he give them up, until the time that she which travaileth hath brought forth: then 

the remnant of his brethren shall return unto the children of Israel. 

4 ¶ And he shall stand and feed in the strength of the LORD, in the majesty of the name of the 

LORD his God; and they shall abide: for now shall he be great unto the ends of the earth. 

5 And this man shall be the peace, when the Assyrian shall come into our land: and when he 

shall tread in our palaces, then shall we raise against him seven shepherds, and eight principal 

men. 

 



Luke 12 (JST) 

47 And he said unto them, Verily, I say unto you, Be ye, therefore, ready also; for the Son of 

Man cometh at an hour when ye think not. 

48 ¶ Then Peter said unto him, Lord, speakest thou this parable unto us, or unto all? 

49 And the Lord said, I speak unto those whom the Lord shall make rulers over his household, to 

give his children their portion of meat in due season. 

50 And they said, Who then is that faithful and wise servant? 

51 And the Lord said unto them, It is that servant who watcheth, to impart his portion of meat in 

due season. 

52 Blessed be that servant whom his Lord shall find, when he cometh, so doing. 

53 Of a truth I say unto you, that he will make him ruler over all that he hath. 

54 But the evil servant is he who is not found watching. And if that servant is not found 

watching, he will say in his heart, My Lord delayeth his coming; and shall begin to beat the 

menservants and the maidens, and to eat and drink, and to be drunken. 

55 The Lord of that servant will come in a day he looketh not for, and at an hour when he is not 

aware, and will cut him down, and will appoint him his portion with the unbelievers. 

56 And that servant who knew his Lord’s will and prepared not for his Lord’s coming, neither 

did according to his will, shall be beaten with many stripes. 

57 But he that knew not his Lord’s will, and did commit things worthy of stripes, shall be beaten 

with few. For unto whomsoever much is given, of him shall much be required; and to whom the 

Lord has committed much, of him will men ask the more. 

 

Matthew 24 

46 Then shall be fulfilled that which is written, that in the last days, 

47 Two shall be in the field; the one shall be taken and the other left. 

48 Two shall be grinding at the mill; the one taken and the other left. 

49 ¶ And what I say unto one, I say unto all men; Watch, therefore, for ye know not at what hour 

your Lord doth come. 

50 But know this, if the goodman of the house had known in what watch the thief would come, 

he would have watched and would not have suffered his house to have been broken up, but 

would have been ready. 

51 Therefore be ye also ready: for in such an hour as ye think not the Son of man cometh. 

52 Who then is a faithful and wise servant, whom his lord hath made ruler over his household, to 

give them meat in due season? 

53 Blessed is that servant, whom his lord when he cometh shall find so doing. 

54 And verily, I say unto you, He shall make him ruler over all his goods. 

55 But if that evil servant shall say in his heart, My Lord delayeth his coming; And shall begin to 

smite his fellowservants, and to eat and drink with the drunken; The Lord of that servant shall 

come in a day when he looketh not for him, and in an hour that he is not aware of, And shall cut 



him asunder, and shall appoint him his portion with the hypocrites: there shall be weeping and 

gnashing of teeth. 

56 And thus cometh the end of the wicked according to the prophecy of Moses, saying, They 

should be cut off from among the people. But the end of the earth is not yet, but by and by. 

 

Luke 17 (JST)  

33 Whosoever shall seek to save his life shall lose it; and whosoever shall lose his life shall 

preserve it.  

34 I tell you, in that night there shall be two in one bed; the one shall be taken, and the other shall 

be left. Two shall be grinding together; the one shall be taken, and the other left.  

35 Two shall be in the field; the one shall be taken, and the other left.  

36 And they answered and said unto him, Where, Lord, shall they be taken?  

37 And he said unto them, Wheresoever the body is gathered, or in other words, whithersoever 

the saints are gathered, thither will the eagles be gathered together, or thither will the remainder 

be gathered together.  

38 This he spake, signifying the gathering of his saints, and of angels descending and gathering 

the remainder unto them, the one from the bed, the other from the grinding, and the other from 

the field, whithersoever he listeth. 

 

3 Nephi 21 

9 For in that day, for my sake shall the Father work a work, which shall be a great and a 

marvelous work among them; and there shall be among them those who will not believe it, 

although a man shall declare it unto them. 

10 But behold, the life of my servant shall be in my hand; therefore they shall not hurt him, 

although he shall be marred because of them. Yet I will heal him, for I will show unto them that 

my wisdom is greater than the cunning of the devil. 

11 Therefore it shall come to pass that whosoever will not believe in my words, who am Jesus 

Christ, which the Father shall cause him to bring forth unto the Gentiles, and shall give unto him 

power that he shall bring them forth unto the Gentiles, (it shall be done even as Moses said) they 

shall be cut off from among my people who are of the covenant. 

12 And my people who are a remnant of Jacob shall be among the Gentiles, yea, in the midst of 

them as a lion among the beasts of the forest, as a young lion among the flocks of sheep, who, if 

he go through both treadeth down and teareth in pieces, and none can deliver. 

13 Their hand shall be lifted up upon their adversaries, and all their enemies shall be cut off. 

21 And I will execute vengeance and fury upon them, even as upon the heathen, such as they 

have not heard. 

22 But if they will repent and hearken unto my words, and harden not their hearts, I will establish 

my church among them, and they shall come in unto the covenant and be numbered among this 

the remnant of Jacob, unto whom I have given this land for their inheritance; 



23 And they shall assist my people, the remnant of Jacob, and also as many of the house of Israel 

as shall come, that they may build a city, which shall be called the New Jerusalem. 

24 And then shall they assist my people that they may be gathered in, who are scattered upon all 

the face of the land, in unto the New Jerusalem. 

25 And then shall the power of heaven come down among them; and I also will be in the midst. 

 

Moses 7 

61 And the day shall come that the earth shall rest, but before that day the heavens shall be 

darkened, and a veil of darkness shall cover the earth; and the heavens shall shake, and also the 

earth; and great tribulations shall be among the children of men, but my people will I preserve; 

62 And righteousness will I send down out of heaven; and truth will I send forth out of the earth, 

to bear testimony of mine Only Begotten; his resurrection from the dead; yea, and also the 

resurrection of all men; and righteousness and truth will I cause to sweep the earth as with a 

flood, to gather out mine elect from the four quarters of the earth, unto a place which I shall 

prepare, an Holy City, that my people may gird up their loins, and be looking forth for the time 

of my coming; for there shall be my tabernacle, and it shall be called Zion, a New Jerusalem. 

63 And the Lord said unto Enoch: Then shalt thou and all thy city meet them there, and we will 

receive them into our bosom, and they shall see us; and we will fall upon their necks, and they 

shall fall upon our necks, and we will kiss each other; 

64 And there shall be mine abode, and it shall be Zion, which shall come forth out of all the 

creations which I have made; and for the space of a thousand years the earth shall rest. 

65 And it came to pass that Enoch saw the day of the coming of the Son of Man, in the last days, 

to dwell on the earth in righteousness for the space of a thousand years; 

66 But before that day he saw great tribulations among the wicked; and he also saw the sea, that 

it was troubled, and men’s hearts failing them, looking forth with fear for the judgments of the 

Almighty God, which should come upon the wicked. 

 

Doctrine and Covenants 101 

43 And now, I will show unto you a parable, that you may know my will concerning the 

redemption of Zion. 

44 A certain nobleman had a spot of land, very choice; and he said unto his servants: Go ye unto 

my vineyard, even upon this very choice piece of land, and plant twelve olive trees; 

45 And set watchmen round about them, and build a tower, that one may overlook the land round 

about, to be a watchman upon the tower, that mine olive trees may not be broken down when the 

enemy shall come to spoil and take upon themselves the fruit of my vineyard. 

46 Now, the servants of the nobleman went and did as their lord commanded them, and planted 

the olive trees, and built a hedge round about, and set watchmen, and began to build a tower. 

47 And while they were yet laying the foundation thereof, they began to say among themselves: 

And what need hath my lord of this tower? 



48 And consulted for a long time, saying among themselves: What need hath my lord of this 

tower, seeing this is a time of peace? 

49 Might not this money be given to the exchangers? For there is no need of these things. 

50 And while they were at variance one with another they became very slothful, and they 

hearkened not unto the commandments of their lord. 

 

Doctrine and Covenants 105 

34 And let those commandments which I have given concerning Zion and her law be executed 

and fulfilled, after her redemption. 

35 There has been a day of calling, but the time has come for a day of choosing; and let those be 

chosen that are worthy. 

36 And it shall be manifest unto my servant, by the voice of the Spirit, those that are chosen; and 

they shall be sanctified; 

37 And inasmuch as they follow the counsel which they receive, they shall have power after 

many days to accomplish all things pertaining to Zion. 

 

Doctrine and Covenants 58 

23 Behold, the laws which ye have received from my hand are the laws of the church, and in this 

light ye shall hold them forth. Behold, here is wisdom. 

25  Wherefore, let them bring their families to this land, as they shall counsel between 

themselves and me. 

26 For behold, it is not meet that I should command in all things; for he that is compelled in all 

things, the same is a slothful and not a wise servant; wherefore he receiveth no reward.   

27 Verily I say, men should be anxiously engaged in a good cause, and do many things of their 

own free will, and bring to pass much righteousness;   

28 For the power is in them, wherein they are agents unto themselves. And inasmuch as men do 

good they shall in nowise lose their reward. 

29 But he that doeth not anything until he is commanded, and receiveth a commandment with 

doubtful heart, and keepeth it with slothfulness, the same is damned. 

30 Who am I that made man, saith the Lord, that will hold him guiltless that obeys not my 

commandments? 

31 Who am I, saith the Lord, that have promised and have not fulfilled? 

32 I command and men obey not; I revoke and they receive not the blessing. 

33 Then they say in their hearts: This is not the work of the Lord, for his promises are not 

fulfilled. But wo unto such, for their reward lurketh beneath, and not from above. 

 

Doctrine and Covenants 63 

47 He that is faithful and endureth shall overcome the world. 



48 He that sendeth up treasures unto the land of Zion shall receive an inheritance in this world, 

and his works shall follow him, and also a reward in the world to come. 

49 Yea, and blessed are the dead that die in the Lord, from henceforth, when the Lord shall 

come, and old things shall pass away, and all things become new, they shall rise from the dead 

and shall not die after, and shall receive an inheritance before the Lord, in the holy city. 

52 Wherefore, for this cause preached the apostles unto the world the resurrection of the dead. 

53 These things are the things that ye must look for; and, speaking after the manner of the Lord, 

they are now nigh at hand, and in a time to come, even in the day of the coming of the Son of 

Man. 

54   And until that hour there will be foolish virgins among the wise; and at that hour cometh an 

entire separation of the righteous and the wicked; and in that day will I send mine angels to pluck 

out the wicked and cast them into unquenchable fire. 

 

Doctrine and Covenants 45 

56 And at that day, when I shall come in my glory, shall the parable be fulfilled which I spake 

concerning the ten virgins. 

57 For they that are wise and have received the truth, and have taken the Holy Spirit for their 

guide, and have not been deceived—verily I say unto you, they shall not be hewn down and cast 

into the fire, but shall abide the day. 

58 And the earth shall be given unto them for an inheritance; and they shall multiply and wax 

strong, and their children shall grow up without sin unto salvation. 

59 For the Lord shall be in their midst, and his glory shall be upon them, and he will be their 

king and their lawgiver. 

 

Joseph Smith Jr. 

The Value of an Inheritance 

I feel thankful that there have no more denied the faith; I pray God in the name of Jesus that you 

all may be kept in the faith unto the end: let your sufferings be what they may, it is better in the 

eyes of God that you should die, than that you should give up the land of Zion, the inheritances 

which you have purchased with your moneys; for every man that giveth not up his inheritance, 

though he should die, yet, when the Lord shall come, he shall stand upon it, and with Job, in his 

flesh he shall see God. Therefore, this is my counsel, that you retain your lands, even unto the 

uttermost, and employ every lawful means to seek redress of your enemies; and pray to God, day 

and night, to return you in peace and in safety to the lands of your inheritance: and when the 

judge fail you, appeal unto the executive; and when the executive fail you, appeal unto the 

president; and when the president fail you, and all laws fail you, and the humanity of the people 

fail you, and all things else fail you but God alone, and you continue to weary Him with your 

importunings, as the poor woman did the unjust judge, He will not fail to execute judgment upon 

your enemies, and to avenge His own elect that cry unto Him day and night. 



 

Behold, He will not fail you! He will come with ten thousand of His Saints, and all His 

adversaries shall be destroyed with the breath of His lips! All those who keep their inheritances, 

notwithstanding they should be beaten and driven, shall be likened unto the wise virgins who 

took oil in their lamps. But all those who are unbelieving and fearful, will be likened unto the 

foolish virgins, who took no oil in their lamps: and when they shall return and say unto the 

Saints, Give us of your lands—behold, there will be no room found for them. As respects giving 

deeds, I would advise you to give deeds as far as the brethren have legal and just claims for 

them, and then let every man answer to God for the disposal of them. (TPJS 35-36), 

 

Luke 15 

11 ¶ And he said, A certain man had two sons: 

12 And the younger of them said to his father, Father, give me the portion of goods which falleth 

to me. And he divided unto them his living. 

13 And not many days after the younger son gathered all together, and took his journey into a far 

country, and there wasted his substance with riotous living. 

14 And when he had spent all, there arose a mighty famine in that land; and he began to be in 

want. 

15 And he went and joined himself to a citizen of that country; and he sent him into his fields to 

feed swine. 

16 And he would fain have filled his belly with the husks which the swine did eat; and no man 

gave unto him. 

17 And when he came to himself, he said, How many hired servants of my father’s have bread 

enough and to spare, and I perish with hunger! 

18 I will arise and go to my father, and will say unto him, Father, I have sinned against heaven, 

and before thee, 

19 And am no more worthy to be called thy son: make me as one of thy hired servants. 

 

President James E. Faust 

In the Doctrine and Covenants we are told: 

 

“The dead who repent will be redeemed, through obedience to the ordinances of the house of 

God, 

 

“And after they have paid the penalty of their transgressions, and are washed clean, shall receive 

a reward according to their works, for they are heirs of salvation.” 

 

We remember that the prodigal son wasted his inheritance, and when it was all gone he came 

back to his father’s house. There he was welcomed back into the family, but his inheritance was 



spent. Mercy will not rob justice, and the sealing power of faithful parents will only claim 

wayward children upon the condition of their repentance and Christ’s Atonement. Repentant 

wayward children will enjoy salvation and all the blessings that go with it, but exaltation is much 

more. It must be fully earned. (Dear Are the Sheep That Have Wandered, 2013) 

 

Men's Hearts Failing Them = Abandoning the Tower, 'Lord Delays Coming to Great and 

Dreadful Day', Abandoning of the Redemption of Zion and building of New Jerusalem  

 

My Servant = Joseph Smith Jr. the resurrected prophet head who will lead the Redemption of 

Zion and execute the "cut off from amongst His people" just as Moses said  

 

The Remnant/Chosen/etc. = those that proved worthy of selection by Joseph Smith Jr. based 

primarily upon their hearts not failing which is reflective in them being watchman, Israel, giving 

meat in due season, etc. 

 

Faithful Servants who Give Meat in Due Season = Those that preach the Redemption of Zion, 

The Tower, Jackson County, the New Jerusalem and the preparation required for it 

 

If you have any means, if you have any money, if you have any wealth, etc. and you don't act on 

your own moving towards the literal "Zion" → and you primarily don't act "because you aren't 

compelled by the keys" → you are a slothful servant who has lost his reward.  

 

If you sell your "independence" and/or ability to live independent of all creatures under heaven, 

if you make the choice to live so as to have the culture and fancies of the world at your fingertips 

and forgo the "land inheritance of independence" → you are taking your wealth and living 

riotously/deliciously with it in Babylon → you are the prodigal son who has lost his reward. 

 

Jeremiah 3 (cont.) 

16 And it shall come to pass, when ye be multiplied and increased in the land, in those days, 

saith the LORD, they shall say no more, The ark of the covenant of the LORD: neither shall it 

come to mind: neither shall they remember it; neither shall they visit it; neither shall that be done 

any more. 

 

Jeremiah 16 

14 ¶ Therefore, behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that it shall no more be said, The LORD 

liveth, that brought up the children of Israel out of the land of Egypt; 

15 But, The LORD liveth, that brought up the children of Israel from the land of the north, and 

from all the lands whither he had driven them: and I will bring them again into their land that I 

gave unto their fathers. 



 

President Russell M. Nelson  

“Our Savior and Redeemer, Jesus Christ, will perform some of His mightiest works between now 

and when He comes again. We will see miraculous indications that God the Father and His Son, 

Jesus Christ, preside over this Church in majesty and glory” (“Revelation for the Church, 

Revelation for Our Lives,” Ensign or Liahona, May 2018, 96). 

 

Elder Orson Pratt  

And the Lord will create upon every dwelling place of Mount Zion and upon her assemblies a 

cloud and smoke by day, and shining, flaming fire by night; and upon all the glory shall be a 

defense and there shall be a tabernacle for a shadow in the day time from the heat, and for a 

place of refuge and for a covert from storm and from rain. How often I have quoted this passage! 

I am not tired of quoting it yet. It is among the great events of the latter days; it is among those 

marvels and wonders that are just at hand. A Zion to be built up; a city of Zion having 

habitations, and upon these habitations a supernatural light by night, and a supernatural cloud by 

day. No such event has happened since this prophecy was uttered by the Prophet Isaiah, it 

remains to be fulfilled in the latter days. (JD 14, p.343) 

 

Jeremiah 3 (cont.) 

17 At that time they shall call Jerusalem the throne of the LORD; and all the nations shall be 

gathered unto it, to the name of the LORD, to Jerusalem: neither shall they walk any more after 

the imagination [stubbornness] of their evil heart. 
 
Footnote (a) Jerusalem  
Revelation 22 

3 And there shall be no more curse: but the throne of God and of the Lamb shall be in it; and his 

servants shall serve him: 

4 And they shall see his face; and his name shall be in their foreheads. 

 

Jeremiah 3 (cont.) 

18 In those days the house of Judah shall walk with the house of Israel, and they shall come 

together out of the land of the north to the land that I have given for an inheritance unto your 

fathers. 

 

Footnotes here take you to Jeremiah 16 and TG Israel, Ten Lost Tribes of. 

 
President Joseph Fielding Smith 
“When the lost tribes come…it will be a most wonderful sight and marvelous thing when they do 
come to Zion” (Doctrines of Salvation, volume 3, p.605) 

https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/study/scriptures/tg/israel-ten-lost-tribes-of?lang=eng


 
Doctrine and Covenants 110 
11 After this vision closed, the heavens were again opened unto us; and Moses appeared before 
us, and committed unto us the keys of the gathering of Israel from the four parts of the earth, and 
the leading of the ten tribes from the land of the north. 
 
Articles of Faith 
10 We believe in the literal gathering of Israel and in the restoration of the Ten Tribes; that Zion 
(the New Jerusalem) will be built upon the American continent; that Christ will reign personally 
upon the earth; and, that the earth will be renewed and receive its paradisiacal glory. 
 
D&C 110:11. Where Are the Ten Lost Tribes? 
President Joseph Fielding Smith wrote: “Whether these tribes are in the north or not, I am not 
prepared to say. As I said before, they are ‘lost’ and until the Lord wishes it, they will not be 
found. All that I know about it is what the Lord has revealed, and He declares that they will 
come from the North. He has also made it very clear and definite that these lost people are 
separate and apart from the scattered Israelites now being gathered out.” (Signs of the Times, p. 
186; see also Notes and Commentary on Doctrine and Covenants 133:26–34.) 
 
(D-7) The Lost Tribes to Come to Zion 
 
When the ten tribes return, they will bring their rich treasures to the children of Ephraim (see 
D&C 133:30). Part of this rich treasure will be the records, which they have kept all these 
centuries. In them will be found the account of their miraculous escape from Assyria, their 
journey into the land to the north, their history, their prophets, and the appearance to them of the 
Savior after His Resurrection (see 2 Nephi 29:12–13; 3 Nephi 16:1–3). 
 
In April conference of 1916, Elder James E. Talmage, a member of the Quorum of the Twelve, 
spoke of the lost tribes and their records: “There is a tendency among men to explain away what 
they don’t wish to understand in literal simplicity, and we, as Latter-day Saints are not entirely 
free from the taint of that tendency. … Some people say that prediction is to be explained in this 
way: A gathering is in progress, and has been in progress from the early days of this Church; and 
thus the ‘Lost Tribes’ are now being gathered; but that we are not to look for the return of any 
body of people now unknown as to their whereabouts. True, the gathering is in progress, this is a 
gathering dispensation; but the prophecy stands that the tribes shall be brought forth from their 
hiding place … [and their] scriptures shall become one with the scriptures of the Jews, the holy 
Bible, and with the scriptures of the Nephites, the Book of Mormon, and with the scriptures of 
the Latter-day Saints as embodied in the volumes of modern revelation.” (In Conference Report, 
Apr. 1916, p. 130.) 
 
Then in October conference Elder Talmage spoke again of the lost tribes and made this 
remarkable prediction: “The ten tribes shall come; they are not lost unto the Lord; they shall be 
brought forth as hath been predicted; and I say unto you there are those now living—aye, some 
here present—who shall live to read the records of the Lost Tribes of Israel, which shall be made 
one with the record of the Jews, or the Holy Bible, and the record of the Nephites, or the Book of 
Mormon, even as the Lord hath predicted” (in Conference Report, Oct. 1916, p. 76; emphasis 
added). 
 



The ten tribes will remain in the land of Zion among the tribe of Ephraim for some time. Elder 
Orson Pratt explained: “How long will they who come from the north countries tarry in the 
heights of Zion? Sometime. They have got to raise wheat, cultivate the grape, wine and oil, raise 
flocks and herds, and their souls will have to become as a watered garden. They will dwell in 
Zion a good while, and during that time, there will be twelve thousand chosen out of each of 
these ten tribes, besides twelve thousand that will be chosen from Judah, Joseph, and the 
remaining tribes, one hundred and forty-four thousand in all [see Revelation 7:4–8; D&C 77:11]. 
Chosen for what? To be sealed in their foreheads. For what purpose? So that the power of death 
and pestilence and plague that will go forth in those days sweeping over the nations of the earth 
will have no power over them. These parties who are sealed in their foreheads will go forth 
among all people, nations and tongues, and gather up and hunt out the house of Israel, wherever 
they are scattered, and bring as many as they possibly can into the Church of the first-born, 
preparatory to the great day of the coming of the Lord. One hundred and forty-four thousand 
missionaries! Quite a host. All this has got to take place.” (In Journal of Discourses, 18:25.) 
 
The ten tribes, however, are to eventually receive their land inheritance with Judah and not with 
Ephraim (see Ether 13:11), and there will come a time after they have received their priesthood 
blessings when they will go to Jerusalem. In that day will be fulfilled the statement of Jeremiah: 
“In those days the house of Judah shall walk with the house of Israel, and they shall come 
together out of the land of the north to the land that I have given for an inheritance unto your 
fathers” (Jeremiah 3:18). 
 
Elder Orson Pratt stated further: “By and by, when all things are prepared—when the Jews have 
received their scourging, and Jesus has descended upon the Mount of Olives, the ten tribes will 
leave Zion, and will go to Palestine, to inherit the land that was given to their ancient fathers, and 
it will be divided amongst the descendants of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob by the inspiration of the 
Holy Ghost. They will go there to dwell in peace in their own land from that time, until the earth 
shall pass away. But Zion, after their departure, will still remain upon the western hemisphere, 
and she will be crowned with glory as well as old Jerusalem, and, as the Psalmist David says, she 
will become the joy of the whole earth. ‘Beautiful for situation is Mount Zion on the sides of the 
north, the city of the great King.’” (In Journal of Discourses, 18:68.) 
 
- Old Testament Student Manual (Enrichment; The Assyrian Conquest and the Lost Tribes) 
 
Jeremiah 3 (cont.) 
19 But I said, How shall I put thee among the children, and give thee a pleasant land, a goodly 
heritage of the hosts of nations? and I said, Thou shalt call me, My father; and shalt not turn 
away from me. 
 
(23-10) Jeremiah 3:12–19. A Latter-day Prophecy and Promise 
In the midst of condemning Judah for their apostasy, Jeremiah turned to the future when Israel 
will again become a faithful wife and be reclaimed. The Lord reminded Israel that He is merciful 
and that all they need do to be reclaimed is to turn back to Him. The Lord’s promises include the 
following: 

• Missionary work and gathering to Zion (see v. 14). 

• Knowledge and understanding taught by faithful pastors (shepherds) (see v. 15). 

• The fulfillment of the old covenant and the establishment of a new covenant (see v. 16). 
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• The restoration of Jerusalem to righteousness (see v. 17). 

• The gathering of Israel, including the return of the lost tribes from the north and the 
reuniting of the children of Judah in the lands of their inheritance (see vv. 18–19; see 
also Isaiah 11:16; 35:8–10; 51:9–11; D&C 133:26–35). 
 

(Old Testament Student Manual 1 Kings–Malachi, Religion 302, Chapter 23: As Ye Sow, So 
Shall Ye Reap) 
 
 
Jeremiah 3 (cont.) 

20 ¶ Surely as a wife treacherously departeth from her husband, so have ye dealt treacherously 

with me, O house of Israel, saith the LORD. 

21 A voice was heard upon the high places, weeping and supplications of the children of Israel: 

for they have perverted their way, and they have forgotten the LORD their God. 

 

2 Nephi 28 

3 For it shall come to pass in that day that the churches which are built up, and not unto the Lord, 

when the one shall say unto the other: Behold, I, I am the Lord’s; and the others shall say: I, I am 

the Lord’s; and thus shall every one say that hath built up churches, and not unto the Lord— 

4 And they shall contend one with another; and their priests shall contend one with another, and 

they shall teach with their learning, and deny the Holy Ghost, which giveth utterance. 

5 And they deny the power of God, the Holy One of Israel; and they say unto the people: 

Hearken unto us, and hear ye our precept; for behold there is no God today, for the Lord and the 

Redeemer hath done his work, and he hath given his power unto men; 

6 Behold, hearken ye unto my precept; if they shall say there is a miracle wrought by the hand of 

the Lord, believe it not; for this day he is not a God of miracles; he hath done his work. 

7 Yea, and there shall be many which shall say: Eat, drink, and be merry, for tomorrow we die; 

and it shall be well with us. 

8 And there shall also be many which shall say: Eat, drink, and be merry; nevertheless, fear 

God—he will justify in committing a little sin; yea, lie a little, take the advantage of one because 

of his words, dig a pit for thy neighbor; there is no harm in this; and do all these things, for 

tomorrow we die; and if it so be that we are guilty, God will beat us with a few stripes, and at last 

we shall be saved in the kingdom of God. 

9 Yea, and there shall be many which shall teach after this manner, false and vain and foolish 

doctrines, and shall be puffed up in their hearts, and shall seek deep to hide their counsels from 

the Lord; and their works shall be in the dark. 

10 And the blood of the saints shall cry from the ground against them. 

11 Yea, they have all gone out of the way; they have become corrupted. 

12 Because of pride, and because of false teachers, and false doctrine, their churches have 

become corrupted, and their churches are lifted up; because of pride they are puffed up. 
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13 They rob the poor because of their fine sanctuaries; they rob the poor because of their fine 

clothing; and they persecute the meek and the poor in heart, because in their pride they are 

puffed up. 

14 They wear stiff necks and high heads; yea, and because of pride, and wickedness, and 

abominations, and whoredoms, they have all gone astray save it be a few, who are the humble 

followers of Christ; nevertheless, they are led, that in many instances they do err because they 

are taught by the precepts of men. 

15 O the wise, and the learned, and the rich, that are puffed up in the pride of their hearts, and all 

those who preach false doctrines, and all those who commit whoredoms, and pervert the right 

way of the Lord, wo, wo, wo be unto them, saith the Lord God Almighty, for they shall be thrust 

down to hell! 

24 Therefore, wo be unto him that is at ease in Zion! 

25 Wo be unto him that crieth: All is well! 

26 Yea, wo be unto him that hearkeneth unto the precepts of men, and denieth the power of God, 

and the gift of the Holy Ghost! 

27 Yea, wo be unto him that saith: We have received, and we need no more! 

28 And in fine, wo unto all those who tremble, and are angry because of the truth of God! For 

behold, he that is built upon the rock receiveth it with gladness; and he that is built upon a sandy 

foundation trembleth lest he shall fall. 

29 Wo be unto him that shall say: We have received the word of God, and we need no more of 

the word of God, for we have enough! 

30 For behold, thus saith the Lord God: I will give unto the children of men line upon line, 

precept upon precept, here a little and there a little; and blessed are those who hearken unto my 

precepts, and lend an ear unto my counsel, for they shall learn wisdom; for unto him that 

receiveth I will give more; and from them that shall say, We have enough, from them shall be 

taken away even that which they have. 

31 Cursed is he that putteth his trust in man, or maketh flesh his arm, or shall hearken unto the 

precepts of men, save their precepts shall be given by the power of the Holy Ghost. 

32 Wo be unto the Gentiles, saith the Lord God of Hosts! For notwithstanding I shall lengthen 

out mine arm unto them from day to day, they will deny me; nevertheless, I will be merciful unto 

them, saith the Lord God, if they will repent and come unto me; for mine arm is lengthened out 

all the day long, saith the Lord God of Hosts. 

 

Jeremiah 3 (cont.) 

22 Return, ye backsliding children, and I will heal your backslidings. Behold, we come unto 

thee; for thou art the LORD our God. 

 

Footnote (a) heal 

3 Nephi 9: 13 



1 And it came to pass that there was a voice heard among all the inhabitants of the earth, upon all 

the face of this land, crying: 

2 Wo, wo, wo unto this people; wo unto the inhabitants of the whole earth except they shall 

repent; for the devil laugheth, and his angels rejoice, because of the slain of the fair sons and 

daughters of my people; and it is because of their iniquity and abominations that they are fallen! 

3 Behold, that great city Zarahemla have I burned with fire, and the inhabitants thereof. 

4 And behold, that great city Moroni have I caused to be sunk in the depths of the sea, and the 

inhabitants thereof to be drowned. 

5 And behold, that great city Moronihah have I covered with earth, and the inhabitants thereof, to 

hide their iniquities and their abominations from before my face, that the blood of the prophets 

and the saints shall not come any more unto me against them. 

6 And behold, the city of Gilgal have I caused to be sunk, and the inhabitants thereof to be buried 

up in the depths of the earth; 

7 Yea, and the city of Onihah and the inhabitants thereof, and the city of Mocum and the 

inhabitants thereof, and the city of Jerusalem and the inhabitants thereof; and waters have I 

caused to come up in the stead thereof, to hide their wickedness and abominations from before 

my face, that the blood of the prophets and the saints shall not come up any more unto me 

against them. 

8 And behold, the city of Gadiandi, and the city of Gadiomnah, and the city of Jacob, and the 

city of Gimgimno, all these have I caused to be sunk, and made hills and valleys in the places 

thereof; and the inhabitants thereof have I buried up in the depths of the earth, to hide their 

wickedness and abominations from before my face, that the blood of the prophets and the saints 

should not come up any more unto me against them. 

9 And behold, that great city Jacobugath, which was inhabited by the people of king Jacob, have 

I caused to be burned with fire because of their sins and their wickedness, which was above all 

the wickedness of the whole earth, because of their secret murders and combinations; for it was 

they that did destroy the peace of my people and the government of the land; therefore I did 

cause them to be burned, to destroy them from before my face, that the blood of the prophets and 

the saints should not come up unto me any more against them. 

10 And behold, the city of Laman, and the city of Josh, and the city of Gad, and the city of 

Kishkumen, have I caused to be burned with fire, and the inhabitants thereof, because of their 

wickedness in casting out the prophets, and stoning those whom I did send to declare unto them 

concerning their wickedness and their abominations. 

11 And because they did cast them all out, that there were none righteous among them, I did send 

down fire and destroy them, that their wickedness and abominations might be hid from before 

my face, that the blood of the prophets and the saints whom I sent among them might not cry 

unto me from the ground against them. 

12 And many great destructions have I caused to come upon this land, and upon this people, 

because of their wickedness and their abominations. 



13 O all ye that are spared because ye were more righteous than they, will ye not now return unto 

me, and repent of your sins, and be converted, that I may heal you? 

 

The “headquarters of the Church of Christ” for almost all of The Book of Mormon was in 

Zarahemla: 

  

Mosiah 1  

1 ...the people who were in the land of Zarahemla that thereby they might gather themselves 

together, to go up to the temple  

 

Mosiah 2  

1 And it came to pass that after Mosiah had done as his father had commanded him, and had 

made a proclamation throughout all the land, that the people gathered themselves together 

throughout all the land, that they might go up to the temple to hear the words which king 

Benjamin should speak unto them. 

 

Mosiah 25   

17 And it came to pass that after Alma had taught the people many things, and had made an end 

of speaking to them, that king Limhi was desirous that he might be baptized; and all his people 

were desirous that they might be baptized also.  

18 Therefore, Alma did go forth into the water and did baptize them; yea, he did baptize them 

after the manner he did his brethren in the waters of Mormon; yea, and as many as he did baptize 

did belong to the church of God; and this because of their belief on the words of Alma.  

19 And it came to pass that king Mosiah granted unto Alma that he might establish churches 

throughout all the land of Zarahemla; and gave him power to ordain priests and teachers over 

every church.  

20 Now this was done because there were so many people that they could not all be governed by 

one teacher; neither could they all hear the word of God in one assembly;  

21 Therefore they did assemble themselves together in different bodies, being called churches; 

every church having their priests and their teachers, and every priest preaching the word 

according as it was delivered to him by the mouth of Alma. 

22 And thus, notwithstanding there being many churches they were all one church, yea, even the 

church of God; for there was nothing preached in all the churches except it were repentance and 

faith in God.  

23 And now there were seven churches in the land of Zarahemla. And it came to pass that 

whosoever were desirous to take upon them the name of Christ, or of God, they did join the 

churches of God;  

24 And they were called the people of God. And the Lord did pour out his Spirit upon them, and 

they were blessed, and prospered in the land.  



 

This is a great explanation of “churches” vs “church” and how it is used scripturally, for those 

still confused on that.  

 

The question we should be asking here is “why did the Lord go to the 2,500 in Bountiful (3 

Nephi 17: 25), “those that were spared because they were more righteous”, and not the church 

headquarters and the temple(s) in Zarahemla?” (i.e. “church vs churches”) 

 

We just read the answer above… did you miss it? 

 

“Behold, that great city Zarahemla have I burned with fire, and the inhabitants thereof.” 

 

Prophecy like eternity is cyclical in nature. It repeats. One such cycle ends in:  

 

Abomination(s) of Desolation: The "abomination of desolation" is a biblical phrase originating 

from the Book of Daniel, referring to a desecration of the Jewish temple, particularly associated 

with pagan idolatrous sacrifices and priestcraft. It is also mentioned in the New Testament, 

where it signifies a prophetic event linked to the destruction of the temple in Jerusalem in 70 AD 

and is often interpreted as a sign of impending judgment. 

 

The fourth-century Church Fathers Eusebius of Caesarea and Epiphanius of Salamis cite a 

tradition that before the destruction of Jerusalem in AD 70 the early Christians had been warned 

to flee to Pella in the region of the Decapolis across the Jordan River. 

 

Speaking of the last days, of the days following the Restoration of the gospel and its declaration 

“for a witness unto all nations,” our Lord said: “And again shall the abomination of desolation, 

spoken of by Daniel the prophet, be fulfilled” (JS—M 1:31–32). 

 

We went over it above (Doctrine and Covenants 112, Matthew 21, Doctrine and Covenants 124, 

etc.) polluting the House of the Lord, turning it into a den of thieves (priestcraft), etc. “by your 

own works, bring cursings, wrath, indignation, and judgments upon your own heads.” 

 

Doctrine and Covenants 45  

30 And in that generation shall the times of the Gentiles be fulfilled.  

31 And there shall be men standing in that generation, that shall not pass until they shall see an 

overflowing scourge; for a desolating sickness shall cover the land.  

 

Luke 17 (JST)  



33 Whosoever shall seek to save his life shall lose it; and whosoever shall lose his life shall 

preserve it.  

34 I tell you, in that night there shall be two in one bed; the one shall be taken, and the other shall 

be left. Two shall be grinding together; the one shall be taken, and the other left.  

35 Two shall be in the field; the one shall be taken, and the other left.  

36 And they answered and said unto him, Where, Lord, shall they be taken?  

37 And he said unto them, Wheresoever the body is gathered, or in other words, whithersoever 

the saints are gathered, thither will the eagles be gathered together, or thither will the remainder 

be gathered together.  

38 This he spake, signifying the gathering of his saints, and of angels descending and gathering 

the remainder unto them, the one from the bed, the other from the grinding, and the other from 

the field, whithersoever he listeth. 

 

Jeremiah 3 (fin) 

23 Truly in vain is salvation hoped for from the hills, and from the multitude of mountains: truly 

in the LORD our God is the salvation of Israel. 

24 For shame hath devoured the labour of our fathers from our youth; their flocks and their 

herds, their sons and their daughters. 

25 We lie down in our shame, and our confusion covereth us: for we have sinned against the 

LORD our God, we and our fathers, from our youth even unto this day, and have not obeyed the 

voice of the LORD our God. 

 
3 Nephi 8 
23 And it came to pass that it did last for the space of three days that there was no light seen; and 
there was great mourning and howling and weeping among all the people continually; yea, great 
were the groanings of the people, because of the darkness and the great destruction which had 
come upon them. 
24 And in one place they were heard to cry, saying: O that we had repented before this great and 
terrible day, and then would our brethren have been spared, and they would not have been 
burned in that great city Zarahemla. 
25 And in another place they were heard to cry and mourn, saying: O that we had repented 
before this great and terrible day, and had not killed and stoned the prophets, and cast them out; 
then would our mothers and our fair daughters, and our children have been spared, and not have 
been buried up in that great city Moronihah. And thus were the howlings of the people great and 
terrible. 
 
Joseph Smith  
Take away the Book of Mormon and the revelations, and where is our religion? We have none; 
for without Zion, and a place of deliverance, we must fall; because the time is near when the sun 
will be darkened, and the moon turn to blood, and the stars fall from the heaven, and the earth 
reel to and fro. Then, if this is the case, and if we are not sanctified and gathered to the place God 
has appointed, with all our former professions and our great love for the Bible, we must fall; we 
cannot stand; we cannot be saved; for God will gather out his Saints from the Gentiles, and then 



comes desolation and destruction, and none can escape except the pure in heart who are 
gathered.—DHC 2:52. 
 
After reading Isaiah Chapter 60 and Psalms 102 (which I’d suggest reading) Parley P. Pratt 
wrote the following: 
 
“In this chapter we learn, First, that there is a city to be built in the last days, unto which, not 
only Israel, but all the nations of the Gentiles, are to flow; and the nation and kingdom that will 
not serve the city shall perish and be utterly wasted. Second, we learn that the name of that city is 
Zion, the city of the Lord. Third, we learn that it is called the place of His sanctuary, and the 
place of His feet. Fourth, that the best of timber, consisting of fir, pine, and boxwood, is to be 
brought in great plenty, to beautify the place of His sanctuary, and make the place of His feet 
glorious. Fifth, the precious metals are to abound in such plenty, that gold is to be in the room of 
brass, silver in the room of iron, brass in the room of wood, and iron in the room of stones. Their 
officers are to be peace officers, and their exactors righteous exactors; violence is no more to be 
heard in the land; wasting nor destruction within their borders. Their walls are to be Salvation, 
and their gates Praise: while the glory of God, in the midst of the city, outshines the sun. The 
days of their mourning are ended; their people are all righteous, and are to inherit the land 
forever, being the branch of the Lord's planting, that He may be glorified. A little one shall 
become a strong nation, and the Lord will hasten it in His time. 
 
The Psalmist David has told us, concerning the time of the building of this city, in his one 
hundred and second Psalm, from the thirteenth to the twenty-second verse: "Thou shalt arise and 
have mercy upon Zion ; for the time to favor her, yea, the set time, is come. For Thy servants 
take pleasure in her stones, and favor the dust thereof. So the heathen shall fear the name of the 
Lord, and all the kings of the earth Thy glory. When the Lord shall build up Zion, He shall 
appear in His glory. He will regard the prayer of the destitute, and not despise their prayer. This 
shall be written for the generation to come : and the people which shall be created shall praise the 
Lord. For He hath looked down from the height of His sanctuary ; from Heaven did the Lord 
behold the earth; to hear the groaning of the prisoner; to loose those that are appointed to death; 
to declare the name of the Lord in Zion, and His praise in Jerusalem; when the people are 
gathered together, and the kingdoms, to serve the Lord."  
 
From this scripture we learn First, that there is a set time to build up Zion, or the city of which 
Isaiah speaks, namely, just before the second coming of Christ ; and that when this city is built, 
the Lord will appear in His glory, and not before. So from this we affirm, that if such a city is 
never built, then the Lord will never come. Second, we learn that the people and kingdoms are to 
be gathered together, to serve the Lord, both in Zion and Jerusalem ; and third, that this Psalm 
was written expressly for the generation to come, and the people which shall be created shall 
praise the Lord, -when they read it and see it fulfilled.” (A Voice of Warning, p.79) 
 
Truly in vain is salvation hoped for from the bounds of the Everlasting Hills, and from the 
multitude of Rocky Mountains… Oh that we had repented! Oh, that we had remembered our first 
love- the tower, Zion the New Jerusalem in Jackson County! We lie down in shame and 
desolation because of our sins and because we did not listen to our LORD and our God! And 
truly, only in the LORD our God is the salvation of Israel- and if such a city is never built, the 
Lord will never come. Amen.  


