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CHAPTER 5 

Judgments will be poured out upon the people of Judah because of their sins—Their iniquities 

cause blessings to be withheld from them. 

 

Doctrine and Covenants 58 
25 Wherefore, let them bring their families to this land, as they shall counsel between themselves 

and me. 

26 For behold, it is not meet that I should command in all things; for he that is compelled in all 

things, the same is a slothful and not a wise servant; wherefore he receiveth no reward. 

27 Verily I say, men should be anxiously engaged in a good cause, and do many things of their 

own free will, and bring to pass much righteousness; 

28 For the power is in them, wherein they are agents unto themselves. And inasmuch as men do 

good they shall in nowise lose their reward. 

29 But he that doeth not anything until he is commanded, and receiveth a commandment with 

doubtful heart, and keepeth it with slothfulness, the same is damned. 

30 Who am I that made man, saith the Lord, that will hold him guiltless that obeys not my 

commandments? 

31 Who am I, saith the Lord, that have promised and have not fulfilled? 

32 I command and men obey not; I revoke and they receive not the blessing. 

33 Then they say in their hearts: This is not the work of the Lord, for his promises are not 

fulfilled. But wo unto such, for their reward lurketh beneath, and not from above. 
 

Jeremiah 5 
1 Run ye to and fro through the streets of Jerusalem, and see now, and know, and seek in the 

broad places thereof, if ye can find a man, if there be any that executeth judgment [OR does 

justly.], that seeketh the truth; and I will pardon it. 
 

Executing judgment and seeking truth: involves making fair and righteous decisions based on 

God's standards, emphasizing honesty and integrity in interactions with others. It reflects God's 

character, attributes and nature, He being a God of truth who expects His people to uphold 

justice and peace- in other words, “to be/become like Him”. He could ask, “is there a man like 

me?” 
 



Footnotes (a) executeth judgment  
Genesis 18: 

26 And the Lord said, If I find in Sodom fifty righteous within the city, then I will spare all the 

place for their sakes. 

 

Ezekiel 22 

30 And I sought for a man among them, that should make up the hedge, and stand in the gap 

before me for the land, that I should not destroy it: but I found none. 

 

(23-13) Jeremiah 5:1–31. National Corruption 

Jerusalem had reached the point of no return. In an offer similar to the one He made to Abraham 

for the deliverance of Sodom and Gomorrah (see Genesis 18:23–33), the Lord promised to spare 

Judah if anyone could be found who lived justly or sought the truth (see Jeremiah 5:1)... 

(Old Testament Student Manual 1 Kings–Malachi, Religion 302, Chapter 23: As Ye Sow, So 
Shall Ye Reap) 
 
Alma 10 
22 Yea, and I say unto you that if it were not for the prayers of the righteous, who are now in the 
land, that ye would even now be visited with utter destruction; yet it would not be by flood, as 
were the people in the days of Noah, but it would be by famine, and by pestilence, and the 
sword. 
23 But it is by the prayers of the righteous that ye are spared; now therefore, if ye will cast out 
the righteous from among you then will not the Lord stay his hand; but in his fierce anger he will 
come out against you; then ye shall be smitten by famine, and by pestilence, and by the sword; 
and the time is soon at hand except ye repent. 
 
Isaiah 1 
2 Hear, O heavens, and give ear, O earth: for the LORD hath spoken, I have nourished and 
brought up children, and they have rebelled against me. 
3 The ox knoweth his owner, and the ass his master’s crib: but Israel doth not know, my people 
doth not consider. 
4 Ah sinful nation, a people laden with iniquity, a seed of evildoers, children that are corrupters: 
they have forsaken the LORD, they have provoked the Holy One of Israel unto anger, they are 
gone away backward. 
5 ¶ Why should ye be stricken any more? ye will revolt more and more: the whole head is sick, 
and the whole heart faint. 
6 From the sole of the foot even unto the head there is no soundness in it; but wounds, and 
bruises, and putrifying sores: they have not been closed, neither bound up, neither mollified with 
ointment. 
7 Your country is desolate, your cities are burned with fire: your land, strangers devour it in your 
presence, and it is desolate, as overthrown by strangers. 
8 And the daughter of Zion is left as a cottage in a vineyard, as a lodge in a garden of cucumbers, 
as a besieged city. 
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9 Except the LORD of hosts had left unto us a very small remnant, we should have been as 
Sodom, and we should have been like unto Gomorrah. 
10 ¶ Hear the word of the LORD, ye rulers of Sodom; give ear unto the law of our God, ye 
people of Gomorrah. 
11 To what purpose is the multitude of your sacrifices unto me? saith the LORD: I am full of the 
burnt offerings of rams, and the fat of fed beasts; and I delight not in the blood of bullocks, or of 
lambs, or of he goats. 
12 When ye come to appear before me, who hath required this at your hand, to tread my courts? 
13 Bring no more vain oblations; incense is an abomination unto me; the new moons and 
sabbaths, the calling of assemblies, I cannot away with; it is iniquity, even the solemn meeting. 
14 Your new moons and your appointed feasts my soul hateth: they are a trouble unto me; I am 
weary to bear them. 
15 And when ye spread forth your hands, I will hide mine eyes from you: yea, when ye make 
many prayers, I will not hear: your hands are full of blood. 
16 ¶ Wash you, make you clean; put away the evil of your doings from before mine eyes; cease 
to do evil; 
17 Learn to do well; seek judgment, relieve the oppressed, judge the fatherless, plead for the 
widow. 
18 Come now, and let us reason together, saith the LORD: though your sins be as scarlet, they 
shall be as white as snow; though they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool. 
19 If ye be willing and obedient, ye shall eat the good of the land: 
20 But if ye refuse and rebel, ye shall be devoured with the sword: for the mouth of the LORD 
hath spoken it. 
21 ¶ How is the faithful city become an harlot! it was full of judgment; righteousness lodged in 
it; but now murderers. 
22 Thy silver is become dross, thy wine mixed with water: 
23 Thy princes are rebellious, and companions of thieves: every one loveth gifts, and followeth 
after rewards: they judge not the fatherless, neither doth the cause of the widow come unto them. 
 
(13-7) Isaiah 1:10–15. The Hypocrisy of Insincere Worship 

These verses do not mean that the Lord rejected the law of Moses, particularly the performances 

and ordinances of the law. The condemnation here is of the hypocritical fulfillment of the Mosaic 

offerings and feasts. Israel misused these religious activities because they fulfilled only the 

outward requirements and did not worship with full purpose of heart, turning their worship 

toward the Savior. (See Joseph Smith, Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith, pp. 58–59; 

Young, Book of Isaiah, 1:61–62). To refer to the people of Israel as Sodom and Gomorrah (v. 

10) vividly depicts how deeply the people had sunk into sin and depravity. 

(Old Testament Student Manual 1 Kings–Malachi, Religion 302, The Establishment of Zion 
(Isaiah 1–12)) 
 

Malachi 3/3 Nephi 24 
5 And I will come near to you to judgment; and I will be a swift witness against the sorcerers, 

and against the adulterers, and against false swearers, and against those that oppress the hireling 



in his wages, the widow and the fatherless, and that turn aside the stranger, and fear not me, saith 

the Lord of Hosts. 
 

Psalms 146 
2 While I live will I praise the LORD: I will sing praises unto my God while I have any being. 

3 Put not your trust in princes, nor in the son of man, in whom there is no help. 
5 Happy is he that hath the God of Jacob for his help, whose hope is in the LORD his God:  
7 Which executeth judgment for the oppressed: which giveth food to the hungry. 

 

Joseph Smith Jr. 

"I love that man better who swears a stream as long as my arm... yet deals justice to his 

neighbors and mercifully deals his substance to the poor, than the smooth-faced hypocrite.” 

(Joseph Smith, Documentary History of the Church, 5:401) 
 

When things that are of the greatest importance are passed over by the weak-minded men 

without even a thought, I want to see truth in all its bearings and hug it to my bosom. I believe all 

that God ever revealed, and I never hear of a man being damned for believing too much; but they 

are damned for unbelief. (TPJS p. 374) 
 

And when the president fail you, and all laws fail you, and the humanity of the people fail you, 

and all things else fail you but God alone, and you continue to weary Him with your 

importunings, as the poor woman did the unjust judge, He will not fail to execute judgment upon 

your enemies, and to avenge His own elect that cry unto Him day and night.(TPJS p. 36) 
 

Isaiah 3/2 Nephi 13 
13 The Lord standeth up to plead, and standeth to judge the people. 

14 The Lord will enter into judgment with the ancients of his people and the princes thereof; for 

ye have eaten up the vineyard and the spoil of the poor in your houses. 

15 What mean ye? Ye beat my people to pieces, and grind the faces of the poor, saith the Lord 

God of Hosts. 

 

Ezekial 45 
8 In the land shall be his possession in Israel: and my princes shall no more oppress my people; 

and the rest of the land shall they give to the house of Israel according to their tribes. 

9 ¶ Thus saith the Lord GOD; Let it suffice you, O princes of Israel: remove violence and spoil, 

and execute judgment and justice, take away your exactions from my people, saith the Lord 

GOD. 



10 Ye shall have just balances, and a just ephah, and a just bath. 
 

Just ephah and baths: This phrase emphasizes the importance of using honest and accurate 

measurements in trade and daily life, reflecting a call for integrity and fairness.  

 

Jeremiah 5 (cont.) 
2 And though they say, The LORD liveth; surely they swear falsely. 
 

Doctrine and Covenants 64 
34 Behold, the Lord requireth the heart and a willing mind; and the willing and obedient shall eat 

the good of the land of Zion in these last days. 

35 And the rebellious shall be cut off out of the land of Zion, and shall be sent away, and shall 

not inherit the land. 

36 For, verily I say that the rebellious are not of the blood of Ephraim, wherefore they shall be 

plucked out. 

37 Behold, I, the Lord, have made my church in these last days like unto a judge sitting on a hill, 

or in a high place, to judge the nations. 

38 For it shall come to pass that the inhabitants of Zion shall judge all things pertaining to 

Zion. 

39 And liars and hypocrites shall be proved by them, and they who are not apostles and prophets 

shall be known. 

40 And even the bishop, who is a judge, and his counselors, if they are not faithful in their 

stewardships shall be condemned, and others shall be planted in their stead. 

41 For, behold, I say unto you that Zion shall flourish, and the glory of the Lord shall be upon 

her; 

42 And she shall be an ensign unto the people, and there shall come unto her out of every nation 

under heaven. 

43 And the day shall come when the nations of the earth shall tremble because of her, and shall 

fear because of her terrible ones. The Lord hath spoken it. Amen. 
 

The hypocrisy of the people of God: they make oaths in God's name while not intending to 

keep them. Their outward expressions of faith do not reflect their true intentions or actions; their 

outward claims of spiritual occurrences and power once proved are shown to be hollow. The 

hypocrites are numbered with the unbelievers for their reward and replaced by those more 

worthy. In the days of the Lord’s power, there will be those who will have no guile found in their 

mouth. 
 

Jeremiah 5 (cont.) 
3 O LORD, are not thine eyes upon the truth? thou hast stricken them, but they have not grieved; 



thou hast consumed them, but they have refused to receive correction: they have made their faces 

harder than a rock; they have refused to return [OR repent]. 
 

Footnote (a) return  

Haggai 2 

17 I smote you with blasting and with mildew and with hail in all the labours of your hands; yet 

ye turned not to me, saith the Lord. 
 

Moroni 9 
3 And now behold, my son, I fear lest the Lamanites shall destroy this people; for they do not 

repent, and Satan stirreth them up continually to anger one with another. 

4 Behold, I am laboring with them continually; and when I speak the word of God with 

sharpness they tremble and anger against me; and when I use no sharpness they harden their 

hearts against it; wherefore, I fear lest the Spirit of the Lord hath ceased striving with them. 

5 For so exceedingly do they anger that it seemeth me that they have no fear of death; and they 

have lost their love, one towards another; and they thirst after blood and revenge continually.  
 

Mormon 2 
10 And it came to pass that the Nephites began to repent of their iniquity, and began to cry even 

as had been prophesied by Samuel the prophet; for behold no man could keep that which was his 

own, for the thieves, and the robbers, and the murderers, and the magic art, and the witchcraft 

which was in the land. 

11 Thus there began to be a mourning and a lamentation in all the land because of these things, 

and more especially among the people of Nephi. 

12 And it came to pass that when I, Mormon, saw their lamentation and their mourning and their 

sorrow before the Lord, my heart did begin to rejoice within me, knowing the mercies and the 

long-suffering of the Lord, therefore supposing that he would be merciful unto them that they 

would again become a righteous people. 

13 But behold this my joy was vain, for their sorrowing was not unto repentance, because of the 

goodness of God; but it was rather the sorrowing of the damned, because the Lord would not 

always suffer them to take happiness in sin. 

14 And they did not come unto Jesus with broken hearts and contrite spirits, but they did curse 

God, and wish to die. Nevertheless they would struggle with the sword for their lives. 
 

The Spirit of the Lord ceases to strive with men: when we consistently resist His guidance and 

fail to respond to His prompting, leading to a hardened heart. This can occur when individuals do 

not repent for their sins and instead continue in rebellion against God, as seen in the decline of 

nations in biblical accounts. 
 



Point of no return: the "point of no return" refers to a state where a person (or nation) has 

hardened their heart to the extent that they can no longer respond to God's call for repentance- by 

either refusing to hear the call or respond to them. This is the most serious spiritual condition to 

avoid at all costs.  
 

Jeremiah 5 (cont.) 
4 Therefore I said, Surely these are poor; they are foolish: for they know not the way of the 

LORD, nor the judgment of their God. 
 

Doctrine and Covenants 6 
6 Now, as you have asked, behold, I say unto you, keep my commandments, and seek to bring 

forth and establish the cause of Zion; 

7 Seek not for riches but for wisdom, and behold, the mysteries of God shall be unfolded unto 

you, and then shall you be made rich. Behold, he that hath eternal life is rich. 
 

James 5 
1 Go to now, ye rich men, weep and howl for your miseries that shall come upon you. 

2 Your riches are corrupted, and your garments are motheaten. 

3 Your gold and silver is cankered; and the rust of them shall be a witness against you, and shall 

eat your flesh as it were fire. Ye have heaped treasure together for the last days. 

4 Behold, the hire of the labourers who have reaped down your fields, which is of you kept back 

by fraud, crieth: and the cries of them which have reaped are entered into the ears of the Lord of 

sabaoth. 

5 Ye have lived in pleasure on the earth, and been wanton; ye have nourished your hearts, as in a 

day of slaughter. 

6 Ye have condemned and killed the just; and he doth not resist you. 

 

James 5:1–6. Warning to the Rich 

Prophets have warned repeatedly against pride and the evils that often accompany wealth (see 

Jeremiah 9:23; Amos 2:6–7; 4:1; Matthew 13:22; 1 Timothy 6:7–10; 2 Nephi 9:30; D&C 56:16). 

James specifically identified three areas of concern: (1) hoarding wealth (see James 5:2–3), 

meaning accumulating so much material wealth that it sits unused and decaying; (2) failing to 

pay wages to employees (see verse 4); (3) living a luxurious and self-indulgent lifestyle (see 

verse 5). The “day of slaughter” (verse 5) may refer to the coming Day of Judgment—much like 

cattle are fattened prior to their slaughter, so the wicked rich have fattened their hearts, unaware 

of the coming judgment against them. 
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In verse 4, James wrote that the cries of those defrauded by their deceitful employers “are 

entered into the ears of the Lord of sabaoth.” Sabaoth is a Hebrew word meaning “hosts”; thus, 

“Lord of sabaoth” means “Lord of Hosts.” 

(New Testament Student Manual, Chapter 50: James) 
 

Matthew 6 
19 ¶ Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth, where moth and rust doth corrupt, and 

where thieves break through and steal: 

20 But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, and 

where thieves do not break through nor steal: 

21 For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also. 

22 The light of the body is the eye; if therefore thine eye be single to the glory of God, thy whole 

body shall be full of light. 

23 But if thine eye be evil, thy whole body shall be full of darkness. If therefore the light which 

is in thee be darkness, how great shall that darkness be. 

24 ¶ No man can serve two masters: for either he will hate the one, and love the other; or else he 

will hold to the one, and despise the other. Ye cannot serve God and mammon. 
 

2 Nephi 9 
28 O that cunning plan of the evil one! O the vainness, and the frailties, and the foolishness of 

men! When they are learned they think they are wise, and they hearken not unto the counsel of 

God, for they set it aside, supposing they know of themselves, wherefore, their wisdom is 

foolishness and it profiteth them not. And they shall perish. 

29 But to be learned is good if they hearken unto the counsels of God. 

30 But wo unto the rich, who are rich as to the things of the world. For because they are rich they 

despise the poor, and they persecute the meek, and their hearts are upon their treasures; 

wherefore, their treasure is their god. And behold, their treasure shall perish with them also. 

 

Brigham Young 

When he [Christ] again visits this earth, he will come to thoroughly purge his kingdom from 

wickedness, and, as ruler of the nations, to dictate and administer to them as the heir to the 

kingdom; and the Gentiles will be as much mistaken in regard to his second advent as the Jews 

were in relation to the first. 

 

(Character of God and Christ—Providences of God—Self-Government, etc., Journal of 

Discourses, 8:115) 

 



Jeremiah 5 (cont.) 
5 I will get me unto the great men, and will speak unto them; for they have known the way of the 

LORD, and the judgment of their God: but these have altogether broken the yoke [IE of the law 

and the covenants.], and burst the bonds. 
 

Great Men: The verse begins with God's declaration that he will go to the "great men" and 

speak to them. This shows the seriousness of the situation, as God himself is taking it upon 

himself to address the leaders of Judah. The term "great men" likely refers to the influential and 

powerful individuals in the community who hold positions of leadership and authority. This may 

include political leaders, religious leaders, and influential landowners. 

 

The reason why God is seeking out the great men is because they are supposed to be the ones 

who "have known the way of the Lord, and the judgment of their God." In other words, they 

have been entrusted with the knowledge and understanding of God's ways and laws. They are 

expected to be the role models and examples for the rest of the people, guiding them in the ways 

of righteousness and justice. 

 

However, God accuses these great men of having "altogether broken the yoke, and burst the 

bonds." This image of breaking the yoke and bursting the bonds is a powerful metaphor for 

rebellion and disobedience. The "yoke" is a wooden bar that was used to join two animals, like 

oxen, together for plowing or pulling a cart. In a spiritual sense, the "yoke" can represent the 

laws, commandments, and authority of God. By breaking the yoke and bursting the bonds, the 

great men have rebelled against God's authority and have cast off his laws and commandments. 

 

The theme of rebellion and disobedience is a recurring theme throughout the book of Jeremiah, 

as the prophet continually warns the people of Judah about the consequences of their sin and 

rebellion against God. The leaders, in particular, are held accountable for their failure to uphold 

God's laws and lead the people in righteousness. 

 

The context of this verse is also important to consider. At the time when Jeremiah was preaching, 

Judah was in a state of moral and spiritual decline. The people had turned away from God and 

had begun worshipping idols, engaging in injustice, and oppressing the poor and vulnerable. The 

leaders, instead of setting a good example and leading the people back to God, had joined in the 

corruption and wickedness. 

 

In addition to the themes of rebellion and disobedience, this verse also contains the theme of 

judgment. God's declaration that he will speak to the great men indicates that there will be 

consequences for their actions. They will be held accountable for their failure to uphold God's 

ways and lead the people in righteousness. 



 

The symbolism in this verse is significant as well. The "yoke" and "bonds" represent the 

authority and commandments of God [and covenants], which the great men have broken and cast 

off. This imagery conveys the seriousness of their rebellion and the weight of their disobedience. 

It also serves as a warning to the people of Judah about the consequences of turning away from 

God and his ways. 

 

In conclusion, Jeremiah 5:5 is a powerful and poignant verse that conveys God's disappointment 

with the leaders of Judah for their rebellion and disobedience. It serves as a warning to those in 

positions of authority and influence to uphold God's laws and lead the people in righteousness. 

The themes of rebellion, disobedience, judgment, and the symbolism of the broken yoke and 

bonds all contribute to the depth and significance of this verse within the larger context of the 

book of Jeremiah. 
 

Doctrine and Covenants 101 
46 Now, the servants of the nobleman went and did as their lord commanded them, and planted 

the olive trees, and built a hedge round about, and set watchmen, and began to build a tower. 

47 And while they were yet laying the foundation thereof, they began to say among themselves: 

And what need hath my lord of this tower? 

48 And consulted for a long time, saying among themselves: What need hath my lord of this 

tower, seeing this is a time of peace? 

49 Might not this money be given to the exchangers? For there is no need of these things. 

50 And while they were at variance one with another they became very slothful, and they 

hearkened not unto the commandments of their lord. 

51 And the enemy came by night, and broke down the hedge; and the servants of the nobleman 

arose and were affrighted, and fled; and the enemy destroyed their works, and broke down the 

olive trees. 

52 Now, behold, the nobleman, the lord of the vineyard, called upon his servants, and said unto 

them, Why! what is the cause of this great evil? 

53 Ought ye not to have done even as I commanded you, and—after ye had planted the vineyard, 

and built the hedge round about, and set watchmen upon the walls thereof—built the tower also, 

and set a watchman upon the tower, and watched for my vineyard, and not have fallen asleep, 

lest the enemy should come upon you? 

54 And behold, the watchman upon the tower would have seen the enemy while he was yet afar 

off; and then ye could have made ready and kept the enemy from breaking down the hedge 

thereof, and saved my vineyard from the hands of the destroyer. 
 

Doctrine and Covenants 84 
49 And the whole world lieth in sin, and groaneth under darkness and under the bondage of sin. 



50 And by this you may know they are under the bondage of sin, because they come not unto 

me. 

51 For whoso cometh not unto me is under the bondage of sin. 

52 And whoso receiveth not my voice is not acquainted with my voice, and is not of me. 

53 And by this you may know the righteous from the wicked, and that the whole world groaneth 

under sin and darkness even now. 

54 And your minds in times past have been darkened because of unbelief, and because you have 

treated lightly the things you have received— 

55 Which vanity and unbelief have brought the whole church under condemnation. 

56 And this condemnation resteth upon the children of Zion, even all. 

57 And they shall remain under this condemnation until they repent and remember the new 

covenant, even the Book of Mormon and the former commandments which I have given them, 

not only to say, but to do according to that which I have written— 

58 That they may bring forth fruit meet for their Father’s kingdom; otherwise there remaineth a 

scourge and judgment to be poured out upon the children of Zion. 

59 For shall the children of the kingdom pollute my holy land? Verily, I say unto you, Nay. 

 

Jeremiah 5 (cont.) 
6 Wherefore a lion out of the forest shall slay them, and a wolf of the evenings [OR plains, 

wilderness] shall spoil them, a leopard shall watch over their cities: every one that goeth out 

thence shall be torn in pieces: because their transgressions are many, and their backslidings are 

increased. 

7 ¶ How shall I pardon thee for this? thy children have forsaken me, and sworn by them that are 

no gods: when I had fed them to the full, they then committed adultery, and assembled 

themselves by troops in the harlots’ houses. 

8 They were as fed horses [HEB lusty stallions] in the morning: every one neighed after his 

neighbour’s wife. 

9 Shall I not visit [OR punish (also v. 29).] for these things? saith the LORD: and shall not my 

soul be avenged on such a nation as this? 
 

Hugh Nibley  
“There comes a time when the general defilement of a society becomes so great that the rising 

generation is put under undue pressure and cannot be said to have a fair choice between the way 

of light and the way of darkness. When such a point is reached the cup of iniquity is full, and the 

established order that has passed the point of no return and neither can nor will change its ways 

must be removed physically and forcibly if necessary from the earth, whether by war, plague, 

famine, or upheavals of nature” (Mormon 2:13-15)  (Collected Works of Hugh Nibley, Vol.6, 

Part.5, Ch.11, p.140). 



 

Elder Ezra Taft Benson 
We must love our young people, whether they are in righteousness or in error. In this way we can 

give them a chance to discern and to learn. But we must also give them a fair choice. Today 

many are not succeeding. 

 

Yes, “There comes a time when the general defilement of a society becomes so great that the 

rising generation is put under undue pressure and cannot be said to have a fair choice between 

the Way of Light and the Way of Darkness.” (Satan's Thrust- Youth, Ensign, December 1971) 
 

Too often we bask in our comfortable complacency and rationalize that the ravages of war, 

economic disaster, famine, and earthquake cannot happen here. Those who believe this are either 

not acquainted with the revelations of the Lord, or they do not believe them. Those who smugly 

think these calamities will not happen, that they somehow will be set aside because of the 

righteousness of the Saints, are deceived and will rue the day they harbored such a delusion. 

 

The Lord has warned and forewarned us against a day of great tribulation and given us counsel, 

through His servants, on how we can be prepared for these difficult times. Have we heeded His 

counsel? (Prepare for the Days of Tribulation, 1980) 

 

(23-13) Jeremiah 5:1–31. National Corruption (continued) 

...But in a searing condemnation of Judah, Jeremiah showed that there were none such. Instead of 

doing righteous works, the people swore falsely (see v. 2); their faces were as hard as rock—they 

showed no repentance or compassion (see v. 3); they turned to the houses of prostitution in 

troops (see v. 7); like horses in the mating season, they neighed wildly for their neighbor’s wife 

(see v. 8); they had “a revolting and a rebellious heart” (v. 23); like those who trap birds, the 

people laid snares for other men and grew fat with the illegal gains (see vv. 26–28). 

Nephi, a contemporary of Jeremiah, taught that the Canaanites in the time of Moses “had 

rejected every word of God, and they were ripe in iniquity; … and the Lord did curse the land 

against them … unto their destruction.” He used similar language to describe the children of 

Israel: “They have become wicked, yea, nearly unto ripeness, ” and warned that they too faced 

destruction (1 Nephi 17:35, 43; emphasis added)... 

(Old Testament Student Manual 1 Kings–Malachi, Religion 302, Chapter 23: As Ye Sow, So 
Shall Ye Reap) 
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Jeremiah 5 (cont.) 
10 ¶ Go ye up upon her walls, and destroy; but make not a full end: take away her battlements; 

for they are not the LORD’s. 

11 For the house of Israel and the house of Judah have dealt very treacherously against me, saith 

the LORD. 

12 They have belied the LORD, and said, It is not he; neither shall evil come upon us; neither 

shall we see sword nor famine: 
 

Footnote (a) sword 

Jeremiah 14 

13 ¶ Then said I, Ah, Lord God! behold, the prophets say unto them, Ye shall not see the sword, 

neither shall ye have famine; but I will give you assured peace in this place. 
 

Belied the LORD: This phrase refers to people who have lied about God, claiming that He will 

not bring harm or disaster upon them. It suggests a denial of divine authority and a false sense of 

security regarding future events. 

 

Jeremiah 5 (cont.) 
13 And the prophets shall become wind, and the word is not in them: thus shall it be done unto 

them. 
 

Prophets become wind: This phrase, "the prophets shall become wind," suggests that the 

prophets are insubstantial and lack true authority or substance in their messages, indicating that 

their words do not carry the weight of divine truth. It reflects a warning about false prophets who 

mislead people with empty promises. 
 

Isaiah 30 
8 ¶ Now go, write it before them in a table, and note it in a book, that it may be for the time to 

come for ever and ever: 

9 That this is a rebellious people, lying children, children that will not hear the law of the LORD: 

10 Which say to the seers, See not; and to the prophets, Prophesy not unto us right things, speak 

unto us smooth things, prophesy deceits 
 

1 Thessalonians 5 
2 For yourselves know perfectly that the day of the Lord so cometh as a thief in the night. 

3 For when they shall say, Peace and safety; then sudden destruction cometh upon them, as 

travail upon a woman with child; and they shall not escape. 

4 But ye, brethren, are not in darkness, that that day should overtake you as a thief. 



5 Ye are all the children of light, and the children of the day: we are not of the night, nor of 

darkness. 

6 Therefore let us not sleep, as do others; but let us watch and be sober. 

7 For they that sleep sleep in the night; and they that be drunken are drunken in the night. 

8 But let us, who are of the day, be sober, putting on the breastplate of faith and love; and for an 

helmet, the hope of salvation. 

9 For God hath not appointed us to wrath, but to obtain salvation by our Lord Jesus Christ, 

10 Who died for us, that, whether we wake or sleep, we should live together with him. 

11 Wherefore comfort yourselves together, and edify one another, even as also ye do. 

12 And we beseech you, brethren, to know them which labour among you, and are over you in 

the Lord, and admonish you; 

13 And to esteem them very highly in love for their work’s sake. And be at peace among 

yourselves. 

14 Now we exhort you, brethren, warn them that are unruly 
 

Joseph Smith Jr.  
“We ought to have the building up of Zion as our greatest object. When wars come, we shall 

have to flee to Zion. The cry is to make haste. The last revelation says, Ye shall not have time to 

have gone over the earth, until these things come. . . . “. . . The time is soon coming when no 

man will have any peace but in Zion and her stakes. “I saw men hunting the lives of their own 

sons, and brother murdering brother, women killing their own daughters, and daughters seeking 

the lives of their mothers. I saw armies arrayed against armies. I saw blood, desolation, fires. The 

Son of Man has said that the mother shall be against the daughter, and the daughter against the 

mother. These things are at our doors. They will follow the Saints of God from city to city. Satan 

will rage, and the spirit of the devil is now enraged. I know not how soon these things will take 

place; but with a view of them, shall I cry peace? No! I will lift up my voice and testify of them. 

How long you will have good crops, and the famine be kept off, I do not know; when the fig tree 

leaves, know then that summer is nigh at hand.” (History of the Church, 3:390–91.) 

 

Jeremiah 5 (cont.) 

14 Wherefore thus saith the LORD God of hosts, Because ye speak this word, behold, I will 

make my words in thy mouth fire, and this people wood, and it shall devour them. 

 

1 Nephi 16 

1 And now it came to pass that after I, Nephi, had made an end of speaking to my brethren, 

behold they said unto me: Thou hast declared unto us hard things, more than we are able to bear. 

2 And it came to pass that I said unto them that I knew that I had spoken hard things against the 

wicked, according to the truth; and the righteous have I justified, and testified that they should be 



lifted up at the last day; wherefore, the guilty taketh the truth to be hard, for it cutteth them to the 

very center. 

3 And now my brethren, if ye were righteous and were willing to hearken to the truth, and give 

heed unto it, that ye might walk uprightly before God, then ye would not murmur because of the 

truth, and say: Thou speakest hard things against us. 

 

3 Nephi 7 

15 And it came to pass that Nephi—having been visited by angels and also the voice of the Lord, 

therefore having seen angels, and being eye-witness, and having had power given unto him that 

he might know concerning the ministry of Christ, and also being eye-witness to their quick return 

from righteousness unto their wickedness and abominations; 

16 Therefore, being grieved for the hardness of their hearts and the blindness of their minds—

went forth among them in that same year, and began to testify, boldly, repentance and remission 

of sins through faith on the Lord Jesus Christ. 

17 And he did minister many things unto them; and all of them cannot be written, and a part of 

them would not suffice, therefore they are not written in this book. And Nephi did minister with 

power and with great authority. 

18 And it came to pass that they were angry with him, even because he had greater power than 

they, for it were not possible that they could disbelieve his words, for so great was his faith on 

the Lord Jesus Christ that angels did minister unto him daily. 

19 And in the name of Jesus did he cast out devils and unclean spirits; and even his brother did 

he raise from the dead, after he had been stoned and suffered death by the people. 

20 And the people saw it, and did witness of it, and were angry with him because of his power; 

and he did also do many more miracles, in the sight of the people, in the name of Jesus. 

 

Jeremiah 5 (cont.) 

15 Lo, I will bring a nation upon you from far, O house of Israel, saith the LORD: it is a mighty 

nation, it is an ancient nation, a nation whose language thou knowest not, neither understandest 

what they say. 

16 Their quiver is as an open sepulchre [IE widow makers], they are all mighty men. 

17 And they shall eat up thine harvest, and thy bread, which thy sons and thy daughters should 

eat: they shall eat up thy flocks and thine herds: they shall eat up thy vines and thy fig trees: they 

shall impoverish thy fenced cities, wherein thou trustedst, with the sword. 
 

Doctrine and Covenants 101 
51 And the enemy came by night, and broke down the hedge; and the servants of the nobleman 

arose and were affrighted, and fled; and the enemy destroyed their works, and broke down the 



olive trees. 

 

Jeremiah 5 (cont.)  
18 Nevertheless in those days, saith the LORD, I will not make a full end with you. 
 

Isaiah 10/2 Nephi 20 
20 And it shall come to pass in that day, that the remnant of Israel, and such as are escaped of the 

house of Jacob, shall no more again stay upon him that smote them, but shall stay upon the Lord, 

the Holy One of Israel, in truth. 

21 The remnant shall return, yea, even the remnant of Jacob, unto the mighty God. 

22 For though thy people Israel be as the sand of the sea, yet a remnant of them shall return; the 

consumption decreed shall overflow with righteousness. 

23 For the Lord God of Hosts shall make a consumption, even determined in all the land. 
 

Isaiah 1 
9 Except the LORD of hosts had left unto us a very small remnant, we should have been as 

Sodom, and we should have been like unto Gomorrah. 
 

Jeremiah 5 (cont.) 
19 ¶ And it shall come to pass, when ye shall say, Wherefore doeth the LORD, our God, all these 

things unto us? Then shalt thou answer them, Like as ye have forsaken me and served strange 

gods in your land, so shall ye serve strangers in the land that is not yours. 
 

People: “why does the Lord our God do all these things unto us? Why are His promises 

unfulfilled? Why Lord did you lie to this people?!” 

 

Prophets of God: “as ye have forsaken our Lord and served strange gods in your land (i.e. 

idolatry), so shall ye now serve strangers in land that is no longer yours… woe unto you for your 

rewards lurketh from beneath and not from above…” 
 

Elder L. Tom Perry 

The people of Alma were delivered from the hands of the Lamanites and safely made their way 

back to be united with the people of Zarahemla. 

 

What was the difference between the people of Alma and the people of King Limhi? Obviously, 

there were several differences: the people of Alma were peaceful and more righteous; they had 

already been baptized and entered into a covenant with the Lord; they humbled themselves 

before the Lord even before their tribulations started. All these differences made it appropriate 



and fair that the Lord would deliver them quickly in a miraculous way from the hand which kept 

them in bondage. These scriptures teach us of the Lord’s power of deliverance. (The Power of 

Deliverance, April 2012) 
 

Mosiah 11 
22 And it shall come to pass that they shall know that I am the Lord their God, and am a jealous 

God, visiting the iniquities of my people. 

23 And it shall come to pass that except this people repent and turn unto the Lord their God, they 

shall be brought into bondage; and none shall deliver them, except it be the Lord the Almighty 

God. 

24 Yea, and it shall come to pass that when they shall cry unto me I will be slow to hear their 

cries; yea, and I will suffer them that they be smitten by their enemies. 

25 And except they repent in sackcloth and ashes, and cry mightily to the Lord their God, I will 

not hear their prayers, neither will I deliver them out of their afflictions; and thus saith the Lord, 

and thus hath he commanded me. 

26 Now it came to pass that when Abinadi had spoken these words unto them they were wroth 

with him, and sought to take away his life 
 

Doctrine and Covenants 101 
7 They were slow to hearken unto the voice of the Lord their God; therefore, the Lord their God 

is slow to hearken unto their prayers, to answer them in the day of their trouble. 

8 In the day of their peace they esteemed lightly my counsel; but, in the day of their trouble, of 

necessity they feel after me. 

 

Jeremiah 5 (cont.) 
20 Declare this in the house of Jacob, and publish it in Judah, saying, 

21 Hear now this, O foolish people, and without understanding; which have eyes, and see not; 

which have ears, and hear not: 
 

Isaiah 6/2 Nephi 16 
9 ¶ And he said, Go, and tell this people, Hear ye indeed, but understand not; and see ye indeed, 

but perceive not. 

10 Make the heart of this people fat, and make their ears heavy, and shut their eyes; lest they see 

with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and understand with their heart, and convert, and be 

healed. 

11 Then said I, Lord, how long? And he answered, Until the cities be wasted without inhabitant, 

and the houses without man, and the land be utterly desolate, 



12 And the LORD have removed men far away, and there be a great forsaking in the midst of the 

land. 

13 ¶ But yet in it shall be a tenth, and it shall return, and shall be eaten: as a teil tree, and as an 

oak, whose substance is in them, when they cast their leaves: so the holy seed shall be the 

substance thereof. 
 

Matthew 13 
9 [Jesus] answered and said unto them, Because it is given unto you to know the mysteries of the 

kingdom of heaven, but to them it is not given. 

10 For whosoever receiveth, to him shall be given, and he shall have more abundance; 

11 But whosoever continueth not to receive, from him shall be taken away even that he hath. 

12 Therefore speak I to them in parables: because they seeing see not; and hearing they hear not, 

neither do they understand. 

13 And in them is fulfilled the prophecy of Isaiah concerning them, which saith, By hearing, ye 

shall hear and shall not understand; and seeing, ye shall see and shall not perceive. 

14 For this people’s heart is waxed gross, and their ears are dull of hearing, and their eyes they 

have closed, lest at any time they should see with their eyes and hear with their ears, and should 

understand with their hearts, and should be converted, and I should heal them. 

15 But blessed are your eyes, for they see, and your ears, for they hear. And blessed are you 

because these things are come unto you, that you might understand them. 

16 And verily, I say unto you, Many righteous prophets have desired to see these days which you 

see, and have not seen them, and to hear that which you hear, and have not heard. 

 

Matthew 13:13. “They Seeing See Not” 

The Savior used parables to hide meaning from those who were spiritually unprepared and to 

reveal great truths to those who were ready to receive them (see Matthew 13:10–16). “The 

parable conveys to the hearer religious truth exactly in proportion to his faith and intelligence; to 

the dull and uninspired it is a mere story, ‘seeing they see not,’ while to the instructed and 

spiritual it reveals the mysteries or secrets of the kingdom of heaven. Thus it is that the parable 

exhibits the condition of all true knowledge. Only he who seeks finds” (Bible Dictionary, 

“Parables”). The Savior’s parables therefore included an implied invitation to seek further 

understanding of the truths they contained, and those who did so were rewarded with greater 

enlightenment (see Matthew 13:10, 36). 

Elder James E. Talmage (1862–1933) of the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles provided a simple 

illustration showing why some people may fail to understand the truths taught in parables: “Two 

men may hear the same words; one of them listens in indolence and indifference, the other with 

active mind intent on learning all that the words can possibly convey; and, having heard, the 

diligent man goes straightway to do the things commended to him, while the careless one 
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neglects and forgets. The one is wise, the other foolish; the one has heard to his eternal profit, the 

other to his everlasting condemnation” (Jesus the Christ, 3rd ed. [1916], 297). 

(New Testament Student Manual, Chapter 5: Matthew 13-15) 

Jeremiah 5 (cont.) 
22 Fear ye not me? saith the LORD: will ye not tremble at my presence, which have placed the 

sand for the bound of the sea by a perpetual decree, that it cannot pass it: and though the waves 

thereof toss themselves, yet can they not prevail; though they roar, yet can they not pass over it? 
 

3 Nephi 24 
16 Then they that feared the Lord spake often one to another, and the Lord hearkened and heard; 

and a book of remembrance was written before him for them that feared the Lord, and that 

thought upon his name. 

17 And they shall be mine, saith the Lord of Hosts, in that day when I make up my jewels; and I 

will spare them as a man spareth his own son that serveth him. 

18 Then shall ye return and discern between the righteous and the wicked, between him that 

serveth God and him that serveth him not. 
 

2 Nephi 21 
1 And there shall come forth a rod out of the stem of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his 

roots. 

2 And the Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the 

spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the Lord; 

3 And shall make him of quick understanding in the fear of the Lord; and he shall not judge after 

the sight of his eyes, neither reprove after the hearing of his ears. 

4 But with righteousness shall he judge the poor, and reprove with equity for the meek of the 

earth; and he shall smite the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips shall 

he slay the wicked. 

5 And righteousness shall be the girdle of his loins, and faithfulness the girdle of his reins. 

6 The wolf also shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with the kid, and the 

calf and the young lion and fatling together; and a little child shall lead them. 

7 And the cow and the bear shall feed; their young ones shall lie down together; and the lion 

shall eat straw like the ox. 

8 And the sucking child shall play on the hole of the asp, and the weaned child shall put his hand 

on the cockatrice’s den. 

9 They shall not hurt nor destroy in all my holy mountain, for the earth shall be full of the 

knowledge of the Lord, as the waters cover the sea. 
 



Lion and Lamb: "The lion shall lie down next to the lamb" isn't actually a scriptural idea 

(doesn't actually appear in scriptures) and more than likely the phrase is born from a contrast (or 

justa-justa-juxtaposition) found in the book of Revelation, namely, in Revelation 5, Jesus is 

depicted as the "Lamb that was slain," symbolizing his sacrifice, while Revelation 19 describes 

His return as a powerful figure, often referred to as the "Lion of the tribe of Judah," emphasizing 

his authority and judgment, hence Lion and Lamb (both) lie down together 

 
 

2 Nephi 27 
25 Forasmuch as this people draw near unto me with their mouth, and with their lips do honor 

me, but have removed their hearts far from me, and their fear towards me is taught by the 



precepts of men 
26 Therefore, I will proceed to do a marvelous work among this people, yea, a marvelous work 

and a wonder, for the wisdom of their wise and learned shall perish, and the understanding of 

their prudent shall be hid. 
 

2 Nephi 28 
11 Yea, they have all gone out of the way; they have become corrupted. 

12 Because of pride, and because of false teachers, and false doctrine, their churches have 

become corrupted, and their churches are lifted up; because of pride they are puffed up.  

14 They wear stiff necks and high heads; yea, and because of pride, and wickedness, and 

abominations, and whoredoms, they have all gone astray save it be a few, who are the humble 

followers of Christ; nevertheless, they are led, that in many instances they do err because they 

are taught by the precepts of men.  

24 Therefore, wo be unto him that is at ease in Zion! 

25 Wo be unto him that crieth: All is well! 

26 Yea, wo be unto him that hearkeneth unto the precepts of men, and denieth the power of God, 

and the gift of the Holy Ghost! 

27 Yea, wo be unto him that saith: We have received, and we need no more! 

28 And in fine, wo unto all those who tremble, and are angry because of the truth of God! For 

behold, he that is built upon the rock receiveth it with gladness; and he that is built upon a sandy 

foundation trembleth lest he shall fall. 

29 Wo be unto him that shall say: We have received the word of God, and we need no more of 

the word of God, for we have enough! 

30 For behold, thus saith the Lord God: I will give unto the children of men line upon line, 

precept upon precept, here a little and there a little; and blessed are those who hearken unto my 

precepts, and lend an ear unto my counsel, for they shall learn wisdom; for unto him that 

receiveth I will give more; and from them that shall say, We have enough, from them shall be 

taken away even that which they have. 

31 Cursed is he that putteth his trust in man, or maketh flesh his arm, or shall hearken unto the 

precepts of men, save their precepts shall be given by the power of the Holy Ghost. 

32 Wo be unto the Gentiles, saith the Lord God of Hosts! For notwithstanding I shall lengthen 

out mine arm unto them from day to day, they will deny me; nevertheless, I will be merciful unto 

them, saith the Lord God, if they will repent and come unto me; for mine arm is lengthened out 

all the day long, saith the Lord God of Hosts. 

 

2 Nephi 28:14. “Taught by the Precepts of Men”  

“Yes, within the Church today there are tares among the wheat and wolves within the flock. As 

President Clark stated, ‘The ravening wolves are amongst us, from our own membership, and 

they, more than any others, are clothed in sheep’s clothing because they wear the habiliments of 



the priesthood. . . . We should be careful of them. . . .’ (. . . Conference Report, April 1949, p. 

163.)  

 

“The wolves amongst our flock are more numerous and devious today than when President Clark 

made this statement. . . . “Not only are there apostates within our midst, but there are also 

apostate doctrines that are sometimes taught in our classes and from our pulpits and that appear 

in our publications. And these apostate precepts of men cause our people to stumble. . . .  

 

“Christ taught that we should be in the world but not of it. Yet there are some in our midst who 

are not so much concerned about taking the gospel into the world as they are about bringing 

worldliness into the gospel. They want us to be in the world and of it. They want us to be popular 

with the worldly even though a prophet has said that this is impossible, for all hell would then 

want to join us. 

 

“Through their own reasoning and a few misapplied scriptures, they try to sell us the precepts 

and philosophies of men. They do not feel the Church is progressive enough” (Ezra Taft Benson, 

in Conference Report, Apr. 1969, p. 11). 

 

(Book of Mormon Student Manual, 2001, 2 Nephi 28-30) 
 

2 Nephi 28 
13 Sanctify the Lord of Hosts himself, and let him be your fear, and let him be your dread. 

14 And he shall be for a sanctuary; but for a stone of stumbling, and for a rock of offense to both 

the houses of Israel, for a gin and a snare to the inhabitants of Jerusalem. 
 

Doctrine and Covenants 45 
26 And in that day shall be heard of wars and rumors of wars, and the whole earth shall be in 

commotion, and men’s hearts shall fail them, and they shall say that Christ delayeth his coming 

until the end of the earth. 

27 And the love of men shall wax cold, and iniquity shall abound. 

28 And when the times of the Gentiles is come in, a light shall break forth among them that sit in 

darkness, and it shall be the fulness of my gospel; 

29 But they receive it not; for they perceive not the light, and they turn their hearts from me 

because of the precepts of men. 

30 And in that generation shall the times of the Gentiles be fulfilled. 

31 And there shall be men standing in that generation, that shall not pass until they shall see an 

overflowing scourge; for a desolating sickness shall cover the land. 

32 But my disciples shall stand in holy places, and shall not be moved; but among the wicked, 

men shall lift up their voices and curse God and die. 



33 And there shall be earthquakes also in divers places, and many desolations; yet men will 

harden their hearts against me, and they will take up the sword, one against another, and they 

will kill one another. 
 

3 Nephi 4 
1 And it came to pass that in the latter end of the eighteenth year those armies of robbers had 

prepared for battle, and began to come down and to sally forth from the hills, and out of the 

mountains, and the wilderness, and their strongholds, and their secret places, and began to take 

possession of the lands, both which were in the land south and which were in the land north, and 

began to take possession of all the lands which had been deserted by the Nephites, and the cities 

which had been left desolate. 

2 But behold, there were no wild beasts nor game in those lands which had been deserted by the 

Nephites, and there was no game for the robbers save it were in the wilderness. 

3 And the robbers could not exist save it were in the wilderness, for the want of food; for the 

Nephites had left their lands desolate, and had gathered their flocks and their herds and all their 

substance, and they were in one body. 

4 Therefore, there was no chance for the robbers to plunder and to obtain food, save it were to 

come up in open battle against the Nephites; and the Nephites being in one body, and having so 

great a number, and having reserved for themselves provisions, and horses and cattle, and flocks 

of every kind, that they might subsist for the space of seven years, in the which time they did 

hope to destroy the robbers from off the face of the land; and thus the eighteenth year did pass 

away. 

5 And it came to pass that in the nineteenth year Giddianhi found that it was expedient that he 

should go up to battle against the Nephites, for there was no way that they could subsist save it 

were to plunder and rob and murder. 

6 And they durst not spread themselves upon the face of the land insomuch that they could raise 

grain, lest the Nephites should come upon them and slay them; therefore Giddianhi gave 

commandment unto his armies that in this year they should go up to battle against the Nephites. 

7 And it came to pass that they did come up to battle; and it was in the sixth month; and behold, 

great and terrible was the day that they did come up to battle; and they were girded about after 

the manner of robbers; and they had a lamb-skin about their loins, and they were dyed in blood, 

and their heads were shorn, and they had head-plates upon them; and great and terrible was the 

appearance of the armies of Giddianhi, because of their armor, and because of their being dyed in 

blood. 

8 And it came to pass that the armies of the Nephites, when they saw the appearance of the army 

of Giddianhi, had all fallen to the earth, and did lift their cries to the Lord their God, that he 

would spare them and deliver them out of the hands of their enemies. 



9 And it came to pass that when the armies of Giddianhi saw this they began to shout with a loud 

voice, because of their joy, for they had supposed that the Nephites had fallen with fear because 

of the terror of their armies. 

10 But in this thing they were disappointed, for the Nephites did not fear them; but they did fear 

their God and did supplicate him for protection; therefore, when the armies of Giddianhi did rush 

upon them they were prepared to meet them; yea, in the strength of the Lord they did receive 

them. 

11 And the battle commenced in this the sixth month; and great and terrible was the battle 

thereof, yea, great and terrible was the slaughter thereof, insomuch that there never was known 

so great a slaughter among all the people of Lehi since he left Jerusalem. 

12 And notwithstanding the threatenings and the oaths which Giddianhi had made, behold, the 

Nephites did beat them, insomuch that they did fall back from before them. 

13 And it came to pass that Gidgiddoni commanded that his armies should pursue them as far as 

the borders of the wilderness, and that they should not spare any that should fall into their hands 

by the way; and thus they did pursue them and did slay them, to the borders of the wilderness, 

even until they had fulfilled the commandment of Gidgiddoni. 

14 And it came to pass that Giddianhi, who had stood and fought with boldness, was pursued as 

he fled; and being weary because of his much fighting he was overtaken and slain. And thus was 

the end of Giddianhi the robber. 
 

Jeremiah 5 (cont.) 
23 But this people hath a revolting and rebellious heart; they are revolted and gone. 
 

Footnote (a) rebellious  

Psalm 78: 

1 Give ear, O my people, to my law: incline your ears to the words of my mouth. 

2 I will open my mouth in a parable: I will utter dark sayings of old: 

3 Which we have heard and known, and our fathers have told us. 

4 We will not hide them from their children, shewing to the generation to come the praises of the 

LORD, and his strength, and his wonderful works that he hath done. 

5 For he established a testimony in Jacob, and appointed a law in Israel, which he commanded 

our fathers, that they should make them known to their children: 

6 That the generation to come might know them, even the children which should be born; who 

should arise and declare them to their children: 

7 That they might set their hope in God, and not forget the works of God, but keep his 

commandments: 

8 And might not be as their fathers, a stubborn and rebellious generation; a generation that set 

not their heart aright, and whose spirit was not steadfast with God. 

9 The children of Ephraim, being armed, and carrying bows, turned back in the day of battle. 



10 They kept not the covenant of God, and refused to walk in his law; 

11 And forgat his works, and his wonders that he had shewed them.  
 

Jeremiah 5 (cont.) 
24 Neither say they in their heart, Let us now fear the LORD our God, that giveth rain, both the 

former and the latter [IE winter and spring], in his season: he reserveth unto us the appointed 

weeks of the harvest. 

25 ¶ Your iniquities have turned away these things, and your sins have withholden good things 

from you. 

26 For among my people are found wicked men: they lay wait, as he that setteth snares; they set 

a trap, they catch men. 

27 As a cage is full of birds, so are their houses full of deceit: therefore they are become great 

[IE worldliness], and waxen rich. 

28 They are waxen fat, they shine: yea, they overpass the deeds of the wicked: they judge not the 

cause, the cause of the fatherless, yet they prosper; and the right of the needy do they not judge. 

 

Hugh Nibley  
My sense of urgency comes from the fact that I spend all my days now with the scriptures. And 

the two marks of the Church I see are and have been for a long time these: a reverence for wealth 

and a contempt for the scriptures. Naturally, the two go hand in hand. We should call attention to 

the fact that these things we are doing are against the work of the Lord. There is one saying of 

Joseph Smith I think of quite often: “If the heavens seem silent at a time when we desperately 

need revelation, it is because of covetousness in the Church. God has often sealed up the heavens 

because of covetousness.” And now the Church isn’t just shot through with covetousness, it is 

saturated with covetousness. And so the heavens are going to be closed. We’re told we don’t get 

revelation if we put our trust in money in the bank. (“Nibley Talks about Contemporary Issues,” 

13) 
 

Jeremiah 5: 24-28 
1. The people refuse to fear the Lord according to the Lord’s precepts  
2. This is occurring amongst the church and its members (his/my people) 

3. Wicked people full of deceit "shining" forth becoming/waxen rich and worldly because of it 

4. They ignore the deeds of the wicked and judge not the cause of the fatherless and needy 

because they prosper- ergo: priestcraft 

5. Because they’ve done this, good things have been withheld, and unless there is repentance 

destruction (or the end of the Priestcraft cycle) is upon you 

 



Joseph Smith Jr. 
Down with that of priestcraft,2 and let all the people say Amen! that the blood of our fathers may 

not cry from the ground against us.4 

 

(2) 2 Ne. 26:29;  Alma 1:12, 16; D&C 33:4 

(4) 3 Ne. 9:11; Mormon 8:40;  D&C 136:36; Moses 5:35 

 

 (TPJS p.117) 

 

Mormon 8 
35 Behold, I speak unto you as if ye were present, and yet ye are not. But behold, Jesus Christ 

hath shown you unto me, and I know your doing. 

36 And I know that ye do walk in the pride of your hearts; and there are none save a few only 

who do not lift themselves up in the pride of their hearts, unto the wearing of very fine apparel, 

unto envying, and strifes, and malice, and persecutions, and all manner of iniquities; and your 

churches, yea, even every one, have become polluted because of the pride of your hearts. 

37 For behold, ye do love money, and your substance, and your fine apparel, and the adorning of 

your churches, more than ye love the poor and the needy, the sick and the afflicted. 

38 O ye pollutions, ye hypocrites, ye teachers, who sell yourselves for that which will canker, 

why have ye polluted the holy church of God? Why are ye ashamed to take upon you the name 

of Christ? Why do ye not think that greater is the value of an endless happiness than that misery 

which never dies—because of the praise of the world? 

39 Why do ye adorn yourselves with that which hath no life, and yet suffer the hungry, and the 

needy, and the naked, and the sick and the afflicted to pass by you, and notice them not? 

40 Yea, why do ye build up your secret abominations to get gain, and cause that widows should 

mourn before the Lord, and also orphans to mourn before the Lord, and also the blood of their 

fathers and their husbands to cry unto the Lord from the ground, for vengeance upon your heads? 

41 Behold, the sword of vengeance hangeth over you; and the time soon cometh that he avengeth 

the blood of the saints upon you, for he will not suffer their cries any longer. 
 

See: You’re Not Zion 
 

Jeremiah 5 (cont.) 
29 Shall I not visit for these things? saith the LORD: shall not my soul be avenged on such a 

nation as this? 

30 ¶ A wonderful and horrible thing is committed in the land; 

31 The prophets prophesy falsely, and the priests bear rule by their means; and my people love to 

have it so: and what will ye do in the end thereof? 



 

Footnotes (b) falsely 

Jeremiah 7 

4 Trust ye not in lying words, saying, The temple of the LORD, The temple of the LORD, The 

temple of the LORD, are these. 

5 For if ye thoroughly amend your ways and your doings, if ye thoroughly execute judgment 

between a man and his neighbour, 

6 If ye oppress not the stranger, the fatherless, and the widow, and shed not innocent blood in 

this place, neither walk after other gods to your hurt: 

7 Then will I cause you to dwell in this place, in the land that I gave to your fathers, for ever and 

ever. 

8 ¶ Behold, ye trust in lying words, that cannot profit. 

 

Lamentations 4 

13 ¶ For the sins of her prophets, and the iniquities of her priests, that have shed the blood of the 

just in the midst of her 
 

Footnote (c) priests 
TG Priestcraft. 
 

Footnote (d) love 

Romans 1 

32 Who knowing the judgment of God, that they which commit such things are worthy of death, 

not only do the same, but have pleasure in them that do them. 

 

(23-13) Jeremiah 5:1–31. National Corruption (continued) 

...It was bad enough that the society of Judah was filled with corrupt prophets and priests, but the 

real national tragedy, described in Jeremiah’s summary comment, was: “my people love to have 

it so” (Jeremiah 5:31). Further, in Jeremiah 8:10, the prophet said: “Every one from the least 

even unto the greatest is given to covetousness, from the prophet even unto the priest every one 

dealeth falsely.” 

Is it any wonder Judah had no hope? Is it surprising that Jeremiah was so scathing in his 

denunciation? 

(Old Testament Student Manual 1 Kings–Malachi, Religion 302, Chapter 23: As Ye Sow, So 
Shall Ye Reap) 
 

https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/study/scriptures/ot/jer/5?lang=eng&id=p1-p31#p1
https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/study/scriptures/ot/jer/5?lang=eng&id=p31#p31
https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/study/scriptures/ot/jer/8?lang=eng&id=p10#p10


Helaman 13 
23 For this cause hath the Lord God caused that a curse should come upon the land, and also 

upon your riches, and this because of your iniquities. 

24 Yea, wo unto this people, because of this time which has arrived, that ye do cast out the 

prophets, and do mock them, and cast stones at them, and do slay them, and do all manner of 

iniquity unto them, even as they did of old time. 

25 And now when ye talk, ye say: If our days had been in the days of our fathers of old, we 

would not have slain the prophets; we would not have stoned them, and cast them out. 

26 Behold ye are worse than they; for as the Lord liveth, if a prophet come among you and 

declareth unto you the word of the Lord, which testifieth of your sins and iniquities, ye are angry 

with him, and cast him out and seek all manner of ways to destroy him; yea, you will say that he 

is a false prophet, and that he is a sinner, and of the devil, because he testifieth that your deeds 

are evil. 

27 But behold, if a man shall come among you and shall say: Do this, and there is no iniquity; do 

that and ye shall not suffer; yea, he will say: Walk after the pride of your own hearts; yea, walk 

after the pride of your eyes, and do whatsoever your heart desireth—and if a man shall come 

among you and say this, ye will receive him, and say that he is a prophet. 

28 Yea, ye will lift him up, and ye will give unto him of your substance; ye will give unto him of 

your gold, and of your silver, and ye will clothe him with costly apparel; and because he 

speaketh flattering words unto you, and he saith that all is well, then ye will not find fault with 

him. 

29 O ye wicked and ye perverse generation; ye hardened and ye stiffnecked people, how long 

will ye suppose that the Lord will suffer you? Yea, how long will ye suffer yourselves to be led 

by foolish and blind guides? Yea, how long will ye choose darkness rather than light? 

30 Yea, behold, the anger of the Lord is already kindled against you; behold, he hath cursed the 

land because of your iniquity. 

31 And behold, the time cometh that he curseth your riches, that they become slippery, that ye 

cannot hold them; and in the days of your poverty ye cannot retain them. 

32 And in the days of your poverty ye shall cry unto the Lord; and in vain shall ye cry, for your 

desolation is already come upon you, and your destruction is made sure; and then shall ye weep 

and howl 



Erastus Snow 

...The lineal descendants of Abraham were rejected of God because of their unbelief. They did 

not bring forth the fruits of the kingdom of God, therefore the kingdom was taken from them and 

given to another people according as Jesus had predicted.  

 

Now, why was all this? Was it simply because of the sins of their rulers and chief priests, or was 

it because of the general corruption, unbelief, and wickedness of the whole people? I answer, it 

was not only the wickedness of their rulers and the corruption and hypocrisy of their priests, but 

of the whole people, priests and rulers included. In the language of one of the prophets, their 

teachers taught for hire; their judges judged for reward; their prophets divined for money, and 

“my people love to have it so, and what shall be the end thereof?” The people had lifted 

themselves up in pride; they loved gold and silver and precious things, and set up gods whom 

they might adore. If they did not actually set up graven images and gods of wood and stone, they 

set up teachers and priests like unto themselves. Their judges and priests took bribes, and their 

public servants could be bought with money. They sought honor one of another and sought not 

honor which comes from God alone. In short they lived for the present life only, and did not 

know how to enjoy it properly, for the fruit of evil doings is always evil, though it ofttimes 

appears tempting and alluring to the inexperienced and thoughtless, and its fruits may be sweet in 

the mouth, but in the belly they are invariably bitter.  

 

(The Axe is Laid to the Root, Journal of Discourses 13,5) 

 

Joseph Smith 

“I am not at all astonished at what has happened to you, neither what has happed to Zion, and I 

could tell you all the whys and wherefores of all these calamites. But alas, it is in vain to warn 

and give precepts, for all men are naturally disposed to walk in their own paths as they are 

pointed out by their own fingers, and are not willing to consider and walk in the path which is 

pointed out by another, saying, This is the way, walk ye in it, although he should be an unerring 

director, and the Lord his God sent him… [they] are blind, and they lead the blind, and they fall 

into the ditch together. They build with hay, wood, and stubble, on the old revelations, without 

the true priesthood or spirit of revelation. If I had time, I would dig into hell, hades, sheol, and 

tell what exists there…” 

 (Teaching of the Prophet Joseph Smith, 26-27, 311) 

 

“If my life is of no value to my friends, it is of none to myself” (HC 6:549) 

 

“I have said this to let my friends know that I am right. As I grow older my heart grows tenderer 

for you. I am at all times willing to give up every thing that is wrong, for I wish this people to 

have a virtuous leader. I have set your minds at liberty by letting you know the things of Christ 

Jesus. When I shrink not from your defence, will you throw me away for a new man who 



slanders you? I love you for your reception of me. Have I asked you for your money? No, you 

know better; I appeal to the poor. I say cursed be that man or woman who says that I have taken 

of your money ...” 

 (JS Papers, History, 1838–1856, volume F-1 [1 May 1844–8 August 1844]) 
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