The Light of Christ, the Holy Ghost, the Second Comforter
 “I have tried for a number of years to get the minds of the Saints prepared to receive the things of God; but we frequently see some of them, after suffering all they have for the work of God, will fly to pieces like glass as soon as anything comes that is contrary to their traditions: they cannot stand the fire at all. How many will be able to abide a celestial law, and go through and receive their exaltation, I am unable to say, as many are called, but few are chosen. (Jan. 20, 1844.) DHC 6:183-185.” (TPJS, p.331)
“BAPTISM OF FIRE.
To gain salvation every accountable person must receive two baptisms. They are baptism of water and of the Spirit. (John 3:3-5.) The baptism of the Spirit is called the baptism of fire and of the Holy Ghost. (Matt. 3:11; Luke 3:16; 2 Ne. 31:13-14; 3 Ne. 11:35; 12:1-2; Morm. 7:10; D. & C. 20:41; 33:11; 39:6.) By the power of the Holy Ghost-who is the Sanctifier (3 Ne. 27:19-21)-dross, iniquity, carnality, sensuality, and every evil thing is burned out of the repentant soul as if by fire; the cleansed person becomes literally a new creature of the Holy Ghost. (Mosiah 27:24-26.) He is born again. The baptism of fire is not something in addition to the receipt of the Holy Ghost; rather, it is the actual enjoyment of the gift which is offered by the laying on of hands at the time of baptism. "Remission of sins," the Lord says, comes "by baptism and by fire, yea, even the Holy Ghost." (D. & C. 19:31; 2 Ne. 31 :17.) Those who receive the baptism of fire are "filled as if with fire." (Hela. 5 :45.) (Mormon Doctrine, p. 73)
My belief is that Joseph Smith was a prophet and what he said was true. What Joseph Smith is saying here was confirmed in Isaiah as well as many other places; Saints will reject the whole staff of bread, the whole stay of water, celestial law, and the hope of this paper is to help people find truth. We learn from the Lord in Doctrine and Covenants that the wise virgins were not deceived because they took the Holy Spirit for their guide (D&C 45:57).
In this paper I hope to explain what the Light of Christ, the Holy Ghost and the Second Comforter are. Members’ misconceptions about these three gives way to many of their confusions and ultimate apostasies. There are members today claiming to have felt the Spirit when listening to things that were blatantly untrue. And other members who claim to have felt the Spirit leave, or felt the spirit of the Devil or contention when presented with the truth. If one had a fundamental understanding of the Light of Christ, the Holy Ghost and the Second Comforter, one would reason the folly in the hereto mentioned conclusions. 
President Hunter warned of a trend that he saw developing, a trend that was caused or was a consequence of members no longer taking the time to understand fundamental definitions and doctrines taught in the Lord’s restored church. 
“Let me offer a word of caution…I think if we are not careful…, we may begin to try to counterfeit the true influence of the Spirit of the Lord by unworthy and manipulative means. I get concerned when it appears that strong emotion or free-flowing tears are equated with the presence of the Spirit. Certainly the Spirit of the Lord can bring strong emotional feelings, including tears, but that outward manifestation ought not to be confused with the presence of the Spirit itself.” (The Teachings of Howard W. Hunter, 184) 
Preach My Gospel tacks on this clarifier to the end of that quote, “The Spirit of the Lord always edifies” (PMG, p.99). May I be permitted by the angry masses to be here bold and proclaim matter-of-factly that President Hunter’s fears have become a reality in the Church. As I have said, members are hearing verifiable lies and outright apostasy and claiming to feel the Holy Ghost when they do it. You are not feeling the Holy Ghost, you are following after strange spirits and if you do not learn how to “Hear Him”, if you do not take the real Holy Ghost as your guide, you will be deceived. 
Much like in my paper, Zion, a City of Holiness, New Jerusalem, a lot of members’ confusion arrives when members seek to combine multiple cities that are similar but yet have vast difference between them, into one lump and then try to make sense of it from there. Likewise, people combine the Light of Christ, the Holy Ghost and the Second Comforter into one lump and then attempt to understand it. These three things are similar but yet have vast differences.
The Light of Christ
Non-members of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints would simply know this as a conscience. And in every language, there is a word that describes this unknown (to them) entity or ability for man to discern right from wrong. 
Moroni 7:15-19
15 For behold, my brethren, it is given unto you to judge, that ye may know good from evil; and the way to judge is as plain, that ye may know with a perfect knowledge, as the daylight is from the dark night.
16 For behold, the Spirit of Christ is given to every man, that he may know good from evil; wherefore, I show unto you the way to judge; for every thing which inviteth to do good, and to persuade to believe in Christ, is sent forth by the power and gift of Christ; wherefore ye may know with a perfect knowledge it is of God.
17 But whatsoever thing persuadeth men to do evil, and believe not in Christ, and deny him, and serve not God, then ye may know with a perfect knowledge it is of the devil; for after this manner doth the devil work, for he persuadeth no man to do good, no, not one; neither do his angels; neither do they who subject themselves unto him.
18 And now, my brethren, seeing that ye know the light by which ye may judge, which light is the light of Christ, see that ye do not judge wrongfully; for with that same judgment which ye judge ye shall also be judged.
19 Wherefore, I beseech of you, brethren, that ye should search diligently in the light of Christ that ye may know good from evil; and if ye will lay hold upon every good thing, and condemn it not, ye certainly will be a child of Christ.
Prophets have taught that the Light of Christ is given unto every man and that the heed one pays to it will determine the size of that fire burning within the individual. One can reach a point in time in which this spirit or Light of Christ ceases to strive within them. So when the scriptures say, “the spirit of the Lord ceased to strive with the wicked” this is obviously not talking about the Holy Ghost or gift of the Holy Ghost for the wicked never had it or as McConkie stated, “this is the Spirit which the Lord is withholding from wicked persons in the world (D&C 63:32), not the Holy Ghost which the world never had. (John 14:17) That is, the Light of Christ ceases to strive with the wicked in that it no longer guides and entices them to seek gospel light and walk in the course that will prepare them to receive the gospel and all its saving truths (D&C84:45-48)” (Mormon Doctrine, p.753). The Light of Christ in an individual is what enables them to recognize the messengers of Christ and is what is responsible for the feelings of goodwill, love, comfort, familiarity (ie. “felt like family”) etc. The Light of Christ is very much in the heart of an individual, and it is a power that can enlighten the mind of man but does not act upon the intelligence of a man. There are many in the world who are extremely charitable in their actions who are not members of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints and thus do not have the gift of the Holy Ghost, but yet they feel the love of Christ “burning” within their bosom. The more a man follows the path of good, the brighter that flame or Light of Christ in that individual becomes and the contrary is true for the path of wickedness. By this light shall all mankind be judged, for if one was unwilling to follow this light, they would be unwilling to follow the higher light, or intelligence of the Father. This light is a preparatory light, a light that when heeded will bring somebody from a telestial sphere to a terrestrial sphere, and remember, all spheres of glory are spheres of intelligence. 
Adam and Eve were in the garden not knowing good from evil, meaning they did not have the Light of Christ in them. Partaking of the fruit of the Knowledge of Good and Evil or the fruit which represented the love of God, ie. the fruit of the Light of Christ, their eyes were opened and they knew good from evil. Subsequently from that point on, Adam and Even were enabled to have children, children being born with the Light of Christ, for they had the Light of Christ before they were born. Thus all the posterity of Adam can be held to account to a righteous judgement based on their adherence to that light. 
This is where the importance related to the order at which the conclusion is arrived at becomes infinitely important. Does one feel good about something and then can safely arrive at the conclusion that said deed must have been from God or must one first do and then judge the effects of the fruit. I have said and I will say repeatedly that the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints is the kingdom of God on the earth today. It is Christ’s Church; it is not a cult. That being said, there sure seems to be a lot of members of the Church interested or obsessed with the occult. Can non-members of the Church build a temple? No. Can non-members of the Church officiate in ordinances? No. There is no difference between witches out in the woods cackling and dancing around a pot and this ideology. But why are members arriving at this, or rather why are members seemingly drawn to the occult? The reason is because they don’t understand how the Light of Christ works. They hear something, it makes them feel good ergo it must be of God. Using that same logic, I could have sex with my next-door neighbor, it feels good, ergo it must be of God. Obviously that is not the way to use the Light of Christ. 
Moroni warns Saints and attempts to teach Saints how to properly utilize the Light of Christ in judging.
Moroni 7:5-14
5 For I remember the word of God which saith by their works ye shall know them; for if their works be good, then they are good also.
6 For behold, God hath said a man being evil cannot do that which is good; for if he offereth a gift, or prayeth unto God, except he shall do it with real intent it profiteth him nothing.
7 For behold, it is not counted unto him for righteousness.
8 For behold, if a man being evil giveth a gift, he doeth it grudgingly; wherefore it is counted unto him the same as if he had retained the gift; wherefore he is counted evil before God.
9 And likewise also is it counted evil unto a man, if he shall pray and not with areal intent of heart; yea, and it profiteth him nothing, for God receiveth none such.
10 Wherefore, a man being evil cannot do that which is good; neither will he give a good gift.
11 For behold, a bitter fountain cannot bring forth good water; neither can a good fountain bring forth bitter water; wherefore, a man being a servant of the devil cannot follow Christ; and if he follow Christ he cannot be a servant of the devil.
12 Wherefore, all things which are good cometh of God; and that which is evil cometh of the devil; for the devil is an enemy unto God, and fighteth against him continually, and inviteth and enticeth to sin, and to do that which is evil continually.
13 But behold, that which is of God inviteth and enticeth to do good continually; wherefore, every thing which inviteth and enticeth to do good, and to love God, and to serve him, is inspired of God.
14 Wherefore, take heed, my beloved brethren, that ye do not judge that which is evil to be of God, or that which is good and of God to be of the devil.
Moroni here teaches that the motivation for the act is more important than the act itself. A Grandmother doing Meals on Wheels for no other reason than to help people is of God, whereas members of other faiths doing deeds of service with the intent to increase the number of their flock is counted unto them evil. For as Nephi said, “There are only two churches, the Church of the Lamb of God and the Church of the Devil” or as Jesus Christ himself said, “He that gathereth not with me, scattereth abroad.” Meaning, if somebody in or outside the Church is attempting to circumvent the keys of God, it doesn’t matter how “good you think you feel” you are heeding to the Spirit of the Devil. Moroni also gives another crucial hint on how to discern in your life, “I remembered the word of God”. Another example you can turn to for this is that of Alma,
Mosiah 26:33-34
33 And it came to pass when Alma had heard these words he wrote them down that he might have them, and that he might judge the people of that church according to the commandments of God.
34 And it came to pass that Alma went and judged those that had been taken in iniquity, according to the word of the Lord.
For example, if I came out and I said that I was praying in my living room in a white toga, watching General Conference, and the heavens were opened before me and I saw Jesus Christ and God the Father and John the Baptist came down and put his hands on my head and ordained me to be the bishop. I would believe that 99.9% of members would claim that the Light of Christ left them when hearing this story, they didn’t feel good listening to this story. And why not? Because they knew the word of God, in this case the keys of God (which are still on the earth thus they don’t need to be restored), meaning members know that if such a call was to be made, it would be done through the keys. So, your knowledge of the word of God enables you to discern between a chemical reaction in your body and the actual effects of the Light of Christ. There are members who believe that they can quit their band, listen to a few Jake Hilton videos, sell the few possessions they own, quit their job and sit around in their togas and a couple weeks later see Jesus Christ and the Father, making their calling and election sure, and ordaining them to be members of the 144,000. The only reason why members of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints can listen to the first story of the man believing he was ordained to be a bishop and feel bad and the second story of being called into the 144,000 and feel good is because they are woefully ignorant to the word of God. Both cases circumvent the keys of God that have been restored and have not been lost and both cases make cheap spiritual experiences, mocking Joseph Smith in the process. And also note, circumventing the keys of God is grounds for excommunication. There is no difference between members teaching to actively pursue obtaining their calling and ordination into the 144,000 directly from God and teaching people to seek their calling and ordination to that of a Stake President, Mission President, Apostle etc directly from the Father. This is teaching people to circumvent the keys of God and the only reason why they get away with it in this case is due to the ignorance of members surrounding the 144,000 and having your calling and election made sure. Period. The 144,000 is a calling, just like every other calling, similar to that of our modern-day Mission Presidents and just like with every other calling, will come through the proper keys.
So even with the Light of Christ it is important to recognize that it is not as simple as “following your gut”. You need to first seek truth to the best you are able to obtain it. For members of the Church your condemnation in this regard is much more severe vs. somebody born in a heathen nation for you have the word of God in its fulness laid before you. You are then to judge the motivations of individuals. Self-less motivations are of God (this is made manifest by the Light of Christ, this is not something you need to be taught), whereas selfish motivations are of the Devil (once again, the Light of Christ makes this manifest, this does not need to be taught) regardless of the deed. This is why understanding idolatry and priestcraft was important enough for Mormon to flood the Book of Mormon with it. The last thing that you need to do with regards to the Light of Christ is judge the fruits. If you “feel good” about a form of missionary work that baptizes nobody and “feel bad” about a form of missionary work that baptizes hundreds or thousands, once again, you are the problem. All of these things do not require the Holy Ghost or gift of the Holy Ghost. Every man is born with the Light of Christ and the ability to seek truth and thus the ability to discern using the Light of Christ. So members listening to other members who are openly practicing priestcraft, openly circumventing the keys of God and teaching things that are categorically false and claiming to feel the Spirit of Christ or the Holy Ghost etc are following strange spirits. And members who, when listening to another member who is bold, without guile and teaches nothing but truth, claim that the Light of Christ or the Holy Ghost left them, are also following strange spirits. This is why Moroni gave the Saints the tools to judge and warned them to be careful not to judge that which of God to be evil and that which is evil to be of God.  All one needs is the Light of Christ to be able to discern this, let alone members who should have received the gift of the Holy Ghost. 
The Holy Ghost
Firstly, let’s start with the presence of the Holy Ghost before we get into the gift of the Holy Ghost. And let’s start with Joseph Smith,
“There is a difference between the Holy Ghost and the gift of the Holy Ghost. Cornelius received the Holy Ghost before he was baptized, which was the convincing power of God unto him of the truth of the Gospel, but he could not receive the gift of the Holy Ghost until after he was baptized. Had he not taken this sign or ordinance upon him, the Holy Ghost which convinced him of the truth of God, would have left him. Until he obeyed these ordinances and received the gift of the Holy Ghost, by the laying on of hands, according to the order of God, he could not have healed the sick or commanded an evil spirit to come out of a man, and it obey him; for the spirits might say unto him, as they did to the sons of Sceva: "Paul we know and Jesus we know, but who are ye?" It mattereth not whether we live long or short on the earth after we come to a knowledge of these principles and obey them unto the end. I know that all men will be damned if they do not come in the way which He hath opened, and this is the way marked out by the word of the Lord.” (TPJS, p.199)
The Holy Ghost has three main purposes, two of which occur after the ordinance. The first purpose however, non-members of the Church can experience in their lives, as Joseph Smith described above (and will become move apparent as we continue). The Holy Ghost is not a chemical response, it is a power of convincing to a higher intelligence (terrestrial to celestial). If man had to be baptized and confirmed before they experience this then no man could be convinced. It would then become an act of blind faith which the Lord doesn’t teach. One using the Light of Christ properly will be led to further truth (telestial to terrestrial) and thus to the messengers of truth, the messengers of truth’s power to convince is wielded through the Holy Ghost. Preach My Gospel counsels,
“Learn to rely on the Spirit to give you what you should say and do. By studying, developing, and using the teachings skills in this chapter, you will become a more capable instrument in the hands of the Lord. The Spirit will draw upon the knowledge and skills you have developed to help you teach more powerfully. The quality and power of your teaching will help others understand and feel the importance the restored gospel has for them. Their understanding will be influenced by your personal worthiness. Their understanding will also be influenced by how well you focus your attention on them, by how well you explain the gospel, use the scriptures, share your testimony, ask questions, and invite them to make and keep commitments.” (PMG, p. 176)
And it says in D&C 11:21
21 Seek not to declare my word, but first seek to obtain my word, and then shall your tongue be loosed; then, if you desire, you shall have my Spirit and my word, yea, the power of God unto the convincing of men.
There are a lot of members who will say things such as, “The Holy Ghost did all the work, I did nothing.” This couldn’t be further from the truth, also, take note, once again of the word “convincing”. Your ability as a messenger of Christ to produce fruit, ie. baptisms and converts is just as important for the Lord to allow to play out so that the righteous can discern between what is right and what is wrong as it is for the Lord to allow the foolish man to build on the sand and have his house be washed away. If the Lord rewarded everyone the same, how could we judge by the fruits? If the Lord rewarded all missionaries equally, how would you be able to judge and discern? Ye would not. This power of convincing also applies to the missionary, as the missionary can have things brought to his mind to say. Another important thing that you need to understand when reading that quote from PMG is the use of the word “understand” and “understanding”. The Holy Ghost is an edifier, it is a teacher, it is a convincer with the end goal of always that of understanding and bringing you to, as President Joseph F. Smith said, “the higher intelligence” (Gospel Doctrine, 5th ed, p.61-62). The Light of Christ can and will be used as a preparatory witness or a second witness to cause your heart to burn, but as Joseph Smith taught, “the Holy Ghost is pure intelligence.” It convinces and expands the mind/intelligence. How does it convince the mind? 
D&C 9:9
9 But if it be not right you shall have no such feelings, but you shall have a stupor of thought that shall cause you to forget the thing which is wrong; …”
“Yea, behold, I will tell you in your mind and in your heart by the Holy Ghost, which shall come upon you and which shall dwell in your heart. Now, behold, this is the spirit of revelation.” (D&C 8:1-3, 46:7, Matt. 7:7-8, Jas. 1:5)
The Holy Ghost as a convincer has the power to ignite the Light of Christ in your heart and cause your bosom to burn. This is not a guarantee and is directly proportionate to the degree that the Light of Christ dwells in that individual. The other way that the Holy Ghost will convince you is by acting upon the intelligence. The Light of Christ does not do this. If the thought is not of God, then you will have a stupor of thought, it will be removed from your mind. Sometimes you will even forget the question before you ask it. If the thought is of God, your mind will catch hold to it and the more one thinks about it, the more enlightening it becomes to the mind. This allows non-members and members to confirm truth, or in the words of Moroni, “By the power of the Holy Ghost ye may know the truth of all things.” Without the gift of the Holy Ghost, the influence of the Holy Ghost will depart.
So what is the influence of the Holy Ghost that is obtained after the gift of the Holy Ghost? Is it a feeling? Is it an emotion? The answer to these is no. Members have confused the power of the Holy Ghost to activate the Light of Christ in an individual which caused their bosom to burn with that of the influence/effects of the Holy Ghost. What did Joseph Smith teach? 
“There are two Comforters spoken of. One is the Holy Ghost, the same as given on the day of Pentecost, and that all Saints receive after faith, repentance, and baptism. This first Comforter or Holy Ghost has no other effect than pure intelligence. It is more powerful in expanding the mind, enlightening the understanding, and storing the intellect with present knowledge, of a man who is of the literal seed of Abraham, than one that is a Gentile, though it may not have half as much visible effect upon the body; for as the Holy Ghost falls upon one of the literal seed of Abraham, it is calm and serene; and his whole soul and body are only exercised by the pure spirit of intelligence; while the effect of the Holy Ghost upon a Gentile, is to purge out the old blood, and make him actually of the seed of Abraham. That man that has none of the blood of Abraham (naturally) must have a new creation by the Holy Ghost. In such a case, there may be more of a powerful effect upon the body, and visible to the eye, than upon an Israelite, while the Israelite at first might be far before the Gentile in pure intelligence.” (TPJS, p.149-150)
“The Spirit of Revelation is in connection with these blessings. A person may profit by noticing the first intimation of the spirit of revelation; for instance, when you feel pure intelligence flowing into you, it may give you sudden strokes of ideas, so that by noticing it, you may find it fulfilled the same day or soon; (i.e.,) those things that were presented unto your minds by the Spirit of God, will come to pass; and thus by learning the Spirit of God and understanding it, you may grow into the principle of revelation, until you become perfect in Christ Jesus.” (TPJS, p.151)
How many times did Joseph Smith use the word “feelings”? How many times did Joseph Smith describe the Holy Ghost as a “feel good, happy emotion”? How many times did Joseph Smith describe the Holy Ghost as “a warm blanket, full of love”? Zero. Because that is not the Holy Ghost. The Holy Ghost or the influence or power of the Holy Ghost is used to bring things to your memory and to convince you, but the gift of the Holy Ghost is to have an actual effect upon the intelligence of an individual. If you are heeding the Holy Ghost and following it you should be getting smarter. He also describes it as “purging.” What does your body do when it is purging? It is vomiting and diarrhea and fevers etc- not pleasant or comfortable experiences. We purge poison out of a body with an anti-venom and it is also an extremely painful process. People who allow the Holy Ghost to work on them know that it can be a very uncomfortable experience, as the Holy Ghost reveals to you your weaknesses and faults etc. The act of learning, line upon line, precept upon precept and thus increasing your intellect is also for many people an uncomfortable experience. When I hear members describe their experiences, not with the Light of Christ, but rather the Holy Ghost, as being rainbows, sparkles and butterflies, to me it is like looking at an individual who is morbidly obese sharing their wonderful experiences at the gym. “I love to go to the gym, I have been going for 15 years. I just feel so warm and welcome and accepted there.” I just look at the individual and think, you got the invitation, you got the Light of Christ, you have been given the gift of the Holy Ghost but you have not received it, you don’t even know what it is, anymore than that morbidly obese person could identify, let alone pull off, a front squat. 
If you hear something and your mind catches hold to it and something tells you “this is true and it applies to you” and that thought is a very unpleasant thought, you can either A. get defensive and reject the Holy Ghost or B. you can humble yourself and allow the Holy Ghost to purge off pieces of you that are holding you back. The angel explained to Nephi the marvelous work and a wonder yet to come, and the angel explained that the marvelous work and a wonder “shall be everlasting, either on the one hand or the other-either to the convincing of them unto peace and life eternal, or unto the deliverance of them to the hardness of their hearts and the blindness of their minds unto their being brought down into captivity, and also into destruction, both temporally and spiritually, according to the captivity of the devil.” (1 Nephi 14:7) I read the quote from Joseph Smith at the start of this paper and we’ve now explained the Holy Ghost and connected it to the marvelous work and a wonder. Can you not see how our ability to “Hear Him” will determine everything. My belief, which I believe is backed up with all these scriptures, is that members are failing to “Hear Him” because of their ignorance. They don’t know what the Light of Christ is, what the Holy Ghost is, so how can they recognize it? The angel once again used the word “convincing” to get people to peace and life eternal. You don’t feel “feelings” that lead you to peace and life eternal. If your understanding is backwards then your understanding is no different than that of pleasure seekers in the world. “How could something that feels so good, feels so right, not be of God?” You hear that all the time. Their problem and our problem as members is that we haven’t taken the time to learn. The Holy Ghost, the convincing power and intelligence of God is like that of the sun. The effects of the sun on wax would be to melt the wax. The effects of the sun on mud would be to dry it out and harden it. It is the same sun. It has the same effects. It is not the sun’s fault that the mud hardened and became brittle, while the wax melted. It is our choice whether or not we will become wax or become mud, but what we don’t get to do is after the words of God, after the Holy Ghost, after the effects of the sun dry us out and make us brittle and angry, blame the sun, blame the word of God or the messengers of God, etc. 
Joseph Smith taught that as you catch hold of these inspirations in your mind, thoughts that have appeared in your mind that you know weren’t your own thoughts, as you record and follow through on those thoughts, you will then be able to see the fruit and the more you do the better you will get at receiving the revelation from the Holy Ghost, learning line upon line, purging the old blood out from you, increasing your intellect etc. 
In summary up to this point in time, the power of the Holy Ghost unto convincing or bringing things unto your memory occurs for both members and non-members. It can be felt as the Light of Christ burning in your bosom. The effect of the Holy Ghost is that of pure intelligence and purging. It makes one smarter and better, through most likely very uncomfortable situations. This purging and perfecting is designed, over time, to bring us back into the presence of the Son and ultimately the Father (terrestrial to celestial). 
The third thing that the Holy Ghost does is seal ordinances, also known as the Holy Spirit of Promise. Elder McConkie summarized this perfectly:
“The Holy Spirit of Promise is the Holy Spirit promised the saints, or in other words the Holy Ghost. This name-title is used in connection with the sealing and ratifying power of the Holy Ghost, that is, the power given him to ratify and approve the righteous acts of men so that those acts will be binding on earth and in heaven. “All covenants, contracts, bonds, obligations, oaths, vows, performances, connections, associations, or expectations,” must be sealed by the Holy Spirit of Promise, if they are to have “efficacy, virtue, or force in and after the resurrection from the dead; for all contracts that are not made unto this end have an end when men are dead.” (D&C 132:7). To seal is to ratify, to justify, or to approve. Thus an act which is sealed by the Holy Spirit of Promise is one which is ratified by the Holy Ghost; it is one which is approved by the Lord; and the person who has taken the obligation upon himself is justified by the Spirit in the thing he has done. The ratifying seal of approval is put upon an act only if those entering the contract are worthy as a result of personal righteousness to receive the divine approbation. They “are sealed by the Holy Spirit of promise, which the Father sheds forth upon all those who are just and true.” (D&C 76:53) If they are not just and true and worthy the ratifying seal is withheld. When any ordinance or contract is sealed by the Spirit, it is approved with a promise of reward, provided unrighteousness does not thereafter break the seal, remove the ratifying approval, and cause loss of the promised blessing. (Doctrines of Salvation, vol. 1 p. 55; vol. 2 p. 94-99). Seals are placed on contracts through righteousness. The operation and power of the Holy Spirit of Promise is best illustrated by the ordinance and contract of baptism. An unworthy candidate for baptism might deceive the elders and get the ordinance performed, but no one can lie to the Holy Ghost and get by undetected. Accordingly, the baptism of an unworthy and unrepentant person would not be sealed by the Spirit; it would not be ratified by the Holy Ghost; the unworthy person would not be justified by the Spirit in his actions. If thereafter he became worthy through personal repentance and obedience, the seal would then be put in force. Similarly, if a worthy person is baptized, with the ratifying approval of the Holy Ghost attending the performance, yet the seal may be broken by subsequent sin. These principles also apply to every other ordinance and performance in the Church. Thus if both parties are “just and true”, if they are worthy, a ratifying seal is placed on their temple marriage; if they are unworthy, they are not justified by the Spirit and the ratification of the Holy Ghost is withheld. Subsequent worthiness will put the seal in force, and unrighteousness will break any seal. Even if a person progresses to that state of near-perfection in which his calling and election is made sure, in which he is “sealed up unto eternal life” (D&C 131:5, 132:18-26), in which he receives “the promise…of eternal life” (D&C 88:3-4) in which he is “sealed up unto the day of redemption” (D&C 124:124, Eph. 1:13)-yet with it all, these great promises are secured only if the “performances” are sealed by the Holy Spirit of Promise. (Mormon Doctrine, p.361-362)
The Second Comforter
Joseph Smith taught, “The other Comforter spoken of is a subject of great interest, and perhaps understood by few of this generation. After a person has faith in Christ, repents of his sins, and is baptized for the remission of his sins and receives the Holy Ghost, (by the laying on of hands), which is the first Comforter, then let him continue to humble himself before God, hungering and thirsting after righteousness, and living by every word of God, and the Lord will soon say unto him, Son, thou shalt be exalted.
When the Lord has thoroughly proved him, and finds that the man is determined to serve Him at all hazards, then the man will find his calling and his election made sure, then it will be his privilege to receive the other Comforter, which the Lord hath promised the Saints, as is recorded in the testimony of St. John, in the 14th chapter, from the 12th to the 27th verses.
Note the 16, 17, 18, 21, 23 verses:
"16. And I will pray the Father, and He shall give you another Comforter, that he may abide with you forever;
"17. Even the Spirit of Truth; whom the world cannot receive, because it seeth him not, neither knoweth him; but ye know him; for he dwelleth with you, and shall be in you.
"18. I will not leave you comfortless: I will come to you.* *
"21. He that hath my commandments, and keepeth them, he it is that loveth me: and he that loveth me shall be loved of my Father, and I will love him, and will manifest myself to him.
"23. If a man love me, he will keep my word: and my Father will love him, and we will come unto him, and make our abode with him."
Now what is this other Comforter? It is no more nor less than the Lord Jesus Christ Himself; and this is the sum and substance of the whole matter; that when any man obtains this last Comforter, he will have the personage of Jesus Christ to attend him, or appear unto him from time to time, and even He will manifest the Father unto him, and they will take up their abode with him, and the visions of the heavens will be opened unto him, and the Lord will teach him face to face, and he may have a perfect knowledge of the mysteries of the Kingdom of God; and this is the state and place the ancient Saints arrived at when they had such glorious visions--Isaiah, Ezekiel, John upon the Isle of Patmos, St. Paul in the three heavens, and all the Saints who held communion with the general assembly and Church of the Firstborn.” (TPJS, p.150-151)
“We consider that God has created man with a mind capable of instruction, and a faculty which may be enlarged in proportion to the heed and diligence given to the light communicated from heaven to the intellect; and that the nearer man approaches perfection, the clearer are his views, and the greater his enjoyments, till he has overcome the evils of his life and lost every desire for sin; and like the ancients, arrives at that point of faith where he is wrapped in the power and glory of his Maker and is caught up to dwell with Him.” (TPJS, p.51)
As one heeds the Holy Ghost and allows it to purge the old blood out from him and when the time arrives that “he has thoroughly proved himself” it will then be that man’s privilege of having his calling and election made sure. The doctrine on this is crystal clear, there are two things that you have to know to keep yourself safe in the days ahead.
1. An individual must be thoroughly proved. An individual who has spent his life not in the game: didn’t serve a mission, didn’t memorize scripture masteries, didn’t do home teaching/ministering, etc cannot and will not have their calling and election made sure overnight. One cannot simply quit their failing band, sell all of their clothes, attempt to practice priestcraft only to have their manuscript turned down, form a secret all-inclusive club circumventing the keys, and have the privilege of seeing the Lord Jesus Christ and the Father in their living room all in a single month. Won’t happen. Having your calling and election made sure is the greatest honor reserved for those who have perfected their lives, I repeat, perfected their lives, this includes mastery of your body. Joseph Smith was the greatest prophet to ever live and that will ever live and it took him decades in his own words to “become the polished shaft”. The arrogance of somebody claiming that they could do this in weeks, months, or even years is stunning and frankly repulsive. Such individuals suffer from mental delusions. Period. 
2. “Revelations and spiritual experiences are sacred. They should be kept private and discussed only in appropriate situations. President Boyd K. Packer counseled: ‘I have learned that strong, impressive spiritual experiences do not come to us very frequently. And when they do, they are generally for our own edification, instruction, or correction. Unless we are called by proper authority to do so, they do not position us to counsel or to correct others. I have come to believe also that it is not wise to continually talk of unusual spiritual experiences. They are to be guarded with care and shared only when the Spirit itself prompts you to use them to the blessing of others” (Ensign, Jan. 1983, 53). Unusual spiritual experiences and revelations should not be shared openly. Seeing Jesus and the Father is the pinnacle of all revelation and experiences. Sharing such an experience is expressly forbidden by the Lord, else we would have stories from all of the apostles, apostle meaning “eye witness of Christ and his resurrection”. Even the apostles with the keys simply refer to themselves as “special witnesses of Christ” and they do not talk about the experience, let alone spew it over the web. Joseph Smith drove this point out of the ballpark (that one’s for you, Brother Guerroro) when he said, “The reason we do not have the secrets of the Lord revealed unto us, is because we do not keep them but reveal them; we do not keep our own secrets, but reveal our difficulties to the world, even to our enemies, then how would we keep the secrets of the Lord? I can keep a secret till Doomsday.” (TPJS, p.195)
Having one’s calling and election made sure is not synonymous with being translated, and is not synonymous with being a member of the 144,000 etc. I will go over that in detail in one of my next papers. 
In conclusion, below I have tacked on some additional references for your benefit and edification. There are a couple more that I plan on tacking on that will not appear in this video, but will be updated and added to this paper on the bottom on the blog. 
We, brothers and sisters, have done a fairly good job as Saints to cultivate the Light of Christ in our lives and attempted to foster charitable acts of goodwill, peace, brotherly kindness etc. with our other brothers and sisters on this globe. But may I be so bold to suggest that we have neglected the greater intelligence. We have found ourselves comfortably in the terrestrial kingdom and have decided that we don’t have to be valiant in our testimony of the Savior and yet will be saved in the kingdom of God. We have convinced ourselves despite the clear warning in the scriptures that all is well in Zion and that if we are guilty God will merely beat us with a few stripes and we will be saved in the kingdom of God. We have convinced ourselves that evil is good and good is evil. We have convinced ourselves that truth that will exalt individuals spoken in a subjectively inappropriate manner, in a subjectively unpleasing tone, in a subjectively louder voice, is somehow contentious and not of God, despite the fact that the bearer is without fault and without guile and is speaking the truth. We have convinced ourselves that an individual spewing lies, where the believing of his doctrine is actually damning, let alone grounds for excommunication, but because it is spoken in a subjectively approved manner, in a subjectively approved pleasing tone, in a subjectively approved decimal of volume, it is of God, despite the fact that these individuals are full of guile, spewing apostasy, and circumventing the keys of God by claiming to have received revelations of Jesus Christ and God the Father, and to have been ordained to do certain tasks. Brothers and Sisters, we need to wake up and learn how to “Hear Him” and take the Holy Ghost for our guide. Otherwise we will be deceived and fall by the wayside. Celestial Law is coming, Joseph Smith did not know how many people would be able to abide it, for many are called and few are chosen. There is yet daylight- we can perform our labors while it is yet day. There is still time to learn how to “Hear Him”. Brothers and Sisters, I know that the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints is true and it still holds all the keys necessary for salvation. I know that we as members have been given the gift of the Holy Ghost but many of us have refused to receive it, refused to let it purify us. There is coming a point in time in the near future, the great tribulation, that will be what purifies and gets us ready to see Jesus. If you take no preparations today, you will fall tomorrow, by the wayside during the tribulation. You don’t have to perfect yourself today, but you have to at least build yourself a foundation and “Hearing Him” is integral to that foundation. And in the words of our prophet, President Nelson, “time to prepare, time to build that foundation, is running out.” I share this with you so that we may all be partakers of that fruit, in the name of Jesus Christ, Amen


Additional References
The Light of Christ (Mormon Doctrine, p. 446-447)
The Light of Christ By President Boyd K. Packer
[bookmark: _GoBack]Teaching and Learning by the Spirit By Elder Dallin H. Oaks
